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Abstract 

 

Official statisticians are charged with authoritatively reporting on the economic, demographic, social and 

environmental situation in their countries.   Official statistics tell the story of a country‟s development and 

at the same time assist in shaping it. Choices of what to measure and how to measure it are not value-free. 

Maintaining trust and confidence in official statistics demands that we balance achieving utility and 

relevance with integrity, transparency and rigour.  Official statisticians, in striving to maintain relevance, 

are acutely aware of the „cutting edge‟ needs of policy-makers. These are vital ingredients in the process 

of deciding what to measure even as extraordinary efforts are taken to maintain professional 

independence over the science of statistical measurement and analysis. 

This paper briefly charts the progression of statistics from the time of the ancients‟ early collection and 

interpretation of data through to the big changes in the past couple of hundred years and the monumental 

gains in the 20
th
 and 21

st
 centuries. 

Examples are provided on how statistics are used to encourage transparency and accountability globally 

and how statistics contribute to the policy and decision-making of governments, interest groups and 

individuals around the world. As citizens, statistical information affects the decisions that we make and 

the views that we form.  

From the Republic of Korea to Mozambique and from Tonga to Iceland, data on real GDP, the CPI and 

trade balances are critical inputs into monetary, fiscal, trade and regulatory policy and hence their impacts 

on economic development. The paper also discusses a new report by Statistics New Zealand titled 

“Measuring New Zealand‟s Progress using a Sustainable Development Approach” that demonstrates 

official statisticians are continuing to advance their reporting in the interests of national progress. The 

paper concludes with the distinctive role of official statisticians and the fundamental challenge of being 

informative, relevant and trustworthy in an ever changing context. 


