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The global financial - economic crisis, that started last fall put development programs at risk. According 
to the UN estimates, the number of people living in extreme poverty in 2009 will be 55-90 million more, 
than it had been expected before the crisis.   

New challenges undoubtedly influence the activities of international organizations, which have to help to 
overcome the crisis and to maintain sustainable development. Both the OECD and the INTOSAI work in 
the field of creating tools that countries need to assess the progress, to manage development processes, 
and what is even more important to prevent the recurrence of such crises. 

One of the problems is lack of a system of indicators sensitive to alarm economic signals and as a result 
inability of existing institutions of supervision and auditing to evaluate aggregated risks objectively. To 
promote the solution of the problem, the INTOSAI Working Group on Key National Indicators (KNI), 
headed by the SAI of Russian Federation was established in November 2007 within the framework of the 
Nineteenth Congress of INTOSAI. Currently the Group includes 20 SAI as full members and 5 observers.  

The use of the best international practices in assessing the development and coordination of efforts of the 
INTOSAI, the OECD, the World Bank and other competent international institutions should ensure 
success in the development of the KNI system, new auditing standards and ratings, that are sensitive to 
system risks of economic processes. 

The main expected result of the Group activity is a White Paper or Recommendations for the 
development and use of key national indicators in the SAIs activities. The Group works in close 
cooperation with the OECD Global Project. The Memorandum of Understanding for cooperation between 
the OECD and the INTOSAI in the area of measurement of the progress of societies was signed at the 
beginning of the year. 

The mission of the 3rd World Forum, as we see it, is to give a new impulse to the cooperation among the 
OECD, the INTOSAI and other members of the Forum not only on the issues of key national indicators, 
but also on a wide range of problems, solving of which may influence the success of the economic model, 
intended to ensure a balance between the anti-crisis programmes and preservation of the development 
capability for each country and for the world community as a whole.  

 


