
Early Reply Comments Disagree Sharply on Pro-
posed Net Neutrality Rules 

 
 Even though the FCC delayed until April 26 the deadline for fil-
ing reply comments on its net neutrality rules, dozens of commenters 
weighed in last week.  The original comment round was one of the most 
active ever, with the FCC cataloging more than 100,000 comments.  The 
early replies were filed mostly by smaller players on both sides of the 
question of whether the FCC should codify its current rules and expand 
the rules to cover wireless.  The FCC saw similar divisions among grass-
roots groups in its first comment round in January. 
  
 The Mid-Atlantic Community Papers Association said its review of 
first round comments did not lessen its belief that enhanced net neutrality 
rules are needed.   It said in its review it "looked for unambiguous language 
expressing structural guarantees that paying our bills for service, combined 
with our readers paying their bills for service, shall mean no arbitrary and 
capricious treatment in the transport of our mutual data from end to 
end.  We found, instead, volumes of tortured and conflicting proscriptions 
that distill into a bucket of oppositional mud in search of a wall to test adhe-
sive properties."  It said the court decision last week in favor of Comcast 
"invalidated the prior Commission's approach.  While it may also provide a 
sticky surface for additional claims against the FCC's authority, the cata-
logued transgressions first denied, then admitted and now cleared by the 
Federal Judiciary, expose the absurdity of the 'solution in search of a prob-
lem' and 'would never engage in such practices' arguments." 
  
The National Association of Latino Arts and Culture said Latinos lag 
in broadband adoption and recent reports suggest that only 37 percent 

of have broadband service at home.  "Yet it isn't enough to simply provide service to Latino communities," the 
association said.  "We must have some basic assurances that the network itself remains an open platform for 
expression.  It would be devastating to our arts community in particular if we could no longer compete on an 
equal technological playing field with better capitalized enterprises." 

  
The National Lawyers Guild: Committee on Democratic Communications, urged the FCC to focus on last-

mile connections as it finalizes net neutrality rules.  "The Internet market is a duopoly at the last mile," the commit-
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tee said.  "As a result, ISPs have disproportional power in controlling users' right to connect.  Network neutrality 
regulations are needed to separate ISPs as wholesale broadband Internet providers from ISPs as last mile Internet 
providers, to increase competition along the last mile." 

  
Opponents of new net neutrality rules included some groups that traditionally would support initiatives sup-

ported by Democrats.  Implement the National Broadband Plan, but go slow on net neutrality rules, said Jesse Jack-
son of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition.  "We want to make sure that the Commission's proposed rules will not have 
the unintended consequences of making broadband unaffordable to the countless disadvantaged Americans we 
serve," Jackson said.  "We continue to call on the Commission to conduct a facts-driven analysis of the possible 
impact that its planned regulations may have on deployment and adoption rates."  

  
The FCC is on the right track in the National Broadband Plan, but broadband expansion could be under-

mined by aggressive net neutrality rules, said Beasley Denson, leader of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians. 
"I urge the commission be mindful that if regulations are crafted in the wrong way they could have a chilling effect 
on new investment that would fall hardest on rural areas including Indian communities like ours."   

  
"Net neutrality regulations could prevent network operators from making significant investments to the na-

tion's broadband infrastructure if such regulations prevent them from managing their networks or recovering the 
costs of the necessary expansion and upgrades," said the Los Angeles Urban League.  "Moreover, regulation could 
potentially have the unintended consequence of raising the price consumers pay for these services." 

  
The Washington State Grange urged the FCC to concentrate its efforts on implementing the National 

Broadband Plan and to "speed the development of broadband service in rural areas, instead of implementing unnec-
essary government regulations and controls on the Internet," the group said.  "Any regulations that result in a pull 
back in investment and less access for minority communities will put these recent gains al risk.  Private investment 
is crucial to address the issues of equal access and adoption, and should be at the forefront when you consider any 
changes," said the California State NAACP.  MANA, a group representing Mexican women, said: "Until the Com-
mission can provide thoughtful analysis and fact-based research proving net neutrality regulations will not ad-
versely harm or deter broadband deployment and adoption in minority communities, we cannot support the Com-
mission's efforts in the Open Internet proceeding."  

