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Dirk PILAT 

Deputy Director 

OECD Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation 

 

Mr. Dirk Pilat, a Dutch national, is Deputy Director of the OECD 

Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation (DSTI). As Deputy 

Director, he supports the Director of DSTI in pursuing the Directorate’s 

programme of work and contributing to the achievement of the strategic 

goals of the Organisation as defined by the OECD Secretary-General. 

He joined the OECD in February 1994 and has worked on many policy 

issues since then, including the OECD Innovation Strategy and OECD 

Green Growth Strategy, how to draw greater benefits from information 

technology for economic growth, how to strengthen growth performance in 

OECD economies (the OECD Growth Project), how to strengthen the 

performance of the services sector, as well as work on climate change, 

labour markets, product market regulation, productivity and 

entrepreneurship. He was Head of the Science and Technology Policy 

Division from 2006 to January 2009, with responsibility for the OECD’s 

Committee for Scientific and Technological  Policy,  and  Head  of  the  

Structural  Policy  Division,  with  responsibility  for  the OECD’s 

Committee on Industry, Innovation and Entrepreneurship, from February 

2009 to December 2012. 

Before joining the OECD, Mr. Pilat was a researcher at the University of 

Groningen, in the Netherlands, where he also earned his PhD in 

Economics. He has published extensively in a range of economics 

journals, with a strong focus on international comparisons of growth and 

productivity performance. 

 

  



   
 

3 

 

Deborah ROSEVEARE 

Head of Skills Beyond School Division  

OECD Directorate for Education and Skills 

 

Ms Deborah Roseveare is responsible for the Skills beyond School 

Division. Her responsibilities span the PIAAC Survey of Adult Skills, 

the OECD Skills Outlook, policy analysis and advice on more 

effective vocational education and training and higher education 

systems and working with countries to design and implement national 

skills strategies. Between 2007 and 2011 she was Head of the 

Education and Training Policy Division which provided policy 

analysis and advice to help governments develop and implement more 

effective policies across all levels of education and training from early 

childhood to lifelong learning. 

 

A New Zealand and British national, Ms Roseveare worked in the 

OECD’s Economics Department between 1993 and 2007 providing 

cross-country and country-specific analysis and policy advice on a 

broad range of economic and social issues including human capital, 

public finances, macroeconomics, ageing populations, product 

markets, labour markets, and fostering entrepreneurship. Between 

1976 and 1993, she held various positions in the NZ public service.  
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Dominique GUELLEC 

Head of Science and Technology Policy Division 

OECD Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation 

 

Dominique Guellec is Head of the Science and Technology Policy (STP) 

Division, within the Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation 

(DSTI) of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD). This division covers notably: innovation policies, science 

policies, biotechnology and nanotechnology issues, national innovation 

studies, innovation for development, the STI Outlook, the Innovation 

Policy Platform, and the Space Forum.  

 

Mr. Guellec joined the OECD in 1995 and has worked in the DSTI 

on statistics and quantitative economic analysis of science, 

innovation and growth. From 2004-2005, Mr. Guellec was Chief 

Economist of the European Patent Office (Munich). Mr. Guellec has 

authored several books and many articles on patents, innovation and 

economic growth. His (co-) publications in English include The 

Economics of the European Patent System (Oxford University Press, 

2007); From R&D to Productivity Growth: the Sources of Knowledge 

Spillovers and their Interaction (Oxford Review of Economics and 

Statistics, 2004). 

 

Of French nationality, Mr. Guellec is a graduate from the École 

nationale de la statistique et de l’administration économique 

(ENSAE, Paris). 
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Bjørn HAUGSTAD 

State Secretary for Education and Research, Norway 

 

State Secretary Bjørn Haugstad holds a doctorate from Oxford University, 

with thesis on strategy realization in knowledge intensive organizations. 

He also holds a Master of Science in Industrial Economics from NTNU, 

and an intermediate subject of Social Economics from the same place. 

Haugstad has been research director at the University of Oslo from 2009 until 

2013, and comes from a position as Director General of the Ministry of 

Petroleum and Energy. 

Haugstad was State Secretary in the Ministry of Education and Research 

2001-2005, under the former government. 
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Carmen VELA OLMO 

State Secretary for Research, Development and Innovation, Spain 

 

Carmen Vela is the Spanish State Secretary for Research, Development and 

Innovation, a position which she has held since January 2012. She was 

previously Managing Director at INGENASA, a biotechnology company 

based in Madrid specialising in animal health. A biochemist with more than 

30 years’  experience in immunology, virology and related fields, Carmen 

Vela has authored numerous publications and patent applications granted in 

the EU and the US. Among other responsibilities, she has been a member of 

the Advisory Group of PEOPLE (7
th
 European Frame Program) and the 

External Advisory Committee of EUREKA, and was President of the Spanish 

Society for Biotechnology and of the Spanish Association of Women 

Scientists & Technologists. 
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Veniamin Sh. KAGANOV 

Deputy-Minister of Education and Science, Russian Federation 

 

Doctor of Economic Sciences, Winner of the Russian Federation Government 

Award in the field of Education for his works on the introduction of 

innovative personnel solutions into Higher Education. 

Deputy Minister of Education and Science of the Russian Federation, Deputy 

Chairman of the Commission on Juvenile Affairs of the Government of the 

Russian Federation, Deputy Chairman of the National Coordinating Council to 

Support Talented Young People in Russia, Chairman of several sub-

committees of Intergovernmental Committees on Cooperation with Foreign 

Countries. 

