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Agriculture and Fisheries Statistics 

OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2015-2024 

Purpose 

To provide an annual update of statistical information and projections by country for OECD members, 
the OECD area, selected non-member countries, other developed, developing and least developed 
countries and regional and world aggregates, of supply and use balances for cereals, oilseeds, sugar, 
meats, dairy products, fish products, biofuels and cotton up to 2024. 

Objectives and outputs 

To maintain a database with detailed supply and use information for most temperate zone agricultural 
commodities. The tables provide detailed information for production, consumption, trade, stocks and 
prices in OECD countries and a large number of other countries including China, Argentina, Brazil, India, 
South Africa, Russian Federation and other independent states and many smaller countries and regions 
in Africa, Asia and Latin America. Most series cover the period from 1970 to the most current year and 
include updated annual projections for up to ten years in the future. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, China, India, Russian Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Split of the coarse grain module between a module for maize and a module for other coarse grains 

Split of the oilseed module between a module for soybeans and a module for other oilseeds 
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Agriculture and Fisheries Statistics 

Producer and Consumer Support Estimates 
in OECD countries and selected non-

member economies 

Purpose 

To collect, process, analyse and publish data on support to agriculture in OECD countries and selected 
non-member economies. The activity also provides a database for various research and analysis 
activities of the Directorate. This is a joint activity between the "Policies and Trade in Agriculture", 
"Development Division" and "Natural Resources Policies" Divisions of the Trade and Agriculture 
Directorate. 

Objectives and outputs 

To update the Producer and Consumer Support Estimate annual database and to calculate the various 
indicators of support to agriculture. The data are used to evaluate agricultural policies in OECD countries 
and selected non-member economies, mainly in the annual Agricultural Policy Monitoring and Evaluation 
report, which is reviewed and approved by the Working Party on Agricultural Policies and Markets.  

The data collected and the method used to calculate the indicators of support are reviewed both 
internally within TAD, and externally by the Working Party on Agricultural Policies and Markets, on an 
annual basis. These review processes improve the data quality as well as the methodology used in the 
calculations. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, Colombia, Croatia, Cyprus, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Romania, 
Russian Federation, Slovenia Former, South Africa, Ukraine  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The 2015 report covers the OECD countries and selected non-member economies. It is the first in a 
series that will cover all countries on annual basis. 
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Agriculture and Fisheries Statistics 

Review of Fisheries in OECD Countries - 
2015 

Purpose 

To collect and present data for the publication Review of Fisheries. To provide staff, and other potential 
users, with a database for research and analysis purposes. The latter applies to the Policy Reviews as 
well as other activities of the Division. To provide other Directorates with data on fisheries resources. 

Objectives and outputs 

The principal purpose is to collect and make available data on a consistent basis among member 
countries (and observers) of statistics relevant to fisheries i.e. landings (harvest) and processing, fleet, 
fishers, employment, trade (via the ITS database), aquaculture and government financial transfers. The 
data are used nationally, principally for reporting purposes and internationally (e.g. OECD), for analytical 
purposes. Data also serve as reference for other international organisations and as a means for cross-
checking and reconciling information from national sources.  

Questionnaires and tables are sent (annually) to national correspondents following discussion and 
approval by the Committee for Fisheries. Data are collected and disseminated in the Review of Fisheries 
Statistics. Data published are also accessible via the public fisheries web site and more recent series 
through the Committee Web Site. At the international level co-ordination takes place among agencies 
involved in fisheries statistical programmes through the Co-ordinated Working Party (CWP) on Fisheries 
Statistics. The OECD is in close co-operation with the FAO and EUROSTAT in the collection of fisheries 
data. This is done, inter alia, with a view to avoid overlapping activities.  

The data collected (and the procedures) are reviewed by the Committee for Fisheries on an annual basis. 
Internationally, improvements are carried out through the CWP. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, China, Chinese Taipei, Colombia, Costa Rica, Indonesia, Latvia, Russian Federation, Thailand  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Continued improvements in metadata and comparison possibilities across member countries. The 
Fisheries Support Estimate (FSE) data are included in the database. Data are available to the public via 
the fisheries web site. Chinese Taipei and Thailand have been included since 2006, then Argentina. 
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Demographic and Population Statistics 

International Migration 

Purpose 

To produce consistent and annual international migration data for OECD member countries and some 
non-member countries and ensure methodological soundness and comparability of international 
migration data. 

Objectives and outputs 

- Updating and extending the International Migration Database available via OECD.Stat and publishing 
an extensive statistical annex in the annual report "International Migration Outlook" (IMO), which 
contains the most recent available data on migration flows, foreign and immigrant populations, foreign 
workers, naturalisations and foreign students.  

- Producing and improving standardised long-term and temporary inflows series by category and 
publishing in the IMO and OECD.Stat. Categories for long-term flows include work, family, humanitarian, 
free circulation; Categories for temporary workers include students, trainees, seasonal workers, working 
holiday makers, intra-company transfers. 

- Updating the Database on Immigrants in OECD Countries (DIOC and DIOC-Extended) for the years 
2010/11.  

- Collection of thematic indicators of integration of immigrants and their children for a publication. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Albania, Argentina, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
China, Chinese Taipei, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Ecuador, Egypt, Georgia, Hong Kong, 
India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Macedonia, Malaysia, Malta, 
Moldova, Mongolia, Morocco, Other, Peru, Republic of Montenegro, Republic of Serbia, Romania, Russian 
Federation, Saudi Arabia, Serbia and Montenegro, Singapore, Slovenia Former, South Africa, Tajikistan, 
Thailand, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Dissemination of quarterly statistics on labour market outcomes of immigrants. 