  
Meanwhile, Mitchell Lazarus, attorney at Fletcher Heald, said in a blog posting the Comcast decision could 

put an end to the net neutrality debate.  "Network neutrality advocates are in despair," he wrote.  "Network neutral-
ity — the principle that Internet providers should treat content even-handedly — seems to be dead, waiting only for 
someone to close its eyes and straighten its tie."  Lazarus said some advocate "the nuclear option" of reclassifying 
broadband under Title II following the decision.  There’s a middle road, he suggested. 

  
"Suppose the FCC were to revisit that 2002 cable decision, the one holding the telecommunications and 

non-telecommunications aspects of Internet service to be inseparable," Lazarus wrote.  "Could the FCC now change 
its mind, and separate out the transport-for-pay component as a telecommunications service? Then, instead of ap-
plying the full weight of common carrier rules, it could impose just one: a requirement like that in Computer III, 
requiring the operator to allow competing ISP on the cable.  That would bring back competition among ISPs, and 
create a major disincentive to tampering with content." 

  
Meanwhile, a group of economists filed a paper at the FCC last week arguing that enhanced net neutrality 

rules can't be justified based on economic arguments.  "In our shared opinion, the economic evidence does not sup-
port the proposed regulations; to the contrary, it strongly suggests that the regulations, if adopted, would reduce 
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consumer welfare in both the short and long run," they wrote http://xrl.us/bhf8g5.  Two of the economists, Jeffrey 
Eisenach of George Mason University Law School and Robert Litan of the Brookings Institution, are to discuss the 
findings further during a media briefing Monday. — Howard Buskirk 
 
 
Dashboard: ‘Attractive Nuisance’ 
 

Federal Security Board Bombards Aides on Cybersecurity Bills 
 

The Senate Commerce Committee’s cybersecurity bill may have elicited kudos from industry following 
amendments and committee approval (WID March 25 p1), but it drew barbs from members of the federal Informa-
tion Security and Privacy Advisory Board at a meeting late Thursday.  The committee’s top lawyer told the board 
the bill had been scaled back in some places to get industry support but defended other criticized provisions, espe-
cially a "dashboard" interface that would pull together security incidents under a single reporting structure.  A Sen-
ate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee aide said its own bill would soon debut with provi-
sions from a subcommittee chairman’s earlier bill. 

  
"It’s been an interesting year," said Commerce General Counsel Bruce Andrews, alluding to the contro-

versy surrounding the Cybersecurity Act (S-773): "We got a little bit beat up" over its since-abandoned "kill 
switch" provision, which was simply a mechanism for "procedures."  The Cyber-ShockWave exercise that simu-
lated a crippling cyberattack on the U.S. (WID Feb 17 p1) showed authority isn’t clear in an attack, he said.  "Not 
everybody loved it from day one" but the feedback has made for a stronger bill, which now includes "collaborative 
designation" of critical infrastructure and access to classified information for senior business executives.  

  
Criticism that S-773 is too focused on compliance isn’t surprising, Andrews said.  "The private sector al-

ways says that," and though he admitted the certification and training language for businesses was "hugely contro-
versial," Andrews said the exact language would come from a rulemaking process: "We’re starting with a blank 
piece of paper on some level."  A provision tasking the National Institute of Standards and Technology with help-
ing businesses on risk management is "not to put standards into place that become mandates," but to identify best 
practices and require businesses to get independent audits, he said. 

