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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNSD - OECD DATA SHARING AGREEMENT
-JOINT REPORT BY UNSD AND OECD-

Introduction

1. In an effort to explore possible ways of how UNSD and OECD could deepen existing co-operation in
the field of annual merchandise trade statistics, some concrete steps have been taken to  share source
data from OECD countries received by both organisations. The aim of this initiative is:

� First, to alleviate the response burden on OECD Member countries.

� Second, to ensure that both organisations will publish identical trade data while eliminating
duplication of work.

1. Procedure

2. In 1999, OECD and UNSD met and evaluated the situation. Both concluded that most OECD countries
were sending virtually identical data at approximately the same time to both organisations.

3. Consequently, both organisations agreed to move ahead and informed 13 OECD countries by a joint
letter that UNSD would cease collecting these data directly from them and instead receive from OECD
a copy of the national data.

4. The 13 countries were:

Czech Republic, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea, Norway, Sweden,
Switzerland, Turkey.

A copy of the joint standard latter is attached as Annex.

2. Results achieved

5. It can be said that the first stated objective has been met.  The reaction from countries was positive. Of
course, because of the timing, some countries had already sent their data to UNSD. But the remaining
countries did follow the proposed way of action.  OECD did not encounter any problem in transmitting
data to UNSD and for certain countries this could be even done on the same day. It is, therefore,
encouraging to see that sought improvements also translate into reality. Since it is rather often the case
that a country submission needs further technical and/or statistical follow up, it was considered as an
additional benefit that both organisations had to exchange more detailed technical information about
certain countries.

6. Obviously, it is important that these countries continue to send every year merchandise trade data to
OECD in the required format and detail stated at the earliest moment in time. By doing so they would
not only help OECD to honour its engagement vis-à-vis the UN but also contribute to ensure that
timely and relevant trade information continues to become available on a more global scale.
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7. This joint initiative is seen as a first step in a larger frame of co-operation which, it is hoped, will be
extended to cover all OECD Member countries. Also, as stated as second aim, common data
processing procedures should be elaborated and lead to identical trade data published by both
organisations.

8. A Memorandum of Understanding between the UNSD and OECD , setting out the respective rights
and obligations, is under preparation for signature by the respective Chief Statisticians and Heads of
Services.

9. This initiative was brought to the attention of country delegates to the first OECD trade statistics
meeting held 8-9 June 1999 and to the members of the International Trade Task Force at their meeting
on 21-23 March 2000 in Vienna.  At both meetings, the initiative was welcomed and both
organisations were encouraged to pursue the effort undertaken.

3. Future co-operation

10. Both organisations have the objective of having in their databases and publications harmonised
data for OECD countries. This requires starting with identical national input data, applying uniform
processing techniques and agreeing on definitions of partner countries and regions.  With this in mind,
OECD and UNSD will exchange details of how they process the data from each country. This will
increase awareness of equivalencies and differences in the processed data, and to try to make processed
data more comparable (this involves issues of inclusions/exclusions of gold or other commodities,
treatment of confidential data, quantities, adjustment of quantity data, estimation of missing quantities,
validity checks etc).
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Annex : UNSD/OECD standard letter

6 March 2000

Statistics Division
United Nations

New York, NY 10017
United States of America

Statistics Directorate
Organisation for Economic Co-operation

andDelopment
2, rue Andre-Pascal

75775 Paris (Cedex 16), France

Dear Sir/Madame,

For many years now you have been providing detailed annual international trade statistics by commodity
and partner to the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) and the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) for our commodity trade statistics data bases.  We have appreciated
your cooperation over the years.

We are now making efforts to reduce the reporting burden on countries; we also want to have identical
trade data in our databases for OECD member countries.  To meet these objectives we have agreed that the
UNSD will cease collecting the detailed trade statistics directly from OECD member countries and will
receive instead, from OECD, a copy of the data that each member country provides to OECD.
Consequently, we are pleased to invite you to cease sending the detailed trade data to UNSD, commencing
with the data for 1999.   In the past, UNSD has asked countries to provide the maximum detail available
for trade in Chapter 2710 of the Harmonized System; would you kindly continue to provide that detail to
OECD and it will be made available to UNSD.

We hope you will find this initiative appropriate.

Yours sincerely, Yours sincerely,

Richard Roberts
Chief, International Trade

Statistics Branch
Statistics Division

Andreas Lindner
Head, Trade and Agriculture Section

National Accounts Division
Statistics Directorate


