
 
 
 

OECD Programme on Innovation, Higher Education and Research for Development 
 
The OECD has initiated a four-year programme on Innovation, Research and Higher Education for Development (IHERD) 
with support from the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, Sida. Its overall objective is to increase 
strategic and coherent investments in innovation, higher education and research which are relevant to development on a 
global level. The programme is being jointly run by the Country Studies and Outlook (CSO) Division in the Directorate for 
Science, Technology and Industry (DSTI) and the Programme on Institutional Management in Higher Education (IMHE) 
in the Education Directorate (EDU). 
 

Strengthening the policy relevance of research 
The primary objective of the IHERD programme is to 
increase the policy relevance of research and to promote 
evidence-based policy making in higher education, 
research and innovation for development. This will be 
achieved through stimulating a shift in the research 
agenda by reviewing existing research, by commis-
sioning new research and by fostering links with leading 
researchers and research institutions in the IHERD field.  

Synergies will be actively developed between the com-
missioned studies of the IHERD programme and relevant 
OECD work. 

By applying this approach, the IHERD Programme will 
contribute to making the OECD a global resource for 
public policy advice on enhancing the role of innovation, 
higher education and research in the social and economic 
development of middle and low income countries, through 
improved governance, management and evaluation.  

Better informed policy making 
Governments the world over have recognised that higher 
education, research and innovation systems that are 
more tightly linked to economic development are a pre-
requisite for  a knowledge economy.  

This recognition has led to changes in policy and adop-
tion of new instruments and mechanisms in the higher 
education, research and innovation systems of countries 
at different levels of economic development. The result 
is a convergence of policy measures, instruments across 
countries, albeit with the existence of national variations 
stemming from important differences in the level of eco-
nomic development, resource, and cultural and institu-
tional settings. This state of affairs represents a unique 
opportunity for policy dialogue and learning, drawing on 
for comparisons and best practices in IHERD area amongst 
countries at different levels of economic development. It is 
a core mission of the OECD to to identify good practices to 
feed into this dialogue.  

Building on the OECD structure and activities, the IHERD 
programme will aim to strengthen the relevance of  
OECD work on science, technology, innovation and higher 
education for developing countries. It will organise work-
shops aimed at developing policy dialogues both among  
 
 
 
 

policy makers and between policy makers, experts and 
researchers. The programme will also work with existing 
relevant OECD activities and will create partnerships with 
key stakeholders in the IHERD field.  

The policy materials generated from IHERD will be dis-
seminated on the OECD website and possibilities for 
IHERD to host an e-platform such as a blog for dialogue 
will be explored. 

Policy coherence in investment in innovation, 
higher education and research 
With budget pressures on spending set to continue in the 
foreseeable future, governments need to increase the 
returns on public investments through improved policy 
coherence and systemic efficiency. Donors supporting 
IHERD investments will also need to look at the ways to 
improve the effectiveness of their investments, through, 
among other ways, improving coherence and comple-
mentarities both across the higher education and research 
system and in specific sectors.  

In this context, IHERD will aim to promote a systemic 
approach to policy and to facilitate coherence of invest-
ment strategies by, among other things:  

• building partnerships with key development players, 
including notably the International Forum for Research 
Donors (IFORD); 

• convening a multi-stakeholder conference with govern-
ments, the research community and the business sector; 

• synthesising the results of the four-year IHERD pro-
gramme into a final report. 

Want to know more?  
Please contact: 
Åsa Olsson 
IHERD Co-ordinator, OECD Secretariat 
asa.olsson@oecd.org 
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