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Facilitating Active citizenship is one of the European Commission’s strategies for increasing social 

cohesion and reducing the democratic deficit across Europe. The present report looks at the socio-

demographic characteristics and determinants of active and non active citizens. The report provides a 

detailed picture from 2002 across 14 European countries: Austrian, Belgium, Germany, Denmark, Spain, 

Finland, United Kingdom, Greece, Italy, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Sweden.  

Our statistical analysis is based on a multilevel regression model, looking at both the individual and at the 

country level.   

At a country level the intensity of active citizenship is higher in countries that are not just the richest but 

also the most equal in terms of income distribution as well as the most open in terms of religious 

heterogeneity.  

At the individual level the active citizen is working age, and about 48-64 years old - the age of the baby 

boomers. She or he typically has a high level of education and is also active in lifelong learning. An 

active citizen typically has a clear idea of the importance of religion in her life and she typically attends 

religious service. She lives in the countryside and has a good income. Concerning the media, she or he 

watches TV with moderation and reads newspapers. In terms of employment she or he is out of  the 

labour market, and is also not looking for a job. 

Conversely, the persons who are the least active are young people, living in big cities, with lower levels 

of education who are not participating in any lifelong learning activities. They are typically in the labour 

market but with a low income and limited responsibility. They do not hold a strong view about the 

importance of the religion in their life and they do not attend any religious services apart from special 

occasions. They spend a considerable amount of time every day watching TV but they do not read 

newspapers.  