Publication on the indicators of integration of immigrants and their children (to be published first quarter 
of 2015). 
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Demographic and Population Statistics 

Population Projections 

Purpose 

Maintain a population projections database to achieve transparency in the use of population projections 
within OECD. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, Bulgaria, China, Colombia, Cyprus, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Romania, Russian 
Federation, South Africa, World  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Update the database with UN revised data for the non-member countries data and national statistical 
sites for members countries data. 
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Development 

Creditor Reporting System (CRS) Aid 
Activity Database 

Purpose 

Provide Members of the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) and the international aid community 
a set of readily available key data that enables analysis on where aid goes, what purposes it serves and 
what policies it aims to implement. The DAC uses the data for consideration of specific policy issues and 
for monitoring donors' compliance with various international recommendations in the field of 
development co-operation. It also serves to assess the fulfilment of pledges made. Outside the DAC, the 
data are mainly used to analyse the sectorial and geographical breakdown of aid for selected years and 
donors or groups of donors. 

The DAC strives to be a transparency hub for external development finance. 

Objectives and outputs 

Collect, review and publish high-quality quantitative and qualitative information on external 
development financing.  

Decisions taken at the DAC High Level Meeting (HLM) in December 2014 on the new framework for 
measuring external development financing post-2015 will enhance the coverage of public and private 
financing and associated instruments that contribute to development outcomes at country level or help 
address global public challenges, such as environmental sustainability. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

World  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

New or revised methodologies and classifications to implement the decisions taken by the DAC HLM in 
December 2014 (see above). 
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Development 

Database on Country Programmable Aid and 
Forward Spending Survey (CPA-FSS 

database) 

Purpose 

Provide members of the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) and the international development 
community a set of readily of available statistics on Country Programmable Aid (CPA) flows. This 
measure of aid comes much closer to capturing the flows received and recorded in country aid 
management systems than measures of total aid (ODA – official development assistance). CPA is 
estimated on the basis of the standard DAC statistics (DAC and CRS) and defined through exclusion, by 
subtracting from total gross ODA aid that is: unpredictable by nature (humanitarian aid and debt relief); 
entails no cross-border flows (administrative costs, imputed student costs, promotion of development 
awareness, and research and refugees in donor countries); does not form part of co-operation 
agreements between governments (food aid and aid from local governments); or is not country 
programmable by the donor (core funding of NGOs). The database provides reference data to DAC and 
other stakeholders for the analysis of fragmentation and planned forward spending of aid.  

The database is also used to store and analyse the data collected in the annual DAC Survey on 
Indicative Forward Spending Plans (FSS), the only regular process that brings together most bilateral 
and multilateral aid spending plans up to 3 years ahead at the global level. Since 2012, most of the 
donors have also agreed to make this indicative information publicly available through OECD.STAT. The 
results from the Survey also feed into the annual press release on ODA flows. 

Objectives and outputs 

To provide timely and comprehensive statistics on country programmable aid (CPA) for all countries and 
territories on the DAC List of ODA Recipients.  

To provide reference data for the annual Report of the Survey on Indicative Forward Spending Plans and 
for the other reports on Development Finance, including the DAC Report Multilateral Aid. 

To provide timely and comprehensive statistics on future aid flows based on the annual Survey on 
Indicative Forward Spending Plans. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Russian Federation  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Further strengthening the methodology to derive CPA. 

Improved coverage and comprehensiveness of data collected in the annual Survey on Indicative Forward 
Spending Plans. 
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Development 

Official and Private Resource Flows from 
DAC Members to Developing Countries 

Purpose 

The Development Assistance Committee (DAC) aggregate database provides comprehensive data on the 
volume, origin and types of aid and other resource flows to over 150 aid recipients. The data shows each 
aid recipient's receipts of official development assistance (ODA), other official flows and private flows 
from members of the DAC, multilateral agencies and other non-DAC donors. 

It provides Members of the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) and the international aid 
community a set of readily available key data that enables analysis on where aid goes, what purposes it 
serves and what policies it aims to implement. The DAC uses the data for consideration of specific policy 
issues and for monitoring donors' compliance with various international recommendations in the field of 
development co-operation. It also serves to assess the fulfilment of pledges made. Outside the DAC, the 
data are mainly used to analyse the sectorial and geographical breakdown of aid for selected years and 
donors or groups of donors. 

The DAC strives to be a transparency hub for external development finance. 

Objectives and outputs 

Collect, review and publish high-quality quantitative and qualitative information on external 
development financing.  

Decisions taken at the DAC High Level Meeting (HLM) in December 2014 on the new framework for 
measuring external development financing post-2015 will enhance the coverage of public and private 
financing and associated instruments that contribute to development outcomes at country level or help 
address global public challenges, such as environmental sustainability. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Chinese Taipei, Cyprus, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Romania, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, 
Thailand  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

New or revised methodologies and classifications to implement the decisions taken by the DAC HLM in 
December 2014 (see above). 
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Development 

PARIS21 Partnership in Statistics for 
Development in the 21st Century 

Purpose 

PARIS21 is a partnership of national, regional and international statisticians, policy makers, analysts, 
development professionals and other users and producers of statistics, including civil society. PARIS21''s 
goal is to help build statistical capacities in developing countries. 