  
Those audits are meaningless without safeguards, board members said.  Ari Schwartz of the Center for De-

mocracy and Technology said companies that weren’t "up to snuff" after multiple audits should suffer publicly, per-
haps having to disclose failures in their annual 10-K filing.  That was in an amendment the committee rejected, in-
stead choosing to mandate critical-infrastructure operators do a "remediation plan" for failing two consecutive au-
dits, Andrews said.  Peter Weinberger, senior software engineer in Google’s New York office, said the accounting 
industry couldn’t be trusted to do audits without oversight.  "There’s only four big ones left," he said: "No matter 
how badly they behave you can’t afford to get rid of another one."  But audits add "some level of accountability" 
that’s not dependent on federal oversight, Andrews said.  He told Fred Schneider, computer science professor at 
Cornell University, "the private sector really pushed back" on government oversight in audits.  "You’re missing 
some opportunities for a lot of expertise and for cooler heads to prevail," Schneider shot back.  "You’re setting 
means," not goals, violating the spirit of S-773.  Andrews told Gale Stone, deputy assistant inspector general for 
audit at the Social Security Administration, the government wouldn’t shut down operators for two failed audits, but 
would show them the "serious consequences" of a third failure.  "You can’t underemphasize the importance of the 
government as a contractor," Stone said. 

  
Security consultant Lynn McNulty, a former National Institute of Standards and Technology official, said 

the Commerce bill’s scholarship-for-service program ignored the shortfalls in cybertraining among existing federal 
employees: "The country is probably not going to be saved by college kids."  Adam Sedgewick, professional staff 
member for the Homeland Security Committee, said agencies fell under its jurisdiction and his committee’s bill 
would address that.  Schwartz said he was skeptical that the increased outlays for NIST and its cybersecurity lab 
would get support.  "We live in a brutal budget environment and there’s no doubt it’s going to get worse," Andrews 
conceded.  But it should still be a priority, he said. 
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 Cornell’s Schneider said the dashboard provision "puzzles me," in part because it would only apply to the 
Commerce Department: "Why the arbitrary cut?" Andrews said the committee doesn’t have jurisdiction to expand 
it across all agencies.  But Schneider was more concerned about creating an "attractive nuisance" — a centralized 
reporting structure that invites intrusion by hackers.  "We don’t have all our military assets in one location."  The 
White House has a situation room, effectively centralizing national security response, Andrews said.  Sedgewick 
defended the dashboard, saying it’s something that chief information security officers will want.  

  
The dashboard doesn’t offer centralized control over systems, but simply monitors their real-time status, 

Andrews said: No one is "pulling all the strings."  Schneider wasn’t satisfied.  Hackers would have "one stop shop-
ping" to tell if cyberattacks were working and find software vulnerabilities, he said.  Brian Gouker, chief of com-
munity outreach at the National Security Agency, said information aggregated into the dashboard would probably 
need to be classified, opening a new can of worms.  Sedgewick said the State Department already runs a similar 
reporting system and it’s not classified, but lawmakers would be quick to issue clearances if dashboard information 
were classified. 

  
The Homeland Security draft bill is being debated between staff of Chairman Joe Lieberman, I-Conn., and 

Ranking Member Susan Collins, R-Maine, but will be introduced "within the next few weeks," Sedgewick said.  It 
likely will codify the White House cybersecurity adviser, giving the position budget and coordination authority, 
similar to the Office of Management and Budget’s information technology authority but not "duplicative," he 
said.  It will also codify the Department of Homeland Security’s cybersecurity responsibilities.  The assistant secre-
tary for cybersecurity’s duties are ill-defined and the committee is spending "a lot of time trying to spell that out," 
including authorities over .gov and industry relationships, Sedgewick said.  "Some part of it will be a mandatory 
risk-based approach" and requirements for the most critical infrastructure. 

  
Federal Information Security Management Act reform is another part of the bill, and "the bulk" of a FISMA 

reform bill (S-921) by Federal Financial Management Subcommittee Thomas Carper, D-Del. (WID Oct 30 p4), will 
be included, Sedgewick said.  "We can then marry up" FISMA requirements with DHS responsibilities, while ex-
cluding provisions on procurement and the U.S. Computer Emergency Readiness Team in Carper’s bill, because 
Lieberman’s will go into them in much greater detail, he said.  The bill also will cover the Federal Desktop Core 
Configuration (FDCC) program and training provisions.  "Early next week" the committee will release two GAO 
reports it requested on the implementation of FDCC and the Trusted Internet Connections initiative that are "fairly 
critical," Sedgewick said.  

