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__________________________________________________________ 
 

UNITED NATIONS  
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
 

     STATISTICS DIVISION 
     TRADE STATISTICS BRANCH 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

6TH OECD INTERNATIONAL TRADE STATISTICS EXPERT MEETING (ITS) 
OECD-EUROSTAT MEETING OF EXPERTS IN TRADE IN SERVICES STATISTICS (TIS) 

Paris, 12-15 September 2005 
 

Item 14(d) of the provisional agenda 
 
 

- UNSD activities in statistics of international trade in services - 
- A progress report -    

 
 
Database development 
 
1. Earlier this year UNSD developed a pilot version of the UN International Trade in 
Services Database (UN ServiceTrade), detailed by partner country, service category and mode of 
supply and made it available for a peer review. Total of 46 persons were invited to test the 
database, including members of the Inter-agency Task Force on Statistics of International Trade 
in Services (TFSITS), Technical Subgroup on Mode 4 as well the UN Regional Commissions and 
several other international organizations.  
 
2.  The focus of this peer review was on the functionalities of the database as no special 
efforts were made to get into the database the most current statistics.  In general, users had no 
problems using the database. The functionalities such as data search and retrieval as well as the 
user information (provided as an annex to this document) appeared to be easy to use and well 
liked, while its resemblance to the Comtrade database was perceived as useful.  Some users 
suggested additional functionalities such as the conversion of data into other currencies and 
aggregations.  Very useful comments were also received on the data and its presentation, 
availability and the sources itself which will be taken into account in the future versions of the 
database. We plan to incorporate some changes by the end of 2005. 
 
3.  No analysis of comments on data is provided here as data content was not a priority at 
this time. However, the data contents will be moved into focus by the end of this year. UNSD will 
contact OECD, Eurostat and selected countries in order to obtain additional 
comments/information needed for finalization of the UNSD position on what kinds of data and 
metadata are to be stored in the database as well as on appropriate arrangements for data 
transmission to UNSD. UNSD plans to start regular data collection in early 2006. During most of 
2006 UN ServiceTrade will continue to be for country and international organizations use only. 
Access to the data will be password protected. The UN ServiceTrade is expected to become 
public in late 2006 or early in 2007, after it will pass another round of internal and peer review.   
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Development of methodology and coordination     
 
4. UNSD is actively participating in the work on the revision of the Manual on Statistics of 
International Trade in Services (Manual).  UNSD is chairing the Technical Subgroup on Mode 4 
which is responsible for the Development of a conceptual framework for the measurement of the 
Movement of Persons and, in particular, of Mode 4. Through the Technical Subgroups of the 
Expert Group on International Economic and Social Classifications UNSD is contributing to the 
review of the Extended Balance of Payments Services (EBOPS) classification with the intention 
to strengthen the link between the Central Product Classification (CPC) and EBOPS. UNSD 
intends to review its involvement in revision of the other parts of the Manual. 
 
5.  UNSD hosts and manages the TFSITS website.  The documents and minutes of the last 
Task Force meeting have been posted at http://unstats.un.org/unsd/tradeserv/meetings-tf.htm. 
Members of the Task Force are invited to provide information about upcoming and past meetings 
on international trade in services and to send important background papers for a better 
understanding of statistics of international trade in services for posting on the website.  
 
6. UNSD is developing a prototype of TFSITS newsletter. UNSD will present an outline of 
the newsletter as well as suggestions for its contents to the next TF meeting (16 September 2005). 
It is expected that the first issue of the Newsletter will be posted on the UNSD website in 
November 2005.  
 
 
Technical assistance 
 
7. UNSD continued provision of technical assistance to developing countries. UNSD staff 
participated in the OAS/CIDA Workshop on The Use of Services Statistics in International Trade 
for the CARICOM Region, in Antigua and Barbuda, 21 - 22 July 2005.  The workshop was 
organized by the Office of Trade, Growth and Competitiveness (OTGC) of the Organization of 
American States (OAS) to advance the work on the collection, analysis and dissemination of 
trade in services statistics of the Eastern Caribbean countries (OECS) and to enhance the 
countries’ capacity to compile statistics according to the Manual on Statistics of International 
Trade in Services. 
  
8. UNSD in cooperation with the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean (UNECLAC) is organizing a joint workshop on compilation of trade in 
services statistics in Panama City, Panama from 13 to 16 September 2005. The main purposes of 
the workshop are to (i) review the current country practices in this area in light of the 
recommendations of the United Nations Statistical Commission as published in Manual on 
Statistics of International Trade in Services (Statistical Papers, Series M, No. 86, United Nations, 
2002), (ii) identify main difficulties in establishing effective compilation mechanisms, and (iii) 
make progress in finding solutions which would help to ensure compilation of the high quality 
data. Special attention will be devoted to country experiences in specific service categories and 
identification of the best practices in this area. More information is available at: 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/tradeserv/cooperation.htm. 
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9.  UNSD is committed to provide assistance to developing countries in future. We will 
concentrate on identification of suitable practices in compilation of statistics on international 
trade in services taking into account country needs and circumstances aiming, at the same time, at 
enhancing their capabilities by staff training and provision of technical advice on various 
technical issues. For 2006 at least on workshop on the trade is services is planned. 
 