Objectives and outputs 

PARIS21 activities focus on assisting all low-income and lower middle income countries in the design, 
implementation, and monitoring of National Strategies for the Development of Statistics (NSDS). 
PARIS21 carries out this work through (i) facilitating the co-ordination of stakeholders to better address 
an evolving agenda, (ii) advocating for increased involvement of national stakeholders in statistical 
development and enhancing the status of statistics in major international initiatives, (iii) promoting 
better-quality and effectively implemented NSDSs, and (iv) stimulating increased demand for and better 
use of data. Co-ordination activities include the annual Partner Report on Support to Statistics, which 
provides an inventory of global support to statistical development, and the creation of national (country-
donor) partnerships to discuss statistical issues. Advocacy activities have included the production of 
national booklets promoting the importance of statistics in poverty reduction decision-making processes. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Albania, Argentina, Armenia, Asia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
China, Chinese Taipei, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Ecuador, Egypt, Georgia, Hong Kong, 
India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Macedonia, Malaysia, Malta, 
Moldova, Mongolia, Morocco, Other, Peru, Republic of Montenegro, Republic of Serbia, Romania, Russian 
Federation, Serbia and Montenegro, Singapore, Slovenia Former, South Africa, Tajikistan, Thailand, 
Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Throughout 2015, PARIS21 completed the Informing a Data Revolution Project which produced a 
roadmap that sets out a broad programme of actions around four pillars (capacity and resources; 
principles and standards; technology, innovation and analysis; governance and leadership) to help 
developing countries meet the challenges and the data needs related to the SDGs. Other activities 
included in-depth country studies, innovations inventory and a meta database on the organisational and 
performance of national statistical systems. PARIS21 also adopted a new strategy in 2015 that will run 
through the period of 2016 – 2020. This new strategy takes into consideration the changing 
environment of the SDGs, the Data Revolution and the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development 
Data.  

In 2015, PARIS21 and its partners have further refined the methodology of the Partner Report on 
Support to Statistics (PRESS). The revised PRESS methodology uses a new text mining technique to 
identify statistics projects in the CRS database that are not currently labelled as support to statistics. 
This approach avoids double counting projects as it uses the CRS as the only data source for DAC 
members. 
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Education and Training Statistics 

Education (INES activities) 

Purpose 

To produce and publish indicators and analysis on the operation, evolution and impact of education, 
from early childhood through formal education to learning and training throughout life. The collected 
data cover the outputs of educational institutions, the policy levers that shape educational outputs, the 
human and financial resources invested in education, structural characteristics of education systems, 
and the economic and social outcomes of education. 

Objectives and outputs 

Production of indicators on the financing of education, participation in and graduation from education. 
Indicators on educational attainment of the adult population and associated labour market outcomes, 
teacher salaries and work conditions, and instruction time are provided by INES Networks LSO (Labour 
Market, Economic and Social Outcomes of Learning) and NESLI (Collection and Adjudication of System-
level descriptive Information on Educational Structures, Policies and Practices).  

The main publication is "Education at a Glance". In the 2015 edition, new indicators focus on: 

• 2014 data on educational attainment and participation in the labour market and 2015 data on 
instruction time, and on appraisal, evaluation and assessment mechanisms; 

• more detailed analysis of participation in early childhood and tertiary levels of education; 

• indicators on the impact of skills on employment and earnings, gender differences in education and 
employment, and teacher and school leader appraisal systems; 

• analysis of first generation tertiary-educated adults and their educational and social mobility, 
labour market outcomes for recent graduates, and participation in employer-sponsored formal and/or 
non-formal education; 

• data and analysis on the skills and readiness to use information and communication technology for 
problem solving in teaching and learning; 

• information on recess and breaks during the school day, teachers’ typical qualifications, criteria for 
determining teachers’ base salaries and additional payments for teachers, and salaries for tertiary 
faculty 

Ongoing methodological work includes: development of efficiency measures and consolidation of tertiary 
indicators. The UOE data collection has been revised in 2014 because of the implementation of ISCED 
2011. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Lithuania, Russian Federation, 
Saudi Arabia, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 
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Education database will benefit from the OECD.Stat, StatWorks and MetaStore developments. Trend 
data using ISCED 2011 will be reviewed. Data and indicator development will include improving the 
quality and relevance of the tertiary indicators on entry, graduation, tuition fees and student mobility, 
further developing the indicators on educational efficiency and on tertiary completion rates. 
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Education and Training Statistics 

Education (INES-LSO data collections) 

Purpose 

The INES Network on Labour Market, Economic and Social Outcomes of Learning (LSO) develops 
indicators on the relationships among education, labour markets, economic performance and social 
progress. 

Objectives and outputs 

The work of the LSO Network focuses on various outcomes of education, including: educational 
attainment; school-to-work transitions; adult learning; employment, unemployment and earnings; 
educational and social intergenerational mobility; and social outcomes. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Latvia, Lithuania, Russian Federation  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Inclusion in OECD.Stat, and development of a new database on Earnings. 
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Education and Training Statistics 

Education and Social Progress-2015 

Purpose 

To understand how education systems can better contribute to skills development, particularly social and 
emotional skills, and to identify the types of skills that drive economic and social outcomes. 

Objectives and outputs 

(a) To finalise and disseminate the international report titled "Skills for Social Progress: The Powers of 
Social and Emotional Skills". 

(b) To prepare the launch of the Longitudinal Study of Social and Emotional Skills in Cities (LSEC). 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, Colombia, Russian Federation  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Launch of the Longitudinal Study of Social and Emotional Skills in Cities (LSEC). 

Further evidence building and policy dialogues on social and emotional skills. 
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Education and Training Statistics 

Indicators on Skills, Mobility and Job 
Quality 

Purpose 

To provide OECD members with a statistical tool for better understanding the relationship between skills 
mobility and job quality at the local level. Updated indicators and data for additional countries will be 
published as part of a new LEED flagship publication in November 2016 

Objectives and outputs 

LEED has developed a statistical diagnostic tool to better understand the balance between skills supply 
and demand at sub-regional level. In 2011-12 this tool is being applied in a broad set of countries, 
drawing on available data at TL3 level to produce composite indicators of supply and demand. Data is 
being collected for a number of indicators including qualification levels, productivity, occupational 
structure, wages and unemployment at sub-regional level and analysed by the Secretariat. The work has 
fed into the OECD Skills Strategy and the results are available at the skills.oecd.org website. Updated 
indicators and data for additional countries will be published as part of a new LEED flagship publication 
in November 2016 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, South Africa, Venezuela  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

- Additional tests for the identification of benchmarking groups 

- Tests for linking the supply and demand indicators with economic and labour market outcomes 
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Education and Training Statistics 

Programme for International Student 
Assessment (PISA) 

Purpose 

The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) was created by the OECD member 
countries in 1997 to produce direct assessments of student performance, on a regular basis in an 
efficient, timely and cost-effective manner; and to provide more relevant and powerful indicators of 
human capital. PISA produces assessments of reading literacy, mathematical literacy, scientific literacy 
and a growing range of cross-curricular competencies among 15-year-olds in school. 