  
There’s interest on the committee in moving the Lieberman bill quickly through hearings and markup, but 

they might shop around a draft first, Sedgewick told CDT’s Schwartz.  Asked if it would be a "committee product," 
Sedgewick said "that’s the plan," but noted there were "one or two more substantial" disagreements between Lie-
berman and Collins.  The ranking member made clear she wants a cybersecurity office in DHS and not the White 
House, but that’s a minority view, Andrews said.  Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., is personally coor-
dinating the work of the various committees with a piece of cybersecurity authority, including Judiciary, Armed 
Services, Foreign Relations and possibly Banking, Andrews said.  "The fact that there’s not as much movement in 
the House doesn’t inspire me." — Greg Piper 
 
 
Remaining IPv4 Addresses ‘Dirty’ 
 

OECD Report Shows Increased Government Interest in,  
But Not Much Actual Use of, IPv6 

 
With Internet Protocol version 4 addresses nearly depleted, governments and industry must do more to spur 

IPv6 take-up, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development said Friday.  IPv6 deployment, al-
though increasingly on the radar of policymakers, is still far too slow to meet the demand for Internet connections 
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expected when supplies of IPv4 addresses run out in 2012, the organization said.  Only 5 percent of networks could 
handle IPv6 traffic as of early this year, it said. 

  
The OECD report measured indicators of IPv6 deployment in infrastructure readiness, actual use and opera-

tor survey data.  The technology is ready and there’s clear evidence that IPv6 hosts and service delivery platforms 
are being rolled out, it said.  It also appears that a "visible proportion" of organizations that manage the Internet in-
frastructure are launching forms of IPv6 deployment and that interconnectedness is increasing quickly, it 
said.  However, the portion of the Internet that’s IPv6-capable is small compared to the IPv4 part, it said. 

  
More than 4,000 IPv6 address blocks have been allocated, mostly in the U.S., Germany, Japan, the 

U.K., the Netherlands and Australia, it said.  In addition, over 1,800 networks are now IPv6-enabled, and 20 
percent of IPv4 transit networks, which connect through themselves to other networks, have announced IPv6 
addresses, it said, signaling that Internet infrastructure players are preparing for the new technology, it 
said.  Nearly a quarter of Internet eXchange Points now support IPv6, led by Germany, the U.S., the Nether-
lands, the U.K. and France, it said. 

  
Another indicator is the penetration of operating systems that support IPv6 by default, the OECD 

said.  Around 25 percent of end users have operating systems that support it by default, but many need extra con-
figuration, it said.  IPv6 readiness is also apparent from the fact that seven of the 13 root Domain Name System 
servers are accessible on the protocol and that at least 1.5 million domain names, about 1 percent of those regis-
tered, have IPv6 DNS records, it said. 

  
Despite those positive indications, actual use of IPv6 shows its adoption "remains very low," the OECD 

said.  A one-year Google experiment estimated that around 0.25 percent of users were IPv6-capable by September 
2009, it said.  France led in numbers of IPv6-capable users, followed by China, Sweden, the Netherlands, the U.S. 
and Japan, it said.  The study said networks originating most IPv6 traffic are universities or research institutions, 
with the major exception of French ISP Free. 

  
The European Commission last year surveyed operators in the service areas of Regional Internet Registries 

RIPE Network Coordination Center and Asia Pacific Network Information Center, the report said.  Most respon-
dents said they have no immediate plans to deploy the new protocol because there’s no business need, the OECD 
said.  Some companies that haven’t investigated IPv6 believe cost is a barrier, as are lack of vendor support and the 
absence of business models, it said. 

  
Satisfying the foreseeable demand for IPv6 deployment requires a "significant increase in its relative use, in 

a short space of time, and [requires] significant mobilisation across all parts of the Internet," the OECD said.  It 
urged policies to increase education and awareness and reduce bottlenecks, show government support for adoption, 
and pursue international cooperation and IPv6 deployment monitoring. 

