
1.The Task Force on Biomedicine and 

Health Innovation 

 Mission of the TFBHI: advise on the main 

trends, opportunities and challenges in the 

development, uptake and use of new, 

biotechnology-related health innovations. 
 

 



 Over the past decade, the OECD has done 

important work in a number of areas related to 

innovation in biomedicine 

 

 Main lessons and policy messages emerging 

from this significant body of work  was recently 

summarised in a Synthesis Report  

A significant Body of Work 



2. Examples of recent OECD 

Instruments 

 Guidelines for the Licensing of Genetic 

Inventions - 2006 

 Guidelines for Quality Assurance in Genetic 

Testing – 2007 

 Best Practice Guidelines for Biological 

Resource Centres (including Biosecurity 

Guidelines) - 2007 

 Draft Guidelines for Human Biobanks and 

Genetic Research Databases - 2009 

 



3. Synthesis Report  

 

  

 

 The changing nature of health innovation 

Lessons and Policy Recommendations 

 Gaps: New Policy Challenges from 

advances in biomedicine  

 

 



4. The changing nature of health 

innovation 

 
 Growing recognition that health innovation: 

 

 is a key driver of growth and can help address  

critical global challenges 

 

is changing rapidly, involving new models of 

governance and approaches, new actors, 

countries and regions 

 

challenges governments to understand the 

appropriate role of policy 

 



5.Gaps : New Policy Challenges 

from advances in biomedicine 

 Understand how difficulties in translational  and 

clinical research are being addressed 

 Identify measures to increase speed and efficiency 

by which research advances are translated into 

needed goods and services in health. 

 Identify good practices to incite modernization of 

governance frameworks and regulatory 

environments.  

 

 

 



 Identify mechanisms that increase coordination 
amongst policy making bodies 

 

 Develop new approaches to early valuation of 
health innovations in order to guide both 
investors and purchasers of innovation.  

 

 Explore how countries are addressing the 
tension between increasing public demands for 
new technologies and health care cost 
management. 

 



Four Key Questions for the 

Workshop  

 What new governance frameworks and regulatory 

models are emerging across the OECD area in 

response to new biomedical developments?   

 How can these models foster more effective 

innovation and promote multiple health system 

objectives within resource and fiscal constraints ? 

 Are there good practices to learn from? 

 How can the OECD Working Party on 

Biotechnology assist governments? 

 

 



 



6. Synthesis Report: Lessons and 

Policy Recommendations  

 
 Intellectual Asset Valuation will facilitate trade 

in the under-exploited knowledge assets of the 

biomedical sector 

 Regulatory evolution, in consultation with 

industry, is critical to ensure the development 

and diffusion of biomedical breakthrough 

technologies and the innovative use of existing 

technologies 

 End users of new biomedical technologies 

have an increasingly strong impact on 

innovators and public policy 



 The future of biomedical innovation requires 

accessing and managing distributed networks 

of knowledge providers 

 Biomedical research infrastructures need to be 

accessible, high quality and sustainably 

financed 

 The intellectual property landscape is evolving 

to better leverage intangible strategic assets 

 New research and business models are 

needed to meet economic and public health 

objectives 



 New policy tools are available to spur 

innovation that addresses public health 

priorities and global challenges. The lessons 

learned in their use need to be better 

articulated and generalised. 