Objectives and outputs 

The results of the 5th PISA cycle, PISA 2012, were published in December 2013. The initial report 
provided comparisons and progress reports of 15-year old students’ knowledge and skills in reading, 
mathematics and science (with a focus on mathematics) in the 65 countries that participated in PISA 
2012, including all 34 OECD countries. Additional reports have been published during 2015 on gender 
differences and ICT in education. In addition, each month a short note on a specific policy-oriented topic 
is released in the PISA in Focus series. The main data collection for PISA 2015 also took place during the 
year. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Albania, Argentina, Asia, Brazil, Bulgaria, China, Chinese Taipei, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Dominican 
Republic, Georgia, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, Malaysia, Malta, 
Moldova, Other, Peru, Republic of Montenegro, Republic of Serbia, Romania, Russian Federation, 
Singapore, Slovenia Former, Thailand, Uruguay  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The main data collection took place in 2015. PISA 2015 is the first PISA cycle with a computer-based 
assessment at its core, while maintaining measurement of trends to previous cycles and allowing for 
countries that are not ready for computer-based assessment to opt for a paper-based version. PISA 
2015 covers reading, mathematics and science (with science as the major domain) and also includes an 
assessment of students’ collaborative problem-solving skills. 
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Education and Training Statistics 

Programme for the International 
Assessment of Adult Competencies (PIAAC) 

Purpose 

To identify and measure differences between individuals and across countries in key competencies and 
other economic and social outcomes believed to underpin both personal and societal success; assess 
their impact on economic and social outcomes; assess the performance of education and training 
systems in generating the required competencies at the levels required by social and economic 
demands; and identify key policy levers that lead to enhancing competencies and their effective 
utilisation. 

Objectives and outputs 

The main objectives for work on PIAAC in 2015 were (1) to carry out a programme of thematic analysis 
(2) complete data collection and data preparation for Round 2 of PIAC (3) undertake preparations for 
the field test for Round 3 and (4) release the initial national versions of the on-line version of the 
assessment (Education and Skills Online). 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Cyprus, Ecuador, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Lithuania, Peru, Romania, Russian Federation, Singapore  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

A report on the summary results for the 9 countries participating in the Second Round of PIAAC will be 
released on 28 June 2016. A number of thematic reports providing in-depth analysis of specific topics 
based on PIAAC data will also be released. The field test for the third round of the study involving 6 
additional countries will also take place in 2016. 
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Education and Training Statistics 

Programme for the Teaching and Learning 
International Survey (TALIS) 

Purpose 

To provide data and indicators on the learning environment in schools and about the work environment 
of teachers, as part of the OECD education indicator work. 

Objectives and outputs 

The further development of indicators and analysis of teachers, teaching and learning through the 
implementation of a second round, for which data collection took place in 2012 and 2013, with reporting 
in 2014 and 2015. TALIS focuses on the learning environment in schools, sampling teachers and school 
principals and aims to provide cross-country data, indicators and analysis on factors influencing effective 
teaching and learning and the working environment of teachers. The focus for the core survey of second 
round is lower secondary (ISCED Level 2), though some countries also opted to survey elementary 
(ISCED Level 1) and upper secondary (ISECD Level 3) schools and to perform a school-level linkage with 
PISA 2012 by surveying schools that participated in PISA 2012. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, Bulgaria, Croatia, Latvia, Malaysia, Republic of Serbia  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The release of the TALIS 2013 international database and initial reporting took place in June 2014. This 
included the release of the report "TALIS 2013 Results: An International Perspective on Teaching and 
Learning", of the "TALIS 2013 Technical Report" and of the "Teachers' Guide to TALIS 2013". 
Additionally, monthly "Teaching in Focus" policy briefs begun to be published in September 2014, each 
focussing on a different set of TALIS 2013 indicators. 
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Energy Statistics 

Taxing Energy Use database 

Purpose 

To provide a detailed, systematic overview of the taxation of energy use in 41 OECD and G20 countries. 
This requires determining the rates of taxation applicable at a given date to a combination of 61 fuels 
used by 30 users (i.e. for 1830 individual data points) in each country. 

Objectives and outputs 

Taxing Energy Use aims to provide a systematic assessment of the taxation of energy (and by 
extension, of carbon emissions from energy use) for 41 OECD and G20 countries. It also provides a 
database which allows the inclusion of further countries or other price-based signals on energy use.  

Information on the taxation of and amount of energy use is compiled and analysed for 41 countries, and 
for 1830 combinations of fuels and users. Zero values of taxation are included. Energy use information is 
taken from the IEA's extended world energy balances. Information on tax rates is collected by CTPA 
from national sources in local currency per unit of fuel (e.g. litres, tonnes, kWh etc.), as determined by 
the legislation or regulation in each country. These are then converted to a common currency per 
measure of energy (in GJ) by the secretariat using OECD data on exchange rates and IEA conversion 
factors. Results are sorted by sector and are summarized in easy-to-interpret graphical profiles. The 
metrics are frequently used as evidence in analysis of environmentally related taxes in fiscal, energy and 
environmental policy. 

The first Taxing Energy Use publication was released in January 2013. Since then, it has been used in 
multiple other publications of the OECD, notably Economic Surveys and Environmental Performance 
Reviews. In 2015, a second publication was released including information for 7 non-OECD G20 
countries. Rate and base updates are ongoing in 2016. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Russian Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

* Publication of Taxing Energy Use 2015: OECD and Selected Partner Economies 

* In 2016, base and rate updates. 
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Environmental Statistics 
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Environmental Statistics 

Agri-Environmental Indicators - 2015 

Purpose 

To provide information to policy makers on the current state and changes of the environment in 
agriculture to better understand the linkages between agricultural policies and environmental impacts. 

