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KEY CHALLENGES TO SUPREME AUDIT INSTITUTIONS AS 

REGARDS THE EU-LISBON PROCESS 

ULRIKE MANDL, AUSTRIAN COURT OF AUDIT  

 

In 2000 the Lisbon European Council set out the strategic goal to become the most competitive and 

dynamic knowledge-based economy in the world. This became known as the “Lisbon Strategy". 

Guidelines and specific timetables for achieving the goals were set at European level. These European 

guidelines were translated into national and regional policies by setting specific targets and adopting 

measures, taking into account national and regional differences. So called Structural Indicators were 

established to assess the progress made towards the Lisbon targets and to compare the European 

economies against the best economies in the world.  

At the beginning of the Lisbon Strategy, the Structural Indicators started to be crucial. The European 

Commission assessed the progress made along the key indicators and created peer pressure through a 

"blaming and shaming" strategy. However, most EU Member States struggled with this approach as soon 

as first structural reform efforts did not immediately show off in improved Structural Indicators. Finally, 

the Structural Indicators lost at importance at political level in favour of a more qualitative assessment. 

This went along with the overall decline of the political support of the Lisbon Strategy. Many timetables 

had to be postponed as Member States made poor progress with implementing crucial structural reforms.  

This article outlines that the statistical basis of the Lisbon Strategy, the Structural Indicators, could pave 

the way for effective ex-post audits by Supreme Audit Institutions (SAI) in the areas of microeconomic as 

well as employment policies. The SAI could therefore contribute to the implementation of the Lisbon 

Strategy by supporting or rather in fulfilling the initially European Commission task of assessing the 

progress made towards the Lisbon targets. The SAI could moreover, make sure that national and regional 

characteristics that hampered evaluation at European level, are taken into account. 