 

_________________ 
 

Annex 
 

The UN International Trade in Services Database  

(UN Service Trade) 

I. Background 

 In 2003 the Inter-agency Task Force on Statistics of International Trade in Services 
(TFSITS) agreed that as a part of the implementation plan of the Manual on Statistics of 
International Trade in Services (MSITS) the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD), using its 
experience with the trade statistics database (UN COMTRADE) would create a database system 
which will be able to process, store and disseminate statistics of international trade in services in 
accordance with the MSITS, including trade by service category and partner country (see Report 
of the Inter-agency Task Force on Statistics of International Trade in Services to the UN 
Statistical Commission, issued as background document of the Statistical Commission 2004). 
This pilot version of the UN International Trade in Services database (UN ServiceTrade) is made 
available to members of TFSITS and the UN Regional Commissions for comments. Any 
comments and suggestions will be highly appreciated and used to enhance the database contents 
and functionalities.  
 
II. Description of the database 
 
 Scope. The current scope of UN ServiceTrade is resident to non-resident trade in services 
and some related data series. 
 
 Sources. The main sources of data and metadata are OECD and the IMF. Some data are 
obtained from CARICOM and national sources. At this point the focus is on functionalities of the 
database. Therefore, no special efforts were made to get into the database the most current 
statistics. The data are distinguished by source which makes it possible to compare data for the 
same country, same service category and same year among different sources.  The IMF data 
covers over 150 countries and areas for the years 1996 to 2002. These data represent exports 
to/imports from the World and are broken down by service categories. Two kinds of OECD data 
have been loaded. The first kind covers exports to/imports from the World for 1970 – 1998 and is 
broken down by EBOPS category. The second kind covers 1999, 2000 and 2001 and is broken 
down by EBOPS category and by partner country.  
 
 Currency. All values are in US dollars.  
 
 Classification.  Services are classified according to the Extended Balance of Payments 
Services Classification (EBOPS), EBOPS memorandum items and some additional BOP 
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components, namely: compensation of employees, workers remittances, migrant’s transfers and 
direct investment. 

III. Functionalities 

 How to access and extract data through the UN SITS website? 

 There are two principle tools for data extraction:  “Shortcut query” and  “Express 
Selection”. 
 
 “Shortcut query” allows you to extract data for a particular country. The default setting is 
“Total EBOPS services” but users can enter any other specific service category or item. In 
addition, users can select trade flow (exports or imports), partner country and years. By default 
Shortcut query provides data from all available data sources (OECD, IMF, CARICOM, National). 
 
 “Express Selection” provides full flexibility in the selection of the query parameters data 
source, service category, reporter, partner, years and trade flows (exports and imports). The 
convenient “Lookup” function supports users in their selection. The “Advanced Items” feature 
allows users to filter and sort the selected data. 
 
 Within “Express Selection” the user can save queries for later use. To use this function 
the user has to personalize his account (see Using “My UN ServiceTrade” to personalize data 
access and download). 
 
 An additional way of accessing data is checking the data availability (see below). All data 
can be easily downloaded (see Using “My UN ServiceTrade” of how to modify the download 
options). 
 
 How to compare data from different sources? 
 
 Within “Express Selection” users can select more than one data source. If data from two 
data sources is selected and/or available the differences between the data of these two sources 
will be displayed next to the data. 
 
 When you want to know the data availability of certain reporters or services or 
years 
 
 The “Data Availability” menu offers users 6 options to check data availability and to 
access data: “Interactive”, “In Graph”, by “Reporters”, “Services”, “Years” or by “Date of 
Loading”. In each of these options users can consecutively narrow down their selection. 
 
 A link to data availability is also offered within the sub menu “Service List” and 
“Country List” of the “Metadata and Reference” menu. 
 
 When you want to know the description of certain services or countries, or list of all 
services or countries, or access the metadata of a country 
 
 In the “Metadata and Reference” menu users can choose either: “Service List” or 
“Country List” sub menu and view the complete list of UN Tis items and countries. The items in 
“Service List” are split into EBOPS Services, EBOPS Memorandum Items and Supplementary 
Items. 
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 “Service List” and “Country List” offer access to the data (click at “Data availability”) 
and metadata (click “Metadata”) by data source.  
 
 Quick Search 
 
 “Quick Search” (available in all pages) was designed to provide a connection to any 
information in UN ServiceTrade, including glossary or help pages. Try to type ‘Algeria’ or 
‘travel’, “Quick Search” will give you results after you type a first character. 

 Using “My UN ServiceTrade” to personalize data access and download 

 The database offers several features for personalization under the menu “My UN 
ServiceTrade”. The prerequisite for using these features is that the user enters his/her email 
address at the “My UN ServiceTrade” sub menu “Account Info”. Then users can customize 
his/her download format (sub menu “Download Format”) or view his download history (sub 
menu “Download History”). In addition, users can save their queries in “Express Selection” for 
later use. 

 


