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Contact Person(s) 

  

 
Mr J.P. Vonck, 
Business Surveys Section, 
Business Surveys Section, 
National Bank of Belgium, 
de Berlaimontlaan 14, 
Brussels, Belgium B - 1000  

  Phone :  32 2 2214270  
  Fax :  32 2 2213107  
  Email  jeanpaul.vonck@nbb.be 
 

The Data: Coverage, Periodicity, and Timeliness 
Coverage characteristics A. The monthly composite index, based on a qualitative survey, 

represents the average of seasonally adjusted data in a number of 
individual indicators. These individual indicators are: 
 
- In manufacturing industry: Pattern of output, estimate of the stocks of 
finished products, pattern of orders received on the domestic market, 
pattern of orders received for exports, assessment of the overall orders 
situation, assessment of the situation for foreign orders, prospects for 
employment levels, prospects for demand; 
- In construction industry: Pattern of activity, pattern of demand, 
purchases of equipment, pattern of employment, estimate of duration of 
future work with known certainty, prospects for employment levels, 
prospects for demand; 
- In commerce: Pattern of sales, assessment of sales, estimate of stocks, 
prospects for demand, prospects for orders from domestic customers, 
prospects for orders from foreign customers. 
 
The overall composite curve includes manufacturing, commerce and 
construction. The tertiary sector is not taken into account in the 
calculation of the composite curve prior to 1998, because on the relevant 
series are substantial enough only from 1998 on. 
 
B. A quarterly survey analyzes mainly the capacity utilization in 
manufacturing industry. 
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C. A biannual survey covers yearly investment amounts, both planned 
and executed. This survey is organized in manufacturing and in the 
financial sector. It is done twice a year to have an idea about adjustments 
made during the year.  

Periodicity A. Monthly 
B. Quarterly 
C. Biannually  

Timeliness A. The monthly survey : press release within three weeks after the last 
day of the month under reference (see below). Publications of detailed 
tables and graphs are available only four weeks later. Very detailed 
product information is disseminated only to survey participants.  
 
B. The quarterly survey of production capacity is published together with 
the monthly survey 3 weeks after its last day of the quarter under 
reference. 
 
C. The results published in the first week of July are based on the first 
survey of the year. It gives information about the yearly investment 
amounts executed in the years T-2, T-1 and the planned investment 
projects in the actual year T. There is also a publication in January based 
on the second survey of the year that gives information about yearly 
investment amounts in T-1, T, and the planned investments for T+1.  

Access by the Public 
Advance dissemination of 
release calendar 

Not applicable. 

Simultaneous release to all 
interested parties 

The data are disseminated in a press release faxed simultaneously to 
national and international media. The day after the press release, the data 
are available on Belgostat, the National Bank's on-line database, 
(http://www.nbb.be).  

Integrity 
Dissemination of terms and 
conditions under which  
official statistics are 
produced, including those  
relating to the confidentiality  
of individually identifiable 
information 

The National Bank of Belgium is officially entrusted by the European 
Commission with organizing economic surveys harmonized with the rest 
of Europe. The project is also supported by the Federation for Enterprises 
of Belgium. The confidentiality of individual responses is fully 
guaranteed, even though the law on statistics is not applicable to these 
economic surveys. The data are published as a public service.  

Identification of internal 
government access to data 
before release 

The results are published after submission to the Bank's Management 
Committee. The government does not have access to the results before 
this. Individual responses are never communicated to the government.  

Identification of ministerial 
commentary on the occasion of 
statistical releases 

The Bank's accompanying remarks are the only commentary on the 
statistics. No comments from ministers or the government accompany the 
releases.  

Provision of information 
about revision and advance 
notice of major changes in 

The data disseminated in the press release are the final statistics for the 
period under consideration. No data are subsequently revised, even if 
some old data should be changed to take account of seasonal adjustment. 
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methodology In case of a change in methodology, a detailed description is published in 
the statistical bulletin of the Bank. A copy of this paper, eventually added 
with a simplified summary, is also sent to the participants, the trade 
organizations, press agencies, research institutes, universities, 
newspapers, etc.  

Quality 
Dissemination of 
documentation on methodology 
and sources used in preparing 
statistics 

The methodology used is described in detail in the "Bulletin Statistique 
de la Banque Nationale de Belgique" (Statistical Bulletin of the National 
Bank of Belgium) for August-September 1990. A copy of the 
methodology is available upon request, free of charge, from the contact 
person (in Dutch, French and English).  

Dissemination of component  
detail, reconciliations with  
related data, and statistical 
frameworks that support 
statistical cross-checks 
and provide assurance of 
reasonableness 

At the time of the monthly release of statistics, details are 
given of the various parts of the components and factors 
constituting the indicators.  

 


