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Croatia-key facts: population 4,3 mil.
A lot of heritages included into the World Heritage List.

7 cultural heritage by UNESCO protection;

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fd/Maslinovik_starigradsko_polje_hvar.JPG&imgrefurl=http://hr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datoteka:Maslinovik_starigradsko_polje_hvar.JPG&h=650&w=975&sz=326&tbnid=qMMIy90hIWpdQM:&tbnh=99&tbnw=149&prev=/images%3Fq%3DStarigradsko%2Bpolje,slika&usg=__kU4QyBNNhDxO6LZyt8Eysz0ivnY=&ei=9GHlStWfCovc-QaD9KnJCQ&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=2&ct=image&ved=0CAkQ9QEwAQ
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://img264.imageshack.us/img264/5256/plitvickajezeraos8.jpg&imgrefurl=http://opelclub.hr/forum/viewtopic.php%3Ff%3D16%26t%3D20096&h=426&w=640&sz=202&tbnid=O5e2dl6a-Q4rdM:&tbnh=91&tbnw=137&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dslike%2Bplitvi%25C4%258Dkih%2Bjezera&hl=hr&usg=__HhnGM5liVxGS0G2NRNoFqfyToWI=&ei=irLlSvmtHdKK-Qbni-jICQ&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=4&ct=image&ved=0CA8Q9QEwAw


Croatia: total area 87 661km2;  

o/w: coastal sea 31 067km2;  AND 1185 Islands



PULA – Roman Emporium - Colonia Pietas Iulia Pola; 
DUBROVNIK, SPLIT, ZAGREB – oldest Cities in the World;  
1700-2000 years.

http://mojzagreb.info/galerija/gradovi/
http://www.adriaticsailing.hr/slike_photo_split_eng.htm


Sustainable Development:Key point

 Sustainability has to be a choice, a choice of a 
global society that thinks ahead and acts at any 
time.

 The term 'Sustainable Development' has been 
used (and misused) in a variety of ways by 
different groups and entities - and there is a 
constant needed to rethink its basic meaning, and 
adopt/contextualize it to different situations and 
scales. Therefore, it is important to take into 
consideration how different countries make 
revision of existing indicators and indices and 
develop new ones. 



The Concept and Measurement of 

Sustainability 

 There are over 100 definitions of sustainability and 
sustainable development, but the best known is the 
World Commission on Environment and 
Development‟s. This suggests that development is 
sustainable where it "meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs." (GDRC, 2009) 

 Using available sustainable development strategy and 
group of individual indicators and composite indices, 
attempt to assess the extent to which we can measure 
a country‟s progress. 

 The assessments are based on comparisons between 
standard indicators and recently developed core 
indicators for sustainable development (SD). 



Overview of Approaches 

More information about developments, including a database of SD 
indicators, forums, initiatives and projects around the world are 
available and obtainable on websites:

 The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) UN initiative and MDG 
Indicators, http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Default.aspx

 the Millennium project, http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/
 Beyond GDP – International Initiative, http://www.beyond-gdp.eu/
 United Nations Division for sustainable Development (UNCSD 

indicators), http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/dsd/dsd_index.shtml
 Community Indicators Consortium (CIC), 

http://www.communityindicators.net/
 The Virtual Exhibition project, www.seri.at
 The Dashboard of Sustainability, 

http://esl.jrc.it/envind/dashbrds.htm
 JRC indicators, http://esl.jrc.it/envind/index.htm
 SUS.DIV (Sustainable Development in a Diverse World) 

http://www.susdiv.org/
 The International Sustainable Development Research Society 

(ISDRS) http://www.isdrs.org/
 EU SDI network, 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/sdi/introduction

......, etc.

http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Default.aspx
http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/
http://www.beyond-gdp.eu/
http://www.beyond-gdp.eu/
http://www.beyond-gdp.eu/
http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/dsd/dsd_index.shtml
http://www.communityindicators.net/
http://www.seri.at/
http://esl.jrc.it/envind/dashbrds.htm
http://esl.jrc.it/envind/index.htm
http://www.susdiv.org/
http://www.isdrs.org/
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/sdi/introduction


Main finding

 We find that indicators for measuring and comparing SD are 
commonly used for both developed and developing countries. 
and contain information vital for assessing performance, 
monitoring and evaluating progress, predicting future trends, 
identifying priorities and for formulating policy and decision-
making. 