As the Deputy Minister of Education and Science, Mr. Kaganov is currently 

responsible for development of international cooperation in the sphere of 

science and education, child protection, education for disabled children, 

nurturing and youth policy, promotion of the Russian language. 

He is the head and a member of over 40 Presidential, Governmental and 

Interagency Committees addressing the issues for disabled people, nurturing, 

physical and patriotic education of children, work with compatriots, road 

safety, crime prevention, etc. 

Mr. Kaganov is the founder and coordinator of the Moscow International 

Education Fair, the World Robot Olympiad 2014 in Sochi, and other projects. 

In 1991-2006, he worked on the theory and practice of personnel training for 

small and medium business, development of infrastructure for innovations, 

and held the position of Rector at the Corporate University. 

As the First Deputy Chief of the Moscow Department of Education, he was 

responsible for education system development, including coordination of 

development of the first State Program "Capital Education" for 2012-2016, the 

Moscow education quality standards, and other innovative areas and projects. 

Mr. Kaganov is the author of over 70 publications and monographs on 

Education Development. 
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Geoff MULGAN 

Chief Executive, NESTA, United Kingdom 

 

Geoff Mulgan has been Chief Executive of Nesta since 2011. Nesta is 

the UK's innovation foundation (established as the National Endowment 

for Science, Technology and the Arts). It runs a wide range of activities 

in investment, practical innovation programmes and research. It works 

across the UK and globally. 

From 2004-2011 Geoff was the first Chief Executive of the Young 

Foundation, which became a leading centre for social innovation, 

combining research, creation of new ventures and practical projects. 

Between 1997 and 2004 Geoff had various roles in the UK government 

including director of the Government's Strategy Unit and head of policy 

in the Prime Minister's office. Before that he was the founder and 

director of the think-tank Demos. He has also been Chief Adviser to 

Gordon Brown MP; a lecturer in telecommunications; an investment 

executive; and a reporter on BBC TV and radio. 

He has been a visiting professor at LSE, UCL, Melbourne University 

and a regular lecturer at the China Executive Leadership Academy. He is 

currently a senior visiting scholar at Harvard University (2015-18). He is 

an adviser to many governments around the world, and has been a board 

member of Big Society Capital, the Work Foundation, the Health 

Innovation Council, Uprising, Political Quarterly and the Design 

Council, and chair of Involve, the Studio Schools Trust and the Social 

Innovation Exchange. Since 2013 he has co-chaired the committee 

overseeing science, technology and digital in the London government 

under Mayor Boris Johnson. 

His recent books include The Locust and the Bee (Princeton University 

Press, 2013), The Art of Public Strategy - Mobilising Power and 

Knowledge for the Public Good (OUP, 2008), Good and Bad Power: 

the ideals and betrayals of government (Penguin, 2006) and 

Connexity (Harvard Business Press and Jonathon Cape, 1998). His next 

book, for Princeton University Press, focuses on the theory and practice 

of collective intelligence. 

 

  

http://www.youngfoundation.org/node/683
http://www.youngfoundation.org/node/683
http://www.youngfoundation.org/publications/books/good_and_bad_power
http://www.youngfoundation.org/publications/books/good_and_bad_power
http://www.nesta.org.uk/sites/default/files/geoff_mulgan.jpg
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Shane SAMUELSON 

Senior Analyst 

OECD Directorate for Education and Skills 

 

Shane Samuelson joined the Directorate for Education and Skills and the 

OECD in May 2015 as the team leader for higher education in the Skills 

Beyond School division. Shane previously worked in a range of senior 

positions in the Australian Department of Education and Training and the 

Department of the Prime Minster and Cabinet and has extensive policy 

experience on higher education, vocational education and training (VET) and 

skills. She has also been lingustralia’s Education Counsellor in Brussels, 

where she worked closely with the European Commission and member states. 

Shane will be leading new projects on higher education including 

benchmarking higher education systems performance and the in-depth 

analysis of various higher education topics (starting with labour market 

relevance and outcomes). This involves working with the Informal Working 

Group on Higher Education established by the Education Policy Committee. 

Shane is also managing the OECD Higher Education Programme (IMHE). 

Shane holds an Australia and New Zealand School of Government 

(ANZSOG) Executive Master of Public Administration from the Australian 

National University and a Master of Arts from the University of Sydney. 
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Yuko HARAYAMA 

Executive Member of the Council for Science and Technology Policy 

Cabinet Office of Japan 

 

Dr. Yuko Harayama is an Executive Member of the Council for Science and 

Technology Policy, Cabinet Office of Japan. She is the former Deputy Director of 

the Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation, Organisation for 

Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). She is a Legion D’Honneur 

recipient (Chevalier), and was awarded honorary doctorate from the University of 

Neuchâtel. Previously, she was Professor in the Department of Management 

Science and Technology at the Graduate School of Engineering of Tohoku 

University. 

 

Dr. Yuko Harayama holds a Ph.D. in education sciences and a Ph.D. in 

economics, both from the University of Geneva. Prior to joining Tohoku 

University, she was a Fellow at the Research Institute of Economy, Trade and 

Industry in Japan. 
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ZAKRI A. Hamid 

Science Advisor to Prime Minister 

and Chair of National Professors Council, Malaysia 

 

Professor Zakri is currently the Science Adviser to the Prime Minister. He 

is also the Joint-Chairman of MIGHT and Chairman of BIOTECHCORP.  

