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Introduction. On the 20
th

 anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, this paper 

challenges the global community to advance the fulfillment of child rights as an essential step 

toward the progress of societies. It demonstrates how the policies of UNICEF are committed to 

measuring and fostering progress through a proven approach to child rights-based measurement 

and programming.  This paper presents ideas and best practices to promote progress based on 

evidence. 

 

The true measure of a nation’s standing is how well it attends to its children – their 

health and safety, their material security, their education and socialization, and their 

sense of being loved, valued, and included in the families and societies into which they 

are born.
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1. Child Rights and Statistics 

Measuring progress requires reliable statistics.  This section of the paper explains UNICEF’s 

innovations and investment in capturing, analyzing and disseminating statistics on children. Key 

facts on children are presented in ground-breaking visualizations which demonstrate the progress 

being made in fulfilling child rights and the challenges that lie ahead. 

2. Child Rights and Knowledge 

This section assesses how statistics are transformed into knowledge to change the lives and well-

being of children and young people around the world.  It highlights the vital role of monitoring, 

comparison and discussion of child rights in the development of polices to improve children’s 

lives.  This analysis goes beyond the use of income poverty as a proxy measure for child well-

being to study disparities in a broader range of dimensions relevant to children’s lives and their 

rights:  health, education, security and family relationships. 

3. Child Rights and Policy 

Over the long-term, the measurement of child statistics serves as the basis on which policy on 

childhood is formed.  This section describes key focus areas where efforts are on track toward 

child development goals and points to early warning signals of stagnation or potential collapse in 

other policy areas.  It shows how measurement can help sharpen accountability, allocate 

resources more effectively and advance a multi-dimensional approach to improving the state of 

childhood in the world. 
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