Objectives and outputs 

"Environmental Indicators for Agriculture" includes the complete list of agricultural indicators, which 
covers a range of issues, such as agricultural impacts on soil, water, air, biodiversity and landscape. 

Forthcoming, new database in the StatWorks. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Colombia, Costa Rica, Latvia, Lithuania, Russian Federation  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

To update the Agri-environmental indicators database and to migrate data to new database on 
StatWorks.  

The data will be used to evaluate agricultural policies in OECD countries. 
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Environmental Statistics 

Environmental Data 

Purpose 

Produce objective, reliable and comparable environmental statistics at the international level as a factual 
basis for the OECD’s policy and analytical work on environment, sustainable development and green 
growth (environmental indicators, environmental country peer reviews, resource productivity, 
environmental outlooks, green growth indicators). 

Collect the best available environmental data in OECD member and partner countries, promote 
international harmonisation of these data (core set of environmental data) and strengthen the capacity 
of member and partner countries in the field of information production, management and use concerning 
the environment, green growth and sustainable development. 

Objectives and outputs 

Update of the OECD Compendium of environmental data (electronic version made available on the public 
website of the OECD, structured by theme) and of the OECD System of Information on Resources and 
the Environment (SIREN) database (partly available on OECD.stat and the OECD's Data Portal). 

Data collection from member and selected partner countries via the OECD questionnaire on the state of 
the environment (joint work with Eurostat; co-operation with UNSD and UNEP for non-OECD 
economies), and from other international sources (IGOs, Convention Secretariats, EU sources, national 
sources). 

Contribution to the international harmonisation of environmental data, definitions and concepts, and the 
cost-effectiveness of related international work (including through the Inter-Secretariat Working group 
on Environment Statistics, led by UNSD). 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, Colombia, Latvia, Russian Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Implementation of the Collaborative Plan of Action on Environmental Data Quality linked to the "OECD 
Quality Framework" and improved data quality in selected areas (continued work) with a focus on key 
reference series and on "data efficiency". Continued efforts to improve "coherence among countries" and 
"interpretation", through the Annual Quality Assurance (AQA) of environmental reference data (i.e. data 
underlying key environmental indicators): simplified annual updates, checking of prefilled data tables, 
and improved country documentation (metadata, links to relevant national websites and documents, 
explanation of major trends, information on the national circumstances). Continued review and 
simplification of questionnaire. 

Improved access to environmental information including through the OECD's statistical platform 
(OECD.stat), its new Data Portal, and the new Environmental Country profiles (based on key 
environmental indicators). 

Improved access to data underlying green growth indicators (OECD.stat; Data Portal). 

Continued work on the measurement of material flows and resource productivity (as part of the 
implementation of the OECD Council recommendations on material flows and resource productivity 



34 
 

adopted in 2004 and 2008). Release of a fact-based report on "material resources, productivity and the 
environment". 

Continued co-operation with the UNCEEA and the London Group on Environmental Accounting, and 
implementation of the SEEA Central Framework (OECD Task Force on the implementation of the SEEA; 
joint EPOC/WPEI and CSSP/WPNA project; priority areas: air emissions by industry; natural assets (in 
physical and monetary terms); valuation methods). 
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Environmental Statistics 

Environmental Indicators 

Purpose 

Provide policy-relevant and reliable indicators for the OECD’s policy and analytical work on environment, 
green growth and sustainable development (e.g. environmental country peer reviews, environmental 
outlook studies, resource productivity, sustainable development, green growth, economic analysis) and 
support related efforts by member and selected partner countries. 

Develop core sets of environmental indicators to contribute to: measuring environmental performance 
with respect to environmental quality, environmental goals and international agreements (OECD Core 
Set of environmental indicators); integrating environmental concerns in economic and sectorial policies; 
monitoring progress towards sustainable development and green growth, including decoupling of 
environmental degradation from economic growth; measuring material flows and resource productivity 
(link to the OECD Council recommendations on material flows and resource productivity adopted in 2004 
and 2008); informing the public about major environmental trends and conditions (key environmental 
indicators). 

Objectives and outputs 

Environmental indicators: 

I-Support the work of the OECD Environmental Policy Committee and its subsidiary bodies, in particular 
country peer reviews. 

Further develop sets of sectorial indicators: agri-environmental indicators (see related activity 
description); material flow and resource productivity indicators for international use at various levels of 
detail/aggregation.  

II-Green growth indicators: 

Support OECD work on green growth, in particular country studies, structural policy surveillance and 
policy analysis of particular issues.  

Update, improve and publish indicators to monitor progress with green growth (first report published in 
2011 as part of the OECD Green Growth Strategy; second report published in 2014; third report planned 
to be published in 2016). 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, Colombia, Latvia  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Revised OECD Core Set of environmental indicators: detailed description and indicator sheets; further 
development of indicators on toxic contamination; land and soil resources; environmental quality of life. 

Updated OECD key environmental indicators (KEI) and major environmental indicators for use in country 
peer reviews. 
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Updated set of indicators to monitor progress with green growth, including green growth headline 
indicators, and updated GG database (link to the implementation of the OECD Green Growth Strategy; 
available on OECD.stat). Applications of the OECD GG indicator set and framework in non-member 
countries. 

Continued statistical and methodogical work on green growth headline indicators: carbon and material 
productivity (see below); extended multifactor productivity; natural resource index (cooperation with the 
WB; link to OECD Task Force on the implementation of the SEEA); land use and cover; population 
exposure to air pollution. 

Continued work on indicators on biological diversity with emphasis on policy responses and on land use 
and land cover indicators (in support of environmental performance reviews and work on green growth). 

Improved indicators on macro-level nutrient balances with emphasis on reactive nitrogen (link to work 
by UNECE and the INI). 