 

A Fulbright scholar, Professor Zakri has a long and distinguished career in 

academia, the major part as a professor at Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 

and as one of its Deputy Vice-Chancellors. He was conferred an Emeritus 

Professorship by UKM in 2003. From 2001 to 2008 he was the Director of 

the Institute of Advanced Studies at the United Nations University in 

Japan. Upon returning to Malaysia in 2009, he founded the Centre for 

Global Sustainability Studies at USM and was the holder of the Tuanku 

Chancellor Chair. He has been a Pro-Chancellor of UPSI since 2013. He 

was appointed by the Prime Minister as the founding Chairman of the 

National Professors Council in 2010.  

 

Professor Zakri was appointed by the UN as the Joint-Chairman of its 

newly constituted Scientific Advisory Council for Asia and the Pacific. At 

the global level, Professor Zakri is one of 26 members of Ban Ki-moon’s 

Scientific Advisory Board and the founding Chair of the Intergovernmental 

Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES).  

 

In May 2016, Professor Zakri was appointed by United Nations Secretary-

General Ban Ki-moon to the prestigious Governing Council of the newly-

established UN Technology Bank for the Least Developed Countries. In 

recognition of his exemplary public service and expertise on matters 

affecting global competitiveness, science and sustainability, the 

Washington D.C.-based Global Federation of Competitiveness Councils 

(GFCC), has appointed Professor Zakri as a Distinguished Fellow. 

Recently, he was elected as a member of the Governing Board of the 

Global Research Council, representing the Asia-Pacific region.  

 

Professor Zakri is one of the recipients of the 2015 Merdeka Award, the 

2014 Zayed International Prize, the 2013 Matsuda Award and the 1998 

Langkawi Award.  

 

Three species known to science are named after him: a beetle 

(Paleosepharia zakrii); a cicada (Pomponia zakrii) and a pitcher plant 

(Nepenthes zakriana). 
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Frédéric FOREST 

Deputy Director for Higher Education 

Ministry of Education, Higher Education and Research, France 

 

 

Frederic Forest is deputy director for higher education and employment at the 

General directorate for higher education and employment within the French 

ministry for national education, higher education and research (2016). 

 

He was formerly associate director in charge of higher education funding and real 

estate at the General directorate for higher education and employment (2012-

2016). 

 

He was a former head of administration of the University of Rouen (2009-2012) 

and director of human resources (2006-2009), member of Heads of university 

management and administration network Europe (HUMANE), and even before 

he was in charge of higher education and research at the ministry of finance 

(2002-2006).  

 

In 2008, he has been the rapporteur for a national commission about the future of 

human resources in higher education: 

http://www.ladocumentationfrancaise.fr/var/storage/rapports-

publics/084000419.pdf. 

 

He was involved in DEFINE focus group in Copenhagen about performance 

based funding. He has edited a book about universities : Les universités en 

France : fonctionnement et enjeux, PURH, 2012. He is also the author of two 

books about psychology. He has a PhD in political science and is a former student 

of ENSPTT (a French high school of public management). 

 

  

http://www.ladocumentationfrancaise.fr/var/storage/rapports-publics/084000419.pdf
http://www.ladocumentationfrancaise.fr/var/storage/rapports-publics/084000419.pdf
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Panagiota DIONYSOPOULOU 

Director General for Higher Education 

Ministry of Education, Research and Religious Affairs, Greece 

  

 

Dr. Dionysopoulou Panagiota did her bachelor studies in Business 

Administration in the Athens University of Economics and Business 

(AUEB) and the Technological Educational Institute of Athens, as well as 

the School of Pedagogical and Technological Education (SELETE). She 

then did her postgraduate studies in International and European Studies in 

the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and her Doctorate in 

the School of Business of the University of the Aegean of Greece. She has 

had experience in teaching at graduate and postgraduate level in higher 

education at the Hellenic Open University, the University of Patras, the 

Technical Educational Institute of Athens and National Centre for Public 

Administration and Local Government (EKDDA). She is currently the 

Director General for Higher Education in the Ministry of Education, 

Research and Religious Affairs of Greece. Before she was appointed in this 

position, she had been Director General for Human resources in the 

Ministry, the Director in the Youth Institute under the auspices of the 

Ministry of Education and the Head of Unit for European and International 

Relations in the Technological Educational Institute of Athens. She has 

participated in Working Groups, international seminars and conferences and 

has developed studies in education and management. She has published 

several research papers in conferences and scientific magazines and she is 

the author of the book “Developing the European Policy in Tourism in the 

context of European Integration”. She is currently coordinating two 

European projects co-funded by the European Commission (MOHE, 

GEAR) and she is a national representative and expert in Working Groups 

like the BFUG. 
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Fernando MERIDA MARTIN 

Head of Co-ordination, Ministry of Economy and Competitiveness, Spain 

 

 

Fernando Mérida Martín is Senior Economist, Head of Programs 

Coordination Area in the Deputy Direction for Competitiveness and 

Entrepreneurial Development of Spanish Ministry of Economic Affairs and 

Competitiveness.  

 

In the past, he worked for NATO, as Information Management Committee 

Chairman, National Coordinator of the Research and Technology 

Organisation (RTO) and National Coordinator of the Advisory Group for 

Aerospace Research and Development (AGARD) of the above mention 

organization.  

