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Speakers

· Chairs:
Giorgi Nodia, Minister, The Ministry of Education and Science, Georgia
Eva Egron-Polak, Secretary-General and Executive Director, IAU
· Rapporteur: Jørn Skovsgaard, Senior Adviser, International Relations Division, Ministry of Education

Part 1 – 09.00-10.30
· Janyne M. Hodder, President, The College of the Bahamas

· Abdul Razak Dzulkifli, Vice-Chancellor, Universiti Sains Malaysia
· Rolando Guzmán, Dominican Republic (to be confirmed)
Part 2 – 11.00-12.30
· Jaana Puukka, Analyst, OECD

· Francisco Marmolejo, Executive Director, CONAHEC
This session will have a two-fold focus: first, it will look at how to meet the challenge of creating diversified higher education systems which allow equitable participation for all and successful completion while responding to the demand for skills and being financially viable. Second, it will highlight how to mobilise higher education for regional development. The session will be organised by the International Association of Universities (IAU) in co-operation with the OECD Programme for Institutional Management in Higher Education (IMHE).

The first part of the workshop will explore some of the pressing and complex issues of increasing and broadening access to higher education and related issues of equity, success and quality, as key aspects of providing countries with the capacity for sustainable development. Notwithstanding the widely different national contexts, various policies, models and practices are being explored in most parts of the world to meet the requirements of knowledge-driven development both locally and globally. 

What policy measures or requirements can be considered as general or applicable everywhere? What needs to be considered when developing specific institutional or national strategies? Drawing on their experience, panellists will focus on identifying the obstacles facing individuals who seek access to higher education and the solutions institutions may offer.  They will consider aspects such as linkages with other parts of the educational system and with industry that allow more flexibility and easy transitions; funding – both public and private, diversification of HEI missions, new ways of looking at experiential learning and learner potential in the admission processes, diverse modes of delivery, etc as possible measures to increase equitable access and successful participation in higher education. 

The second part of the workshop will focus on lessons learnt from the OECD reviews of higher education in regional development. Highlighting the experiences of individual case studies and HEIs throughout the world, the speakers will argue that HEIs can best be mobilized for economic, social and cultural development in their regional contexts. Key questions include: What is higher education’s regional engagement all about? What are its drivers and barriers? What does it mean to the mission, and governance and management of universities, regions and nations? And how does it fit with the pursuit of world class academic excellence? 

The speakers will draw specifically from the reviews of fourteen regions in twelve countries in 2004-2007 but will also highlight the forthcoming evaluation round. While the OECD reviews provide no one-size fit-all solutions, they point to important general issues that need to be considered by universities, the local and regional stakeholders and national governments. 

Speakers and participants in the Workshop will be invited to consider these and other measures that are required to ensure that relevance, equity and quality in education are available to all. The presentations and discussions will lead to improved knowledge of how similar higher education imperatives can pose different challenges and require different policy responses in diverse national and regional contexts. Deeper awareness of how both institutional and governmental policies are, or can be, tailored to specific needs and practices might also result from the examples and discussions that will be presented.
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