  
"My feeling overall is that we’re seeing the development of a ‘two speed’ Internet," said Karine Perset of 

the OECD Information, Computer and Communications Policy Division of the Science, Technology and Industry 
Directorate, who prepared the report.  Very large or very innovative Internet actors like Google, Comcast, Lime-
light or Verizon are implementing IPv6 or actively planning to, while the "long tail" of the Internet will remain on 
IPv4 for the foreseeable future, she told us. 

  
Several key bottlenecks must be eased, Perset said.  Vendors and other providers of customer premises 

equipment such as routers don’t support IPv6, keeping consumers away from the new technology, she 
said.  Software developers should create IP version-neutral applications where possible, incorporate IPv6 into 
new software and conduct research and development on new applications that leverage IPv6 functionality, she 
said.  One major issue is the non-availability of network management tools that support IPv6, which prevents 
operators from deploying it, she said.  Moreover, iPhone, for example, has around 150,000 applications, few of 
which likely incorporate IPv6, she said. 
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 IPv6 latency is also a problem, Perset said.  Research by Comcast and the University of Pennsylvania 
shows it takes more time to get the IPv6 version of a site than its IPv4 version, perhaps because there’s so much 
less interconnectivity in the new version, she said.  In addition, telecom operators must facilitate IPv6 use through 
training, equipment renewal, integrating the protocol into hardware and software, developing new applications, and 
conducting risk assessments, she said.  

  
The OECD doesn’t advocate regulation mandating IPv6 deployment for private sector actors, Perset 

said.  But it believes governments should include IPv6 in their information technology procurement processes, she 
said.  The U.S. Office of Management and Budget set June 2008 as the deadline by which all agencies’ infrastruc-
ture must use IPv6 and their networks must interact with that infrastructure — providing a strong market impetus 
for vendors and operators, she said. 

  
As a quantitative assessment of IPv6 activity, the report is OK "but it doesn’t tell us what we need to know 

most: How many organizations are refraining from using IPv4 addresses as a result of their IPv6 deployments?" 
said Professor Milton Mueller of the Syracuse University School of Information Studies.  How much of the activity 
replaces IPv4 and how much is just an additional network and not really movement away from IPv4 to IPv6? 

  
Perset agreed the report mostly gauges activities overlaid on IPv4.  Google’s results show some activity is 

taking place on IPv6 that isn’t an overlay, she said.  French ISP Free has a service called "telesite" that's only avail-
able on IPv6 and to other Free IPv6 users, she said.  But the OECD report only measures traffic leaving or entering 
the Free network rather than internal traffic, so its specific IPv6-only activity isn’t covered, she said. 

  
Some companies are deploying IPv6 on private networks rather than on the public Internet, Perset said. 

Some are using clouds of smart objects connected via Internet protocol within intranets, she said.  "We cannot see 
that activity although we know that deployments are taking place." 

  
One issue the report hasn’t considered is that the remaining 350 million IPv4 addresses are dirty, meaning 

they’re already in use for testing, hacking or virtual private network services, said IPv6 Forum President Latif 
Ladid.  Only two address blocks appear to be clean, he told us.  That means there are just 32 million clean ad-
dresses left, not enough even for three months, because around 200 million are needed each year to meet the de-
mand for IP addressing worldwide, he said. Banks, enterprises and governments shouldn’t use the remaining IPv4 
addresses but should move directly to IPv6, Ladid said. 