 

He graduated from the Geography and History Faculty of Complutense 

University of Madrid 
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Kristel BAELE 

President of the Executive Board of the Erasmus University Rotterdam, Netherlands 

 

Kristel Baele was appointed as President of the Executive Board of the 

Erasmus University Rotterdam. 

Kristel Baele has been interim Chairman of Hogeschool Leiden since 

May. Previously, she was Vice President of Hogeschool van Arnhem en 

Nijmegen. The Belgian-born Baele studied Political and Social Sciences 

in Ghent and Antwerp and has been living and working in the 

Netherlands since 1991. She started her career in the Netherlands at the 

TU Delft, where she was a board member of the university library and 

Director of the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering and Marine 

Technology. 

Next to her regular functions, she holds different other positions. For 

example, as a member of the Education Council (Onderwijsraad) and 

the advisory boards of EP-Nuffic (an organisation that promotes 

internationalisation) and the VSB fund (that provides scholarships). She 

is also a member of the supervisory boards of the Police Academy and 

Hogeschool van Hall Larenstein. 

Kristel Baele is also President of the association for mindfulness 

coaches in the Netherlands and Flanders, and she provides guest 

lectures about Buddhism and leadership. 
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John GODDARD 

Newcastle University, United Kingdom 

 

John founded and led the University’s Centre for Urban and Regional 

Development Studies (CURDS) from 1977 to 1998. During this period it was 

designated as a ‘centre of excellence’ by the Economic and Social Science 

Research Council. He translated his academic insights into the role of 

universities in city and regional development based on his research in 

CURDS into practise when appointed Deputy Vice Chancellor with special 

responsibility for the University’s city and regional engagement and in his 

role as chair of the Executive Committee of Universities for the North East 

and the group of six English Science Cities.  

 

Post retirement in 2008 John returned to CURDS to translate his experience 

in institutional management into academic outputs, policy guidance for 

individual universities, local and national governments and international 

bodies such as OECD and the European Commission. He was appointed a 

NESTA Fellow where he wrote a ‘provocation’ entitled ‘Re-inventing the 

Civic University’. He was also awarded a Leverhulme Emeritus Fellowship 

to enable him to co-author a book on The University and the City that looks 

into the university from outside. He has recently co-edited an international 

comparative study with Professor Ellen Hazelkorn The Civic University: the 

Policy and Leadership Challenges to be published later in 2016 that takes an 

inside out view. 

 

John has led reviews of universities and regional engagement for the Finnish 

Higher Education Evaluation Council and acted as academic leader of the 

OECD programme on universities and city and regional development 

published as Higher Education and Regions: Globally Competitive, Locally 

Engaged. He has produced a Guide for the European Commission on 

Connecting Universities to Regional Growth. He is a member of the Mirror 

Group advising the Commission’s Smart Specialisation Platform, of the  

Advisory Group on Widening Participation in Horizon 2020 and the 

Advisory Group on Science With and For Society and been a co-investigator 

in an FP7 Research Programme on  Smart Specialisation led by Professor 

Kevin Morgan at Cardiff University. In 2015 he was elected a Fellow of the 

Academia Europaea.  

 

  



   
 

17 

 

Henning KROLL 

ISI- Fraunhofer, Germany 

 

Henning Kroll studied economic geography and economics at the 

Universities of Hannover and Bristol. In 2005, he received his Ph.D. for a 

thesis on spin-off activities at three major Chinese universities. In 2006, he 

joined the Fraunhofer Institute for Systems and Innovation Research ISI for 

which he works as a senior researcher. His current work focuses on the 

analysis and evaluation of regional innovation and technology policy, 

university-industry relations, public private partnerships in research and 

innovation and cluster-based regional development. Recently, he has 

published on different aspects of smart specialisation, universities’ role in 

regional development and works in related projects for the German 

government and the European Commission. 
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Armin MAHR 

Senior Policy Advisor, Federal Ministry of Science, Research and Economy, Austria 

 

 

Armin Mahr is a senior public manager and political advisor. In the Austrian 

Federal Ministry of Science, Research and Economy he is heading the 

strategy unit, responsible for research locations and regional policies. Armin 

has an international track record as a science, research and innovation expert 

involved in strategy projects at national, regional and European level.  

 

He has been Austrian OECD delegate in various committees since 2007, and 

involved in peer reviews of national innovation systems. He was among the 

initiators of the OECD project on smart specialisation; at EU level he been 

advocating for the inclusion of HEI and the research sector, at equal terms 

with business and industry, in finding smart regional specialisations.  

 

Armin believes in a dynamic multi-level governance model that connects the 

European, national and regional with the institutional level, and encourages 

HEI to become 'lead institutions', shaping the future of their region. As a 

political scientist (London School of Economics, University of Vienna) he 

was previously involved in various international research and technical 

assistance projects both in the business consultancy and non-profit sector. 

 

Armin says:  

‘When old policy silos crumble, we need new thematic and territorial 

references to communicate policy interventions in a tangible way. That is 

why we have seen a renaissance of place-based policy concepts like smart 

specialisation, lately. 

