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Key Facts 

 

The fruits of the economic recovery have not 
been evenly shared  

1 So far, the economic recovery has not reduced inequality 
Gini coefficient of disposable income inequality in 2007 - 14 (or latest year), total population 

 

 
Note: Income definitions and data years: see Table 1. 
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2 Household disposable incomes are still below 
pre-crisis levels, especially for the least well off 

Real disposable income growth 2007 - 14 (or latest year) by 
income group,  

Total population, OECD average 

 

Note: Data years: see Table 1. 

Labour market improvements have not 
benefited all households equally  

3 Since 2010, labour incomes increased less at the bottom of the income distribution 
Panel A - Real labour income 

growth 2007 ς 14,  
Working-age population, OECD  

Panel B ς Annual average real labour income growth, 2010 ς 2014 (or latest year), 
Working-age population 

 
 

Notes: Labour incomes correspond to gross wages and salaries, and self-employment incomes. Data years: see Table 1. 

-5.3% 

-2.1% 

-3.6% 

1.1% 1.3% 

2.3% 

-6%

-4%

-2%

0%

2%

4%

Bottom 10% Mean Income Top 10%

2007-2010 2010-2014 2007-2014

-20%

-15%

-10%

-5%

0%

5%

10%

Bottom
10%

Mean Top 10%

2007 to 2010 2010 to 2014 2007 to 2014

-25%

-20%

-15%

-10%

-5%

0%

5%

10%

15%
Mean (U ) Bottom 10% Top 10%

http://www.oecd.org/statistics/job-quality.htm


Redistribution dampened the increase in 
market income inequality but has weakened 
recently 

4 Until recently, market income inequality rose 
faster than disposable income inequality 

Inequality before and after redistribution though transfers and 
taxes, respectively, 2007=100,  

Working-age population, OECD average 

Notes: OECD average excludes Hungary, Korea, Mexico, Turkey and 
Switzerland. Secretariat estimates for gross income inequality prior to 2011. 

5 Redistribution decreased in a majority of countries since 2010 
Percentage reduction of market income inequality due to transfers and taxes, 2007 - 14 (or latest year), working-age population 

Notes: Redistribution is defined as the difference between market income and disposable income inequality, expressed as a percentage of market income 
inequality. Market incomes are net of taxes in Hungary, Mexico and Turkey. Data years: see Table 1.
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2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Market income inequality (before transfers and taxes)

Gross income inequality (after transfers and before taxes)

Disposable income inequality (after transfers and taxes)



 6 Taxes are back at their pre-crisis levels while 
transfers stagnate at high level in 2013 

Change in real average market and disposable income, public cash 
transfers and taxes, 2007=100,  

Working-age population, OECD average 

Notes: The figures correspond to the changes in real terms of the mean of each 

component since 2007. OECD average excludes Hungary, Mexico, Switzerland 

and Turkey. 
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Market income
Public cash transfers
Personal income taxes
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