  
The drumming that IPv6 is "the" way of the future has been going on since the early 1990s and still very 

few machines have only IPv6 connectivity, said former ICANN board member Karl Auerbach, chief technology 
officer for InterWorking Labs.  Operators are increasingly using network address translators and application level 
gateways to deflate the pressure for more addresses, he said. — Dugie Standeford 
 
 
Net Neutrality Panel 
 

Non-Discrimination Rules Could Discourage Creative Industry Professionals 
 

The FCC’s proposed network neutrality rules could have a negative effect on journalists, musicians, 
actors and others in creative industries, entertainment lawyers told the American Bar Association's annual in-
tellectual property conference.  "The non-discrimination rules the FCC has proposed by their terms and on 
their face only apply to lawful content or lawfully distributed content," said Markham Erickson, executive di-
rector of the Open Internet Coalition.  If the content is unlawful, then the rules wouldn’t apply in the first 
place, he said.  His clients think it potentially means "to either allow or mandate an ISP to block lawful content 
as long as it’s reasonable," he said. 
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 It’s at odds with the Copyright Act and the Digital Millennium Copyright Act, Erickson said.  "We don’t 
want to see the FCC be the arbiter by somehow trying to figure out whether blocking lawful content is reasonable 
or unreasonable based on some fair use analysis."  The DMCA "provides for how ISPs are to deal with digitally 
distributed copyright," and "we wouldn’t want to see the FCC create some sort of competing framework."  The pos-
sibility of "somebody doing something to the fair use defense at this point in time I don’t think is a luxury that our 
creative industries can afford," said attorney Chris Castle.  

  
In comments filed on the rulemaking on preserving an open Internet, Erickson said his clients expressed 

concerns about tools that ISPs could use to develop a filtering mechanism.  Some filers have suggested that ISPs 
use routers in the networks "to review the entire content of the user’s communications in real time."  This is a pri-
vacy concern, he said:  "Once we start using them to inspect content for copyright infringement, it raises a lot of 
user privacy issues" and there’s potential for violation of federal wiretapping laws. 

  
"The voluminous comments that were filed only reinforce in my mind that the proposed rules are unwar-

ranted, unwise and unlawful," said Verizon General Counsel Randy Milch.  The rules "will have a direct effect, if 
implemented, on investment and innovation in the Internet space."  If there is a set of rules, "they ought to apply 
across the ecosystem," he said.  "People who have search engines prioritize the order in which the searches come 
up."  There will never be a neutral Internet, he said. — Kamala Lane 
 
 

Capitol Hill 
 

House Commerce Oversight Subcommittee Chairman Bart Stupak, D-Mich., won’t seek re-election so he 
can spend more time with his family, he said Friday in a press conference at Northern Michigan University.  Stupak 
is also a member of the Communications Subcommittee and co-chairs the Congressional Rural Caucus.  Stupak 
took heat during the healthcare debate while fighting for anti-abortion provisions. 
 
 

Agencies 
 

The Commodity Futures Trading Commission should reject proposals to set up an online futures market for 
movie box office results, a coalition of movie industry groups wrote the CFTC.  MPAA, Independent Film and TV 
Alliance, Directors Guild of America, International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees and National Associa-
tion of Theatre Owners signed the letter.  The proposals to create two futures markets, one for institutional investors 
and another for smaller investors, could cause serious problems for the movie industry, the letter said.  "Futures 
pricing, although lacking any reliable economic basis, could nonetheless affect a motion picture’s prospects by 
negatively affecting financiers’ and audiences’ pre-release perception," the letter said.  Comments on the proposals 
by Media Derivatives Inc. and Cantor Futures Exchange L.P. were due to the CFTC Friday.  A spokesman for the 
exchanges declined to comment. 

—— 
"FCC deeming broadband to be regulated opens a Pandora’s Box," Precursor President Scott Cleland said in a 

blog post.  There's a host of questions the commission and others will have to address "before the FCC seriously consid-
ers opening this potential Pandora’s Box of ills," he said.  For example, what will be the "statutory or legal bounds to this 
potential new asserted FCC deeming authority?" he asked.  Characterizations that "FCC deeming broadband to be regu-
lated is easy, clean or containable are premature" and inconsistent with the many questions it raises, he said. 
 
 

International 
 

Brazil temporarily delayed plans to raise tariffs on U.S.-origin mobile phones and a variety of consumer 
electronics, it said in a press release.  It's seeking hundreds of millions of dollars in trade sanctions because of an 
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agriculture dispute with the U.S. in the World Trade Organization.  The U.S. Trade Representative indicated move-
ment to resolve the dispute during an April 1 meeting, Brazil said.  Implementing trade sanctions could be extended 
for 60 days if talks during the two week delay go well, Brazil said. 