The Knowledge Triangle makes a good thematic reference when we seek to 

increase the funds for education, research and innovation. Investments into 

one side of the Knowledge Triangle tend to affect not only the other two 

sides, but generate a multitude of external stimuli, from economic structural 

changes to the labour market and society at large. There is a prismatic effect 

to investments in the Knowledge Triangle, and HEI are at the essence of it. 
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Mario CERVANTES 

Senior Economist and Head of TIP Secretariat, Science and Technology Policy Division 

OECD Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation 

 

 

Mario Cervantes is senior economist/policy analyst at the OECD's Science 

and Technology Policy Division. In particular he is responsible for the 

Working Party on Innovation and Technology Policy (TIP). With more than 

20 years’ experience in innovation policy, Mr. Cervantes has written on a 

range of topics from industry-science relations, human resources in S&T, 

women in science, technology incubators, university patenting and licensing, 

open innovation and globalisation, demand-side innovation policies and more 

recently on open science. He regularly collaborates on the OECD’s Science, 

Technology and Industry Outlook (since 2000) and has worked as an expert 

on country specific studies and projects, including a recent review of research 

centre programmes in Chile and innovation policy reviews in Canada, 

Germany, Poland,  Spain and Russia,  as well as a UNESCO review of 

science and innovation policy in Tanzania.  Current activities include the 

knowledge triangle, system innovation and a review of innovation and higher 

education policies in Portugal.  Prior to joining OECD, Mr. Cervantes 

worked as a researcher in telecommunications policy at the Columbia 

Institute for Tele-Information (C.I.T.I) at the Graduate School of Business, 

Columbia University, New York. 
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Linnar VIIK 

Entrepreneur and co-founder of Skype, Estonia & Silicon Valley 

 

 

Linnar Viik is Estonian entrepreneur and IT scientist. He is co-founder 

and member of the board of Pocopay, European wide consumer banking 

service. Linnar lectures in number of universities on topics of innovation 

management, his home universities are Estonian IT College and 

University of Tartu. Linnar has also been advising Estonian government 

on IT, innovation and R&D policies over 20 years. He is also member of 

the board of mobile software and payments companies Mobi Solutions, 

Fortumo, Stockholm Environment Institute and Open Estonia 

Foundation. Former founding board member of European Institute for 

Innovation and Technology, headed product development at Skype and 

product divisions at Tele2. 
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Petri RÄSÄNEN 

Director for Innovation in the Tampere Region Council, Finland 

 

 

Mr. Petri Räsänen (born 1966) obtained his M.Sc. in Sociology, Business 

Administration and International Relations and L.Soc.Sc in Sociology.He 

has an extensive experience in innovation management in the public and 

private sectors, including VTT, Secgo Group and Hermia Group. In 2011 

Petri was appointed as Director, Innovation and foresight at the Council of 

Tampere Region. In this capacity he is responsible for the regional 

innovation policy development and strategic foresight. Currently Petri is 

also member of the board of the University of Tampere.  
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Jonathan POTTER 

Senior Economist 

Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs and Local Development OECD  

  

 

Jonathan Potter is a Senior Economist in the LEED Programme. He manages 

the OECD’s series of country reviews on SME and entrepreneurship policies, 

providing in-depth policy analysis and advice to national governments in this 

area for the Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs and Local Development. He 

also has overall responsibility for shaping the entrepreneurship and SME 

development activities of the LEED Programme. This includes its local 

entrepreneurship and SME reviews, which provide analysis and advice to 

local and regional governments, as well as its work on high-growth 

entrepreneurship, entrepreneurship and social inclusion and promoting 

entrepreneurship in the formal education system. Jon joined the OECD in 

1997. He holds a PhD from the University of Cambridge. 
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Maciej Markowski 

International Policy Advisor, Polish Accreditation Committee, Poland 

 

Maciej Markowski is International Policy Advisor at the Polish 

Accreditation Committee. He is the national contact person for the 

HEInnovate country review in Poland and a member of the HEInnovate 

Facilitator’s Group. Previously, he has worked at the Dutch-Flemish 

Accreditation Organisation, and finished his master's degree in Business 

Administration and Management at the Gdansk University of Technology. 
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Manuel HEITOR 

Minister for Science, Technology and Higher Education, Portugal 

 

Manuel Heitor holds a PhD from Imperial College of London in 

Mechanical Engineering, in 1985, and a post doctorate in California 

University, in San Diego, in 1986. He pursued his academic career at 

Instituto Superior Técnico, in Lisbon, where he developped investigation 

activity in Fluid Mechanics and Experimental Combustion. 

 

He is Professor in Instituto Superior Técnico, in Lisbon, where he heads 

the Center of Innovation, Technology and Development Policies Studies, 

IN+ and coordinates PhD’s programs concerning Engineering and Public 

Policies and Engineering of Conception and Advanced Manufacturing 

Systems. 

 

He was Secretary of State of Science, Technology and Higher Education 

between March 2005 and June 2011. 

He was Invited Professor at Harvard University, in the United States, in 

2011 and 2012. 

 

He was co-Chairman of Instituto Superior Técnico between 1993 and 

1998. During the 90’s, he studied politics of science, technology and 

innovation. In 1998, he founded Center of Innovation, Technology and 

Development Policies Studies, IN+, at Instituto Superior Técnico, in 

Lisbon. In 2005, this center was ranked on the Top 50 global centers of 

research on Management of Technology, by International Association for 

the Management of Technology. 

