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Outline 

 SDDS Plus : a new tier in the IMF’s Data Standards Initiatives 

 

 SDMX:  The dissemination format selected for SDDS Plus, 
replacing HTML 

 

 Overview of the SDDS Plus dissemination/registration system 

 

 Overview of benefits to countries, IMF, and data users 
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IMF Data Standards Initiative 

 GDDS : General Data Dissemination System (est. 1997) 

 Provides a framework for statistical development 

 

 SDDS : Special Data Dissemination Standard (est. 1996) 

 Subscription is voluntary and carries a commitment to observe the 
SDDS requirements 

 

 SDDS Plus : A new tier (est. 2012) that raises the bar on data 
standards to a higher level 

 Adherence is open to all SDDS subscribers, especially those with 
systemically important financial sectors 
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SDDS’ National Summary Data Page 

 NSDP is used to “monitor” the observance of SDDS 
dissemination requirements 
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NSDPs Across SDDS Subscribers 
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SDDS Plus 

 Additional data categories 
Longer time series  
 

 In response to the global financial crisis, the IMF established 
the SDDS Plus, a new standard which 

 Includes 9 data categories in addition to those included in SDDS 

 Requires the dissemination of long time series (5 years) for all 
prescribed components 

 NSDPs meeting these expanded requirements will be difficult 
to create and monitor using HTML pages. 
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SDMX to the rescue 

 Efficient 

 Cost effective 

 Less prone to error 

 

 IMF conducted extensive discussions with countries and got 
feedback on the SDDS Plus implementation strategy 

 Countries had concerns with the NSDP in HTML 

Many countries proposed SDMX as a preferred format 
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SDMX as a cost saving solution 

 NSDP in HTML is replaced by a series of SDMX-ML files or an 
SDMX web service call (one per data category) 

 Eliminates the need for a coordinating agency to centralize 
the publication of the NSDP data 

 Contributing agencies can post/register their SDMX files directly 

 Countries continue disseminating data in “human readable” 
formats on their national sites (following existing practices, 
formats, “look and feel”) 

 A caveat: a number of countries have not implemented SDMX 

 IMF is providing tools to address that concern 
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IMF is providing an SDMX Registry 
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Registry Dashboard:  
validate, register and view SDMX files 
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Registry Structures: 
view/download DSD, codelists, dataflows 
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Implementation Made Easy: 
Excel-to-SDMX Converter 

 For countries without an existing SDMX infrastructure, we are 
providing a Excel to SDMX converter specific for the NSDP-DSD 
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NSDP-DSD and DSDs for Global Use 

 A single “dissemination” DSD for countries to “publish” SDDS Plus data 

 Follows the SDMX Standards’ “Technical Notes” for public viewing of data 

 In addition to the NSDP-DSD, IMF will support any “DSD for Global 
Use” developed under the auspices of SDMX Sponsors 

 Countries are free to decide which DSD (NDSP-DSD; Global DSDs) they 
wish to use for each data category 
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Dimensions

Position in key Concept Mnemonic Description Maint. Org.

1 DATA_DOMAIN Data Domain IMF

2 REF_AREA Reference country or area SDMX

3 INDICATOR Economic Indicator IMF

4 COUNTERPART_AREA Counterpart country or area SDMX

5 TIME_PERIOD Time SDMX

NSDP-DSD - Structure and Content Standards



The “NSDP” for SDDS Plus 
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Could be individual links to static SDMX-ML files 

posted on public URLs; one per data category. 

For ISTAT; Would likely be specific calls to  

the SDMX Web Service available on I.Stat that 

would dynamically pull the latest data 



Next Steps: data hub 
 IMF is investigating the possibility of providing a data hub that will 

centralize and facilitate access to data provided by SDDS Plus Adherents  
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SDMX for SDDS/GDDS 
 The successful implementation of the SDDS Plus dissemination model would 

pave the way for enhancing data access for the 180 economies in SDDS/GDDS 

 The AfDB’s Open Data Platform is adopting SDMX and the NDSP-DSD for the 
dissemination of economic and financial statistics 

 The adoption of SDMX and the NSDP-DSD for SDDS would require 
consultation with SDDS subscribers 
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