—— 
Correction:  The move of illegal online activity to peer-to-peer networks doesn’t in itself reduce innovation, 

but the technologies ISPs introduce to counter illegal material affect net neutrality and, by extension, innovation 
and competition, said European Digital Rights Advocacy Coordinator Joe McNamee (WID April 8 p2).  
 
 

Security 
 

Car research website Edmunds.com said fraudulent websites were misappropriating its brand to advertise 
escrow services.  The company doesn’t have an escrow service, "but criminals are fraudulently using our site’s 
name, logo and likeness to induce car buyers to send them the payment for the car — falsely assuring them that the 
money will be safely held until the vehicle is delivered," said General Counsel Kenneth Levin.  Working with au-
thorities, Web hosts and banks, Edmunds.com has shut down EdmundsPayment.com and EdmundsAutoPay-
ment.com, but said others could emerge. 
 
 

Industry Notes 
 

The click fraud rate hit 17.4 percent in the first quarter of calendar year 2010, capping a steady quarterly 
rise from 12.7 percent since the second quarter of 2009, Click Forensics said in its quarterly report on "advertising 
audience quality."  The results are "somewhat surprising" because the fourth quarter historically shows a "seasonal 
uptick" while the first shows a "regression to the mean," the report said.  The rate has increased every year since 
2006 when Click Forensics started measuring fraud, with the exception of 2009.  The company said the first-quarter 
increase was partially attributable to an increase in "publisher collusion," in which fraudsters spread botnets and 
malware across a wide range of computers and then click on ads in a "seemingly random pattern."  In its first meas-
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urement of click fraud in social media, Click Forensics said the rate was far lower for those sites in particular — 
11.5 percent across Bebo, Facebook, Friendster, Hi5, LinkedIn, MySpace, Orkut, PerfSpot, Twitter and Zor-
pia.  "Contrary to some anecdotal data reported by several advertisers, the invalid traffic on social media sites is 
significantly less prevalent" than in the cost-per-click industry as a whole, the report said.  Click Forensics said 
there was "very limited" motivation for click fraud on social media because there’s no opportunity to make money 
by clicking on paid links to generate revenue-sharing fees — the only benefit is getting more favorable ad place-
ment by exhausting a competitor’s budget.  Fraudster accounts can also easily be identified in a closed social net-
work, the report said, and most of the invalid clicks come from botnets and spiders, not a "real perpetrator," so ad 
networks can filter out clicks before advertisers are billed. 

—— 
News Corp. and Netflix reached a deal that will bring Twentieth Century Fox shows and movies to Netflix's 

online streaming service, in some cases four weeks after they're released on DVD, the companies said.  The deal 
also covers Netflix rentals of Fox DVDs and it provides the studio with flexibility in terms of when it releases mov-
ies to Netflix for physical and online distribution, they said.  New Blu-ray and DVD releases will be available for 
streaming 28 days after their retail release. TV shows will have "varying dates of availability" on the streaming 
platform.  Meanwhile, Netflix reached a nearly identical deal with Universal Studios Friday, they said.  Netflix and 
Warner Bros. reached a similar deal earlier this year. 

—— 
Apple’s plan to launch the social game network Game Center for iPhone and iPod Touch users later 

this year was the latest sign of the company’s aggressive plans for the game category.  Nintendo of America 
and Sony Computer Entertainment America didn’t respond to requests for comment by our deadline.  But Nin-
tendo of America President Reggie Fils-Aime, in published reports, continued to play down the significance of 
the Apple threat.  A developer preview of Game Center was included in last week’s iPhone OS 4 beta re-
lease.  The preview contained a set of application programming interfaces that Apple said allowed developers 
to create apps with the ability to invite friends to play a game, start a multiplayer game via matchmaking, and 
track achievements and compare high scores on leader boards.  More than 4 billion apps have been 
downloaded from the App Store and more than 185,000 apps are available to consumers in 90 countries, Apple 
said.  More than 85 million iPhone and iPod Touch users globally can choose from apps in 20 categories, in-
cluding games, business, news, sports, health, reference and travel, it said.  OS 4 will be available as a soft-
ware update to iPhone and iPod Touch users this summer, Apple said. 