 

He is Research Fellow of Texas University, in Austin, at the Institute of 

Innovation, Creativity and Capital. He founded and coordinated several 

international conferences related to Technology Policy and Innovation 

and is co-editor of the Purdue University Press book collection on 

Science and Technology Policy. In 2002, he was also co-founder of the 

international network Globelics – the global network for the economics 

of learning, innovation, and competence building systems. 

 

Recently, he was one of the promotors of the European network step4EU, 

science, technology, education and policy for Europe, and the 

International Observatory of Global Politics for the Exploitation of 

Atlantic Ocean. In July 2015, he promoted the manifesto «Knowledge as 

Our Common Future». 
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Kadri UKRAINSKI 

Professor of Research and Innovation Policy / Head of the Chair of Public Economics and Policy 

Tartu University, Estonia 

 

 

Kadri Ukrainski received her PhD in Economics from the University of 

Tartu, Estonia. She currently works as a Professor of Research and 

Innovation Policy and the Chair of Public Economics and Policy at the 

School of Economic and Business Administration at the University of Tartu. 

She is also involved with teaching intermediate level courses in Public 

Economics, Public Management and Innovation and Technology Policy. Her 

research interests lie in science and innovation policies more broadly, but 

currently she is granted with the research projects concerning research 

funding, research internationalization and sectoral innovation policy. She has 

published in Scientometrics, Post-Communist Economies, Science and Public 

Policy, Industry and Higher Education, Forest Policy and Economics, 

Forestry Studies, Social Research and others.  
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Dag Rune OLSEN 

Rector professor University of Bergen; Norway 

 

 

The Rector is the Chair of the University Board and on behalf of the Board has 

the ultimate responsibility for and management of all activity at the University 

of Bergen. The Rector is the institution’s legal representative and 

spokesperson to government authorities and the general public as well as the 

University’s public representative. 

 

Dag Rune Olsen was Dean of the Faculty of Mathematics and Natural 

Sciences at the University of Bergen from 2010 until becoming Rector. Olsen 

was previously Director of Research at the Norwegian Radium Hospital in 

Oslo and is a Professor in Medical Physics. His research interests are radiation 

therapy and cancer. Olsen has published over 120 scientific papers in 

international peer-reviewed journals as well as book chapters and popular-

scientific works. 

 

Olsen has held a number of international offices, organised several 

international meetings and conferences and has been a member of the editorial 

committee of various international journals. He was awarded the Klaas Breur 

gold medal for his research in 2008 and was elected to Academia Europaea in 

2011 and the Norwegian Academy of Technological Sciences in 2013.  
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MU Rongping 

Professor, Institute for Policy and Management, Chinese Academy of Sciences 

 

Mr. Mu Rongping, received his B.S. in physics（1983）and M. S. degree 

in history of science（1990）from University of Science and Technology of 

China, and his Ph.D degree in history of technology（2001.2）from 

Technische Universität Berlin, Germany.  

Dr. Mu is the Secretary of CAS Institutes of Science and Development 

(CASISD since 2016, Executive Vice Dean of School of Public Policy and 

Management (SPPM) of University of Chinese Academy of Sciences 

(UCAS) since 2015, director-general of CAS Center for Innovation and 

Development since 2007, the director-general of the CAS Center for IPR 

Research and Training since 2009, a professor of CAS Institute of Policy and 

Management CASIPM) since 2001, editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Science 

Research Management (an academic monthly) since 2003. He was the 

director-general of CASIPM (2004-2014).  

Dr. Mu is the president of the China High-tech Industry Promotion 

Society (CHIPS) since 2014, the president of the Chinese Association for 

Science of Science and S&T Policy Research since 2015. Besides, Dr. Mu is 

a member of Expert Consultation Commission of Beijing Municipal 

Government since 2011. 

Dr. Mu was a member of Economic and Scientific Advisory Board of 

European Patent Office and a member of International Advisory Board of 

Thailand Government Office of S&T and Innovation (2012-2015), a member 

of the Governing Board of International Science, Technology and Innovation 

Centre for South-South Cooperation under the Auspices of UNESCO (ISTIC) 

since 2014, a member of Advisory Board of China Research and 

Communication Center of Japan Science and Technology Agency since 

2006, and a member of Advisory Board of Technology and Management 

Centre for Development (TMCD) at the University of Oxford since 2014. A 

research fellow of Fraunhofer-Institut for System and Innovation Research. 

Dr. Mu has published more than 40 papers in peer-reviewed journals and 

several books concerning Technology Transfer, Technology Foresight, and 

Innovation Development, and Industrial Competitiveness. He has been 

involved in drafting several policy documents concerning the National 

Innovation Policies and the 12th Five Year Plan for National Innovation 

Capacity-building, and worked for many policymaking processes concerning 

science, technology and innovation, and strategic emerging industry 

development. Besides, he has more than ten years’ working experiences in 

S&T evaluation, including project/program evaluation, research institute 

evaluation and policy evaluation. His research interests include S&T&I 

Policy, Foresight, R&D Management & Evaluation, and Industrial 

Competitiveness. 
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Barbara SPORN 

Professor, WU Vienna University of Economics and Business, Austria 

 

 

Barbara Sporn is professor of higher education management and heads the 

Institute of Higher Education Management at WU Vienna University of 

Economics and Business. Professor Sporn served as Vice-Rector for Research, 

International Affairs and External Relations of WU Vienna University of 

Economics and Business from 2002 to 2015. During the academic year 

2015/2016 she works as Visiting Professor at the Department of Business 

Administration and CHESS (Center for Higher Education and Science 

Studies) at the University of Zurich, Switzerland.  

