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One of the propositions for health consumers offered by the Semantic Web is the possibility 

to interact from any page with health topics with relevant databases with information on that 

topic. The ‘semantic relationship’ between the health topic on the page and relevant related 

topics – imagine a health consumer having immediate access to the latest therapy or 

treatment for his medical problem or through social networks with a group of users 

interested in the health topic– is a promise that is about to get fulfilled.  

 

At the department of Medical Informatics of the Erasmus University Medical Center in 

Rotterdam we have investigated and developed technology to facilitate this kind of 

approaches. Research focuses on technology to real-time identify the right health topics on a 

(web) page using the context, retrieve the related concepts using a predefined set of 

semantic relations and identify relevant information on the health topic. The content includes 

a definition, related pages/articles, experts, product information, guidelines and protocols, 

and instruction videos. In the presentation the technological challenges will be briefly 

outlined. 

 

Knewco Inc. makes this technology available to publishers of health sites so that they can 

facilitate visitors of health consumer sites with additional semantic information for health 

topics discussed. The added value of this semantic information for better understanding the 

health site’s page greatly depends on the educational level of the user. Despite the promises 

of the semantic web the commercial reality is that it is very challenging to find a sustainable 

business model through which this technology can be made available.   