Continued work on indicators on material flows and resource productivity with emphasis on materials 
embodied in trade: common input-output database, agreement on measurement methods and 
conversion factors (in cooperation with UNEP IRP and Eurostat). 
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Environmental Statistics 

Instruments Used for Environmental Policy 

Purpose 

To provide harmonised information on environmentally related taxes and on a number of other 
instruments used for environmental policy. In support of the OECD work on the use of economic 
instruments, draw policy conclusions and develop practical guidelines for their implementation. 

Objectives and outputs 

The OECD database instruments used for environmental policy provides much information on various 
instrument categories applied in OECD member countries. The original focus of the database was on 
environmentally related taxes, in particular, on pollution-oriented levies and tax-bases, but levies related 
to resource management have also been included. The tax-bases covered include energy products, 
transport equipment and transport services, as well as measured or estimated emissions to air and 
water, ozone depleting substances, certain non-point sources of water pollution, waste management and 
noise, in addition to the management of water, land, soil, forests, biodiversity, wildlife and fish stocks. 

Through co-operation with the European Environment Agency, the country coverage of the database was 
broadened to include a number of OECD non-member countries affiliated to EEA. Unfortunately, 
however, EEA has not updated this information since 2007, and we have therefore now deleted their 
logo from the database website. 

The country coverage has also been broadened to include a number of other countries, among them 
Brazil, China, Colombia, India and South Africa. New contacts have been made with the Asian 
Development Bank, in view that they will provide and maintain information regarding Asian countries. 

The instrument coverage has also been broadened, and now includes tradable permit systems, 
environmentally motivated subsidies, deposit-refund systems and voluntary approaches used for 
environmental policy. 

The tax information for old and new OECD member countries was updated in 2015. The coverage of 
state-level taxes applied in United States, and provincial taxes applied in Spain, has been significantly 
expanded. The new member countries have provided more information on non-tax instruments that they 
apply. We have also received much new information on environmentally motivated tax reliefs, from a 
number of member countries. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Albania, Brazil, Bulgaria, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, 
India, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Macedonia, Malta, Moldova, Peru, Romania, Serbia and 
Montenegro, Slovenia Former, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

A further broadening of both country and instrument coverage is expected. In particular, it is hoped that 
we will receive additional information on instruments applied in Latin American non-member countries, 
as well as in selected Asian countries. The coverage of environmentally motivated tax reliefs will also be 
improved. 

In addition, a complete re-write of the code underlying both the open database and the web-site where 
the data is being entered is still underway. A new user-interface for the publicly available website has 
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gone live, and the development work is close to complete for the website where updates are being 
made. 

Data collection: 

The code underlying the database updating web-site is in the process of being completely rewritten. 
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Environmental Statistics 

OECD Inventory of Support Measures for 
Fossil Fuels 

Purpose 

The OECD Inventory of Support Measures for Fossil Fuels identifies, documents and estimates direct 
budgetary support and tax expenditures supporting the production or consumption of fossil fuels in 
OECD countries and six large partner economies (Brazil, the People's Republic of China, India, 
Indonesia, the Russian Federation, and South Africa). 

Objectives and outputs 

In September 2015, the online OECD Inventory of Support Measures for Fossil Fuels was released for 
the first time in electronic form via the OECD DotStat portal. Unrestricted database access is available to 
the public via the stats.oecd server. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Russian Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

This is the first time that we have released the database in electronic form via the Dotstat portal. The 
previous edition in 2013 was published as part of a book, entirely in paper form.  

The database contains not only quantitative but equally important qualitative information describing 
each fossil fuel support measure. 
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Financial Statistics 

Annual Survey of Large Pension Funds and 
Public Pension Reserve Funds 

Purpose 

The main goal of this exercise is to monitor and compare the investment behaviours of some of the 
world's leading pension funds and public pension reserve funds in each region or country analysing in 
greater depth the general trends observed at a national level. While the quantitative and qualitative 
evidence collected through the survey is of prime value to the ultimate investors, it is also used to 
inform regulators and other policymakers in order to help them better understand the operation of 
institutional investors in different countries and produce appropriate regulation. 

Objectives and outputs 

The questionnaire intends to collect quantitative and detailed qualitative information on investment rate 
of return, asset allocation, derivatives and operating costs. It also includes detailed questions on pension 
funds' investments in infrastructure. 

In 2015, 54 pension funds and 23 public pension reserve funds contributed to the survey. A few more 
funds were included in the data analysis by using publicly available sources. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, China, Colombia, Croatia, Indonesia, Other, Peru, 
Romania, Russian Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Data for the most recent period end in 2015 were collected in the 2015 survey. 
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Financial Statistics 

Balance of Payments 

Purpose 

To collect and publish timely, accurate and internationally comparable Balance of Payments statistics to 
meet OECD user needs and in support of identified data needs. 

Objectives and outputs 

To provide timely summary quarterly statistics on Balance of Payments (as per the new BPM6 
methodology). To improve the efficiency of data collection, timeliness, international comparability and 
quality of the published balance of payments data. To contribute to methodological work on Balance of 
Payments. To improve information on remittance and income flows to meet user needs. Integrate 
Accession countries. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Lithuania, Russian Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Implementation of the BPM6 data into different derived products, and introduction of the final two 
countries - Mexico and South Africa.  

The SDMX coding for BOP in BPM6 including the extended Balance of Payments in Services classification 
has been elaborated in coordination with DAF and other International Organisations. The SDMX 
datacapture feature will have to be implemented. 

Data collection: 

Improve the efficiency and timeliness of data collection. Find new data for non-member countries. 
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Financial Statistics 

Consumption Tax Trends 2016 

Purpose 

To compile data from OECD member countries on their consumption tax rates, scopes and thresholds 
and provide comparative tables and analysis of trends. This includes data on VAT/GST, selected excise 
duties and car taxation. Fuel taxes tables are completed in cooperation with IEA. To compile statistics on 
VAT/GST revenues from internal OECD sources in order to provide an analysis of trends and calculate 
the VAT Revenue Ratio. To provide information about a number of consumption tax topics. 