 

She studied Business Administration at WU and obtained her doctorate in 

1991 and her habilitation in 1999. She was Acting Assistant Professor 

(1996/97) at the School of Education at Stanford University and Visiting 

Research Fellow (1997) at the Stanford Institute for Higher Education 

Research. She has held visiting research scholar positions at the Stern School 

of Business at New York University, the School of Education at the University 

of Michigan, and at the Center for the Studies in Higher Education of the 

University of California at Berkley between 1992 and 1994.  

 

From 2003 to 2006 she acted as Chair of the PIM (Partnership in International 

Management) net-work. From 2007 to 2012, she was a member of the Board 

of Directors of UniManagement, Torino. From 2002 to 2015 Professor Sporn 

was member of the CEMS (Global Alliance of Management Education) 

Globalisation and Membership Committee as well as the CEMS Executive 

Board.  

 

Today, Dr. Sporn is member of the EQUIS Committee of EFMD (European 

Foundation for Management Development). She serves on the International 

Professional and Academic Advisory Board (IPAAB) of the LUISS School of 

Business and Management, Rome, Italy; the Advisory Board of Université 

Paris Dauphine, France; and is member of the management board of CEIBS 

(China Europe International Business School), Shanghai, China. Professor 

Sporn is member of the Board of OeAD (Austrian Educational Exchange 

Agency).  

 

She has published books and numerous journal articles on leadership and 

organization in higher education, university adaptation and change, 

international and comparative higher education, the globalization of higher 

education systems, and knowledge management and IT in non-profit 

organizations.  
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Joachim U. KNEBEL 

Head of Division, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, Germany 

 

 

Professor h.c. Dr.-Ing. Joachim Knebel (born in 1962) heads Division 3 

‘Mechanical and Electrical Engineering’ of Karlsruhe Institute of 

Technology (KIT) and, hence, is responsible for the KIT Departments of 

Mechanical Engineering (MACH) and of Electrical Engineering and 

Information Technology (ETIT), the three Helmholtz programmes ‘Storage 

Systems and Cross-linked Infrastructures,’ ‘Nuclear Fusion,’ and ‘Nuclear 

Waste Management and Safety,’ and a total of 34 scientific institutes.  

 

In connection with the Helmholtz Association of National Research 

Centers, Knebel is spokesperson of the cross-programme activity “Electric 

Mobility” and contact person for the “Energy System 2050” initiative that 

studies the inclusion of major technologies in the energy system and 

develops solutions to successfully integrate the partly strongly fluctuating 

renewable energy sources into the German and European energy supply 

networks. Knebel is representative of the KIT in the Board of Directors of 

the national Kopernikus project “New Power Grid Structures for the Energy 

Turnaround (ENSURE).” 

 

Joachim Knebel is author or co-author of more than 160 scientific 

publications and works in a number of national and international advisory 

boards and cooperation projects relating to energy, energy systems 

integration, and mobility systems. He is founding director of the 

international initiative “Affordable Energy for Humanity” (AE4H) that is 

committed to all people having affordable access to energy.  
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Erik STAM 

Chair of Strategy, Organization and Entrepreneurship 

Utrecht University School of Economics (U.S.E.) & Utrecht Center for Entrepreneurship, 

Netherlands 

 

 

Erik Stam is Full Professor at the Utrecht University School of Economics, 

where he holds the chair of Strategy, Organization and Entrepreneurship. 

Next to this he is co-founder and Academic Director of the Utrecht Center 

for Entrepreneurship. He held positions at Erasmus University Rotterdam, 

the University of Cambridge, the Max Planck Institute of Economics (Jena, 

Germany), and the Netherlands Scientific Council for Government Policy 

(WRR). He is editor of Small Business Economics.  

 

He is interested into how socio-economic contexts (at the societal and 

organizational level) affect new value creation by individuals, and the 

consequences of this entrepreneurial behavior for the performance of firms 

and society. He has (co-)authored more than hundred books, book chapters, 

and articles on these and related topics. Next to his scientific work he is 

often consulted by governments, startups and corporates on innovation and 

entrepreneurship.  
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Caroline PAUNOV 

Senior Economist, Science, Technology and Policy Division 

OECD Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation 

 

 

Caroline Paunov is Senior Economist at the Directorate for Science, 

Technology, and Industry of the OECD. Caroline leads work on assessing the 

impacts of public research policy (http://oe.cd/assess-public-research). She is 

also managing the “Innovation for Inclusive Growth” project 

(http://oe.cd/inclusive) and country studies on the role of intellectual property 

rights policies on innovation (http://oe.cd/ip-studies). Her research work has 

been published in leading academic journals, including the Review of 

Economics and Statistics, the Journal of Development Economics, the 

Canadian Journal of Economics, Research Policy and World Development. 

Previously, Caroline worked for the World Bank, the United Nations and 

cooperated on various projects for the public sectors in Brazil, Spain and 

Germany. She holds a B.A. and M.A. (Hons) from the University of Oxford, 

a M.Sc. from the University Pompeu Fabra and a Ph.D. in Economics from 

the University of London. 