—— 
More than 556,000 unique visitors watched the Masters Live on CBSSports.com Thursday, CBS 

said.  That's more than twice the number that watched online last year, it said. 
 
 

Washington Internet Daily Calendar 
 
April 12  Teleconference on economic evidence on net neutrality, by Jeffrey Eisenach and Robert Litan, 1 

p.m. — 202-572-6205  
  
April 13  FCC workshop on critical infrastructure and information collection, 9 a.m., Commission Meeting 

Room — 202-418-0703 
  
April 13  American Marketing Association webcast "Safeguarding Brands Online: Myth vs. Reality," 1 p.m. 

— http://xrl.us/bhffpx 
  
April 13  Digital Government Institute conference on secure cloud, Willard Intercontinental Hotel, Washing-

ton — 703-752-6243 
   
April 14  Senate Commerce Committee hearing on National Broadband Plan, 2:30 p.m., Room 253, Russell 

Building — 202-224-8374 
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April 15  House Communications Subcommittee hearing on National Broadband Plan and navigation devices, 
Thursday, 10 a.m., Room 2123, Rayburn Building 

  
April 15  NASA advisory committee on information technology, 9 a.m., NASA headquarters, Washington — 

202-358-2595 
  
April 15-16  PLI/Information Technology Law Institute forum on cloud computing, blogs and targeted market-

ing, at PLI California Center, 685 Market St., Suite 100, San Francisco. Also webcast — member-
ship@pli.edu 

  
April 16  FCBA Homeland Security & Emergency Communications Committee brown bag on National 

Broadband Plan, Holland & Knight, 2099 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington — kerry@fcba.org 
  
April 16  Progress & Freedom Foundation briefing on "Super-Sizing the FTC," noon, Capitol Visitor Center 

Room SVC 208 — mwendy@pff.org 
  
April 19-20  Politics Online Conference, Washington Marriott Hotel, 1221 22nd St., NW, Washington — 

www.polc2010.com 
  
April 19-21  EComm emerging communications conference, San Francisco Airport Marriott, Burlingame, Calif. 

— http://america.ecomm.ec/2010 
  
April 20-21  Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology meeting on meaningful use 

and policy, Renaissance Hotel, 1143 New Hampshire Ave. NW, Washington — 
edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/2010-7902.htm 

  
April 21  Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on "Combating Cyber Crime and Identity Theft," 10:00 a.m., 

Room 226, Dirksen Senate Office Building 
  
April 21  FCC monthly meeting, rescheduled from April 22, 10:30 a.m., 445 12th St. SW, Washington. 
  
April 23  Alliance for Digital Equality summit on broadband, 8:30 a.m., New Jersey Institute of Technology, 

Newark — www.alliancefordigitalequality.org 
  
April 26  World Intellectual Property Day policy forum, 9:30 a.m., Reserve Officers Association, 1 Constitu-

tion Ave. NE, Washington — erin@ipi.org 
  
April 29  Practising Law Institute seminar on trademark law — webcast at http://xrl.us/bhffp3 
  
April 30  Practising Law Institute seminar on copyright law — webcast at http://xrl.us/bhffp5 
  
May 3-5 Knowledge Management conference, Grand Hyatt, Washington — www.kmconference.com 
          
May 6  National Security Telecommunications Advisory Committee meeting on Communications Re-

siliency and the Cybersecurity Collaboration task forces, 2:30 p.m., 1616 H St. NW — http://
xrl.us/bhfdds 

  
May 11-12  National Institute of Standards and Technology, HHS conference "Safeguarding Health Informa-

tion: Building Assurance Through HIPAA Security," 330 Independence Ave. SW, Washington — 
http://xrl.us/bhffp9 