Objectives and outputs 

2014 Edition was issued in November 2014 according to schedule. According to PWB 2015-16, the 
publication should continue to be issued on a biennial basis. As a result, the next edition will be issued in 
November 2016 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

India  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Not yet decided 
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Financial Statistics 

Fiscal Relations Across Levels of 
Government 

Purpose 

To collect data to support the activities of the Network on Fiscal Relations across Levels of Government. 
This includes data on sub national governments' discretion over own revenues and expenditures, on the 
design of local taxes, on intergovernmental transfers, on sub-central deficits and debt, on indicators of 
decentralisation, and on macroeconomic management of sub-central fiscal policy (fiscal rules). 

Objectives and outputs 

Above the yearly update of various decentralisation indicators, the statistical activity of 2015 was mainly 
concerned with establishing a new dataset on property tax systems in OECD countries. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

India  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Most data are updated annually. A dataset on property tax systems has been established 
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Financial Statistics 

Institutional Investors’ Assets and 
Liabilities 

Purpose 

The dataset on Institutional investors' assets and liabilities (T7II) constitutes an attempt to better 
integrate these data in the framework of the System of National Accounts (SNA) and to meet the key 
recommendations 13-15 outlined in the report The Financial Crisis and Information Gaps, endorsed by 
the G-20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors in November 2009, oriented to explore gaps and 
strengthening data collection, in particular, of non-bank financial institutions. While recommendations 
13-14 focus on the cross-border exposure of non-bank financial institutions, recommendation 15 
promotes the compilation and dissemination of sector balance sheets and flow of funds, stressing that 
data on non-bank financial institutions should be considered as a particular priority. 

Objectives and outputs 

Review of the Institutional Investors assets and liabilities data collection and the Institutional Investors' 
Indicators dataset. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Latvia, Lithuania, Russian Federation  
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Financial Statistics 

Investment strategies of insurers and long-
term investment 

Purpose 

The purpose of this exercise is to develop a better understanding of insurer investment strategies (in 
particular, regarding alternative investments), and assist in advancing discussion on the role of insurers 
in long-term investment financing. 

Objectives and outputs 

The OECD has policy and analytical research leadership on institutional investors and long-term 
investment financing (the OECD project “Institutional Investors and Long Term Investment” 
www.oecd.org/finance/lti). In the past, the OECD has provided a range of policy and analytical 
contributions to the G20 on long-term investment financing issues. Further contributions were to be 
made in 2015. 

The objective of this exercise is to examine the role of insurance companies as a source of long-term 
funding or “patient capital”. Results to this survey should help to understand the evolving investment 
strategies of insurers and key drivers, in particular, the opportunities and constraints they face given the 
macroeconomic environment, structural changes in the financial system, the regulatory and accounting 
framework, and requirements for effective governance and risk management. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

This activity was launched in 2015. 
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Financial Statistics 

Monitoring of Insurance Markets: Global 
Insurance Statistics 

Purpose 

The recent financial market turmoil and rapid changes in financial markets and financial systems have 
created new challenges for financial statistics. The increased complexity and potential opacity of financial 
sector operations resulting from globalisation and rapid innovation call for further transparency, better 
and more comprehensive data, and an enhanced capacity to analyse this data. 

With a view to contributing to the development of macro-overview of the insurance market, the current 
standard questionnaire allows to collect key aggregate statistics relating to premium volume, balance 
sheet and income statement items (e.g., total assets, shareholder equity, technical provisions, net 
income), and portfolio investments. 

Objectives and outputs 

The questionnaire used to comprise two components. In order to simplify the IT process for the 
questionnaire and enable more robust checks in our IT systems, insurance statistics are now collected 
into a single Excel questionnaire all at the same time. The compilation of an expanded range of statistics 
and appropriate indicators aims at permitting an improved assessment of the insurance sector’s financial 
strength, stability, profitability and solvency, both for direct insurers and reinsurers. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Hong Kong, India, 
Indonesia, Latvia, Malaysia, Nicaragua, Other, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Russian Federation, Singapore, 
South Africa, Uruguay  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

A more global perspective of the exercise has been reached through the addition of a large group of 
countries from Latin America, achieved through cooperation with the Association of Latin American 
Insurance Supervisors (ASSAL). 
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Financial Statistics 

Monitoring of Private Pension Systems: 
Fast-track data collection 

Purpose 

The collection of key infra-annual statistical information is meant to improve the timeliness of the 
release of the OECD funded pension statistics to the public and to other international organisations. 

Objectives and outputs 

The fast-track data collection allows collecting recent statistical data on the pension fund sector. Only 
key variables are collected, such as total assets, investment rates of return. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Albania, Armenia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Hong Kong, India, 
Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Macedonia, Other, Republic of Serbia, Romania, Russian Federation, 
Thailand  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The variable 'Net investment return' is now collected to allow the OECD to calculate the investment rate 
of return, based on a formula agreed by the Task Force on Pension Statistics. 
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Financial Statistics 

Monitoring of Private Pension Systems: 
Global Pension Statistics 

Purpose 

Launched in 2002 this exercise provides a unique source of comparable statistics and indicators of 
funded pension plan systems from an international perspective and also facilitates cross-country 
comparisons of the most up-to-date statistics and indicators on key aspects of funded retirement 
systems across OECD and non-OECD countries. It aims to provide information about the main trends 
and features of funded pension plan systems in a clear and concise format. 

Objectives and outputs 

It aims to provide in a compact manner a comparative overview of the importance and structure of 
private and funded pension systems across OECD and non-OECD countries using a selected set of 
statistics and indicators, compiled on an on-going basis together with its companion product dedicated 
to the description and assessment of countries statistical methodology following the OECD Classification 
on pension plans and pension funds (http://www.oecd.org/daf/fin/private-
pensions/privatepensionsoecdclassificationandglossary.htm).  

