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Smart, Sustainable and Inclusive Growth  

 

We are seeing an increased focus on health and wellness across EU policy. Europe 2020 is 

the EU's growth strategy for the coming decade. Three priorities are at the heart of Europe 

20201: 

 

 Smart growth – developing an economy based on knowledge and innovation.  

 Sustainable growth – promoting a more resource efficient, greener and more 

competitive economy 

 Inclusive growth – fostering a high-employment economy delivering economic, social 

and territorial cohesion.  

These three priorities are mutually reinforcing; they offer a vision of Europe's social market 

economy for the 21st century.  

 

Seven Flagship Initiatives define the core activities to help achieve Europe 2020. Two of 

these are particularly relevant to the theme of this workshop "building a smarter health and 

wellness future". They are: 

 

A Digital Agenda for Europe (DAE) – aiming to deliver sustainable economic and social 

benefits for all from a flourishing digital economy. 

 

The DAE includes a specific focus with targeted actions on sustainable healthcare and ICT-

based support for dignified and independent living.  

 

Innovation Union - aiming to improve conditions and access to finance for research and 

innovation in Europe, to ensure that innovative ideas can be turned into products and 

services that create growth and jobs. 
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  These themes have been widely welcomed in the public consultation carried out by the commission. For 

details of the views expressed during the consultation see: http://ec.europe.eu/eu2020/index_en.htm 



  
 

Under the Innovation Union Flagship a pilot European Innovation Partnership (EIP) is being 

launched on Active and Healthy Ageing. The essential aim of the EIP is to increase quality of 

life, by bridging gaps between research and innovation with large scale deployments, 

accelerating innovation. 

 

Additional recent initiatives which demonstrate the high level of attention that health and 

wellness is attracting include the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between 

the European Commission and the US Department of Health and Human Services on 

cooperation surrounding health related information and communications technologies. This 

represents an important step in tackling market defragmentation by creating global 

conditions for common approaches to interoperability and standardisation. 


