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Received data on incidents related to corded window coverings as of 6/17/2016 

 

Australia: 1-2 Australian children die each year after being strangled by blind or 

curtain cords. Since 2001, there have been at least 21 deaths in Australia of this 

nature. 

 

Belgium: No injury data available. 

 

Brazil: From 2000 to 2013 were registered 540 deaths by strangulation 

considering just the 2 following possible causes: 

1.       Accidental suffocation and strangulation in bed 

2.       Others accidental strangulations 

 

Canada: Since 1996, Health Canada has received 44 reports concerning 

entanglement hazards related to corded window coverings. Of the 44 reports, 29 

reported a fatality (24 domestic;  5 international), 11 reported an injury, and 4 

reported no injury. 

 

Chile: 1 reported case of strangulation with corded window coverings, occurring 

in June 2015. The child was 1 year and 9 months. 

 

Finland: One death caused by corded window coverings: small child (about 3-

years old) was strangled to the cord of roller blind in 2010. There is no other 

information available about other injuries/accidents caused by corded window 

coverings or estimated number of unsafe corded window coverings still in use in 

households. 

 

France: Between 2004 and 2014, there have been 3 minor incidents not requiring 

hospitalization and 1 fatal one. The minor incidents involved a 2 year old, 1 year 

old, and 9 year old. The fatal incident involved a 3 year old. 

 



Iceland: One incident involving a 2 year old boy that put the cord from a roller 

blind around his neck. His mother was nearby and rescued him. 

 

Israel: The search for the data and their analysis were conducted by "Beterem" 

organization for children's safety.  The search for data extended over injuries from 

window shades to children ranging over the ages of zero 0 to 17. 

 
Injury scenarios for three children entering the emergency ward 

  Age    Sex       Mechanism      Location          Narrative 

     4    male blow/injury Home / yard  

     2 female Cut/prick Home / yard Played with the shade in the 

house.  The shade and the track 

fell on her, causing a wound in 

her forehead. 

     0    male blow/injury Home / yard While playing, pulled on the 

shade which fell on his face. 

 

 

Narrative of the injury resulting in hospitalization 

The young girl climbed onto the window sill with the help of a chair. She leaned on the window 

shade and fell.  

 

Narrative of the injury in the accident reported by the media 

A baby aged approximately two years old, sat in one of the corners of a day care center with two 

other children.  When the caregiver called the children to lunch, she noted that the infant did not 

respond.  The infant suffered strangulation without anyone noticing what had happened.  The 

police assume that the children played with the window shade and during the game, the cord got 

wound around the child's neck.   

 

Japan: Between 2011 and 2015, there were 3 fatal incidents and 6 non-fatal 

incidents. The average age of the children involved was 2 years old. 

 

Korea: There are five reported incidents involving children under 7 and 

entanglement in corded window coverings. One incident was fatal. 

 

Switzerland: No injury data available regarding children. 

 

Turkey: Only one known accident involving window cords – a 4 year old girl died 

due to strangulation. 

 



United Kingdom: Between 1999 and 2016, there were 28 confirmed deaths 

caused by corded window coverings and 11 near misses. 

 

United States: From 1996 through 2012, staff is aware of 184 reported fatal 

strangulations and 101 reported nonfatal strangulations involving window covering 

cords among children eight years and younger. 

 

 

 

 