 

  

http://oe.cd/assess-public-research
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Laurent BUISSON 

Vice President for Development and Economic Partnerships 

Université Pierre et Marie Curie, France 

 

 

Laurent Buisson has been Vice President for Development and Economic 

Partnerships since march 2016 at Pierre and Marie Curie University (UPMC), the 

leading research university in France. The University has 34,000 students 

enrolled in science and medicine and grants 700 PhDs every year. It is located in 

the heart of Paris and operates 3 marine stations on France’s coasts. 

Laurent Buisson is in charge of the university strategic planning : enhancement of 

economic partnerships, fundraising, measurement and development of the overall 

impact of UPMC on the society 

 

From 2012 to 2016, Laurent Buisson was Vice President of Ways and Means. He 

oversaw the university’s budget, human resources, real estate and facilities 

development. 

Previously, he was the Executive Director for Research and Technology Transfer 

at UPMC from 2008. He took part in the design and implementation of the 

University’s policy in research and innovation: establishing support and services 

for laboratories, industry-sponsored research, technology transfer, and the 

creation of new companies. 

Before joining UPMC, Laurent Buisson was the head of the Innovation and 

Regional Policy Department with the French Research Ministry. This department 

deals with R&D in private companies (research tax credits), spin-off creation 

from public research (seed capital, incubators, national calls for projects…), 

technology transfer and graduate or technological education in companies. This 

department is also in charge of the regional research policy. 

After ten years of research in computer science applied to environmental studies 

with INRIA, then with IRSTEA in Grenoble, he held several positions, including 

senior administrator with the Ministry for Research in Strasbourg and scientific 

attaché with the French Foreign Service in Chicago. 

 

Laurent Buisson received a PhD in Computer Science from Joseph Fourier 

University in Grenoble and is an alumnus of France’s Ecole Polytechnique. 
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Federica ROSSI 

Senior Lecturer at Birkbeck University, London, United Kingdom 

 

 

Frederica Rossi has been at Birkbeck since 2011, having joined the college 

as a research fellow in 2007. Previously, she held various research 

fellowships at universities in Italy, working on two large scale European 

Research Framework projects, as well as on several projects funded by 

national and regional agencies. She has worked as a consultant for the 

OECD, the World Intellectual Property Organization, the UK's Strategic 

Advisory Board for Intellectual Property, the EC/Eurostat and regional and 

local development agencies. 
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Yasemin ASLAN 

Director of STI Policy Department 

TUBITAK, Turkey 

 

 

Yasemin ASLAN got her B.Sc. degree in 2007 with high honors and M.Sc. 

degree in 2010, both from the Middle East Technical University, 

Department of Statistics, Ankara, Turkey. She has been working at The 

Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TUBITAK), 

Department of Science, Technology and Innovation Policy since 2007. Her 

main research areas are monitoring of STI policies, measuring 

performances of STI actors and preparing composite indices. She has 

coordinated the team which has designed and implemented the 

Entrepreneurial and Innovative University Index.  Currently, she is the 

Head of Department of STI Policy and under her supervision major studies 

such as “Secretarial duty of Supreme Council for Science and Technology 

chaired by the Prime Minister”, “Preparation and monitoring of national 

strategy documents”, “Preparation and monitoring of Technology 

Roadmaps”,  “Monitoring of STI indicators to evaluate Turkey’s STI 

performance” has been executed. 
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Elisabeth LING 

Senior Vice-President, Web Analytics 

ELSEVIER | Research Products 

 

 

Elisabeth Ling’s expertise is in helping established companies and 

start-ups foster a sustainable customer growth, leveraging data driven 

approaches. Currently she is SVP Analytics for Research Products at 

Elsevier, a leading scientific publisher. 

  

She has worked for over 18 years in the digital industry, including over 

5 years with PayPal and eBay in a variety of senior management roles. 

 

In parallel, she is Non-Exec Director at Ometria, a predictive marketing 

automation software. 

  

She has an MSc Engineering (Maths, Physics) and an MA Marketing. 

  

Specialties: data-driven decision making, A/B testing, Web analytics, 

start-ups, online product management, product lifecycle, e-commerce, 

online marketing, customer acquisition and frequency, team 

management, usability studies, site conversion, payment. 
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Cláudia SARRICO 

Analyst, Education Directorate 

OECD Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation 

 

 

Cláudia S. Sarrico joined the OECD as a higher education policy analyst. 

Cláudia previously worked as an associate professor with ISEG Lisbon 

School of Economics and Management and senior researcher with CIPES 

Centre for Research in Higher Education Policies, where she led the research 

line on Resources, Performance and Human Capital. She has also held a 

number of policy advisory positions with the Portuguese Ministry of 

Education and Science, Foundation for Science and Technology, Agency for 

the Assessment and Accreditation of Higher Education, among others, 

regarding education, higher education and science.  
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Alf RASMUSSEN 

Secretary-General 

Norwegian Association of Higher Education Institutions 

 

 

Alf Rasmussen is currently Secretary General of the Norwegian 

Association of Higher Education Institutions (UHR). From 1988-1997 

he held different positions at the Department for Higher Education and 

Department for Adult Education in the Norwegian Ministry of Education 

and Research. In 1997 he was engaged with the Nordic Council of 

Ministers secretariat in Copenhagen as Senior Adviser, responsible for 

the higher education area. In 2005 he was back in the Ministry, working 

mainly with international matters. In 2010 he became Director General 

at the Norwegian Centre for International Cooperation in Education 

(SIU) in Bergen, before he took office as Secretary General of UHR in 

2015. He has a degree in political science from the University of Oslo. 

 

 