 The characteristics of developing countries' research systems 
are quite unlike those that gave rise to the sustainable 
development standards.

 The standard methodology which determines priorities for 
international comparability does not produce results that are 
relevant for policies suiting the countries' particular 
characteristics 

 The term 'Sustainable Development' has been used (and 
misused) in a variety of ways by different groups and 
entities.The national priorities for management of SD usually 
have an important role in construction SD indicators. 

 The challenge is how to make and use statistics and 
indicators that are both cross-nationally comparable and able 
to adequately reflect a country's specific economic and 
societal features. 



Findings and lessons to be learned

 Sustainable development encompasses three different 
pillars of policies - economic, environmental and social 
values. These different perspectives make matters 
more complex.

 Demands for information are multiple, change over 
time and originate from many sources – public and 
private. At the same time, there is a need to maintain 
balance between short and long-term information 
needs and continuing efforts and investments to 
improve information quality. 

 In addition to international organizations, many 
countries and groups have elaborated sets of indicators 
for monitoring sustainable development. The process of 
construction the indicators is exposed to many 
difficulties which usually obstruct unprejudiced 
considerations regarding SD. 



The difficulties are mainly related to the 

following issues: 

 Aggregation of indicators -The problem of more or less 
lengthy indicator lists is comparability and aggregation. 
Integrative concepts of sustainable development or the state 
and trend of the environment require evaluation or 
combination of indicators capturing the „gist‟ of these 
concept. 

 Compilation and publication of indicators - It is hardly 
possible to give a reasonable overview of the large variety of 
national and international programs of compiling and 
publishing social, environmental and sustainable development 
indicators. 

 Use and usefulness of indicators and indices – There is no 
universal set of environmental indicators. Although many 
indicators appear to be the same, most indicators are 
developed narrowly by an agency or organization for specific, 
mission-oriented needs. Composite indices are the „nutshell‟
indicators favoured by policy makers. However, they suffer in 
most cases from limited and subjective indicator selection, 
conducive to supporting more or less transparent agendas. 



Challenges

 The number of indicators and consequent limitations at 
present in SDI collection and international comparability.

 Distinction between the levels of indicators and how each 
organization’s description of indicators reflects to different 
kinds of user needs. 

 Comparability of SD indicators:
 coverage, definition and statistical validity; 
 variability in the quality of data available in the context 

of adoped sustainable development policies; 
 absence of harmonization of socio-demographic 

variables for some data; 
 issues arising on how the compiled SDI indicators 

should reflect different kinds of user needs; 
 implementation of indicator(s) in comparison on 

national, regional and international levels; 
 issues arising on how research contributes to 

sustainability. 



Sustainable development indicators: 

the „state of the art“in Croatia

 The first national lists of indicators by thematic fields 
(fresh and sea waters, soil, agriculture, air, climate 
change) have been worked out for the period 2005-
2007;

 The national indicators (NLI) by thematic fields 
consists of 15 thematic fields and data sheets for a 
total of 266 indicators. The NLI are coherent with 
the objectives and priorities of the National Strategy 
for Sustainable Development of Croatia (NSSD) 
adopted in February 2009; Available at: 
http://www.mzopu.hr/doc/Strategy_for_Sustainable
_Development.pdf

 The structure of the Croatian National List of SDI 
suggests that Croatian priorities are focused on 
environment and social welfare. 

 UNCSD _CSD- 18/SCP

http://www.mzopu.hr/doc/Strategy_for_Sustainable_Development.pdf
http://www.mzopu.hr/doc/Strategy_for_Sustainable_Development.pdf


Thank you for your attention!


