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Change in within-country inequality: high

Source: Oecd, 2008

income Oecd countries, 85-05

Australia
Austria
Belgium
Canada
Czech Republic
Denmark
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland

++
++

++

++

Are the ++'s forerunners ?

Italy

Japan

Korea, Rep.
Luxembourg
Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Portugal

Slovak Republic
Spain

Sweden
Switzerland
United Kingdom
United States
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The surge in inequality in the US

Average After-Tax Income by Income Group

Income 1979 2004 Percent  Dollar
Category Change Change
1979-2004 1979-2004
Lowest fifth $13,900 $14,700 6% $800|
Second fifth 28,000 32,700 17% 4,700|
Middle fifth 39,900 48,400 21% 8,500
Fourth fifth 52,300 67,600 29% 15,300
Top fifth 92,100 155,200 69% 63,100
Top 1
Percent 314,000 867,800 176% 553,800

Source: Congressional Budget Office, Effective Federal Tax Rates: 1979-2004, December

2006.
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Earnings inequality in selected OECD countries

Changes in earnings dispersion:

US, 1967-2005

(extreme deciles relative to the median, 1980=100)
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Changes in earnings dispersion:

UK, 1967-2005

(extreme deciles relative to the median, 1980=100)
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Changes in earnings dispersion: Germany, 1980-2003
(extreme deciles relative to the median, 1980=100)
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Changes in earnings dispersion: Sweden, 1975-2004
(extreme deciles relative to the median, 1980=100)
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Changes in earnings dispersion: France, 1967-2005
(extreme deciles relative to the median, 1980=100)
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Caution: P90/median may hide changes at the very top of the distribution:
following chart for France from Landais, 2008
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Overall, over the last 10 years, would you say that inequality in

our country ... have increased, decreased or remained the same?

Allemagne
France
Suisse
Italie
Pologne
Pays-Bas
Espagne
Grande-Bretagne
Chine
Brésil
Australie

Etats-Unis

Source: Ifop, Jean Jaurés

SR e 10%
T e 13%

m Ont plutdt augmenté  ® Ont plutét diminué & Sont restées stables

The top income rise in Oecd countries
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