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In a complex and interconnected world, evidence based research has became an indispensable tool for 

adopting sound policies for the progress of societies. Moreover, to many experts, the genuine value of 

evidence based research has been the extent to which evidence is utilized by people for reference, for 

influence and more importantly for change in their behaviors and attitudes. 

 

With the wake of globalization, and the information age that we are witnessing, welfare and progress of 

societies have been measured by the prevalence and adoption of good governance principles. Information 

access and transparency in availing evidence is amongst those principles. In addition, evidence has been 

always regarded as a basic and natural human right.   

 

In many countries of the world, think tanks are the main producers and users of evidence based research. 

This is because evidence allows think tanks to pursue their dual functions; the advocacy and the 

awareness. 

 

The advocacy function targeted at policy makers, is the function through which evidence is provided in 

the format of alternate policy options helping policy makers design and take sound and rational decisions. 

Whereas, the awareness function targeted at the general public opinion, is the function through which 

evidence is meant to stimulate societal debate and create public awareness and consensus on issues 

related to the progress and advancement of societies. 

 In both functions, the paper argues that evidence utilized by think tanks can affect and in some cases 

shape people's behaviors and attitudes, nevertheless, this might be encountered by some challenges.  

It is worth mentioning that the term "people" in this paper is defined as both policy makers as well as the 

general public opinion. 

 

In light of that, and building on the recommendations of the 2007 Istanbul declaration, this paper tries to 

examine the role of think tanks in their endeavor to affect people's behaviors through evidence based 

research and the challenges they encounter in this regards. The paper will examine this topic through 

application on the Information and Decision Support Center, the think tank for the Egyptian cabinet of 

Ministers.  

 