As far as paper publications are concerned, private pension statistics are included in the annual 
newsletter “Pension Markets in Focus” released in fall.  

Key indicators are also included in the flagship publication ''OECD Pensions at a Glance 2015''. 
Contributions to other OECD publications (e.g. ‘OECD Factbook’) will continue in 2016. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Albania, Argentina, Armenia, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Dominican 
Republic, Egypt, El Salvador, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Macedonia, 
Malta, Other, Panama, Peru, Republic of Serbia, Romania, Russian Federation, South Africa, Thailand, 
Ukraine, Uruguay  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

To continue to ensure and further increase the quality of the Global Pension Statistics, a Quality Review 
of the complete database was undertaken in 2014. This involved a self-assessment of current practices 
to fulfil the data quality requirements and a consultation with external users, delegations and other 
OECD Directorates. This process aimed at highlighting the strengths and weaknesses within each quality 
dimension (as defined at the OECD corporate level) and at providing a window to improve the exercise 
and to take on board comments from various stakeholders. A list of follow-up actions resulted from this 
work to continue to enhance the quality of this exercise. Some of these actions (such as the inclusion of 
a new variable in the questionnaire) were already carried out in 2015. 
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Financial Statistics 

Overview of private pension systems 
(methodological survey) 

Purpose 

The yearly review of funded pension system at national level intends to provide a benchmarking tool to 
further develop the understanding of pension systems and their compliance with the OECD classification 
for funded pension plans and funds. It also provides information related to the statistical data coverage 
of the OECD Global Pension Statistics. 

Objectives and outputs 

This annual survey provides comprehensive detailed metadata for the users of funded pension statistics. 
The survey, based on a standard template, allows the compilation of comprehensive and detailed 
metadata individually for all OECD and some non-OECD countries. Standard information allows bilateral 
comparisons and provides, to a large extent, the underlying differences that explain the cross-country 
discrepancies in funded pension statistics. The survey also allows the monitoring of methodological 
improvements over time and provides valuable information on the compliance of systems with the OECD 
Classification of funded pension plans and funds.  

Further reading: OECD (2005), Private Pensions: OECD Classification and Glossary, OECD, Paris. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Albania, Argentina, Armenia, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Dominican 
Republic, Egypt, El Salvador, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Macedonia, 
Malta, Other, Panama, Peru, Republic of Serbia, Romania, Russian Federation, South Africa, Thailand, 
Ukraine, Uruguay  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

No major changes. 
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Financial Statistics 

Revenue Statistics 

Purpose 

This annual publication presents a unique set of internationally comparable data on tax revenue levels 
and tax structures in a common format for all OECD countries from 1965 onwards. It also provides a 
conceptual framework to define which government receipts should be regarded as taxes and to classify 
different types of taxes. 

Data on government sector receipts and in particular on taxes are essential inputs to many structural 
economic analyses of individual countries and are increasingly used in international comparisons. 

Objectives and outputs 

The tax revenues are primarily grouped into the following high level categories representing the different 
bases on which taxes are charged. The main groupings are 

a. Taxes on income profits and capital gains 

b. Social security contributions 

c. Taxes on payroll and workforce 

d. Taxes on property 

e. Taxes on goods and services 

f. Other taxes 

The material is organised in four separate parts. In the main, the data are presented on an accrual 
basis. The 2015 edition comprises; 

a. A commentary on the overall trends over 45 years in levels of the tax burden, the structure of tax 
revenues and the attribution of revenues by level of government for OECD as a whole and for individual 
member countries. 

b. A set of comparative tables and charts describing tax revenues and tax structures for the years 1965-
2014. 

c. A detailed breakdown of tax revenues for each member country for the years 1965-2014 plus some 
information on how countries finance their social benefits and on social security contributions paid by the 
general government. 

d. Comparative tables showing the attribution of government revenues by level of government plus 
tables for each country analysing the attribution of tax revenues by level of government for the main tax 
headings. 

The data for each country are presented in a standardised framework based upon the OECD 
classification of taxes and the OECD Interpretative Guide described in the publication. The Guide 
provides a definition of tax revenues and then follows with a definition of both high level and specific tax 
issues.  
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Special features covering specific areas of interest (e.g. the interpretation of tax-to-GDP ratios; the 
impact of revised GDP figures on reported tax levels; changes to the rules for attributing revenues by 
level of government) represent an important component of the annual report. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

There was a special feature in the publication titled 'The impact of the move to the 2008 System of 
National Accounts (SNA) on the measurement of tax to Gross Domestic Product (GDP) ratios". 
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Financial Statistics 

Revenue Statistics in Asian countries; 
Trends in Indonesia, Malaysia and the 

Philippines 

Purpose 

A strong set of comparative data is key to facilitating fiscal policy dialogue and the assessment of 
alternative fiscal reforms. ''Revenue Statistics in Asian countries: Trends in Indonesia, Malaysia and the 
Philippines" is the second edition of a publication that will be expanded in future years. It provides 
internationally comparable data on tax levels and tax structures for Indonesia, Malaysia and the 
Philippines and compares them with two OECD countries (Japan and Korea). 

The publication follows the model of the OECD Revenue Statistics database which is based on the OECD 
Interpretative Guide - a well-established methodology which provides a conceptual framework to define 
which government receipts should be regarded as taxes and to classify different types of taxes. By 
extending this OECD methodology to non-OECD countries in Asia, the publication enables meaningful 
cross-country comparisons about tax levels and structures not only between the Asian economies, but 
also, for the first time, between them and OECD countries. 

Objectives and outputs 

The tax revenues are primarily grouped into the following high level categories essentially representing 
the different bases on which the taxes are charged. The main groupings are 

a. Taxes on income, profits and capital gains 

b. Social security contributions 

c. Taxes on payroll and workforce 

d. Taxes on property 

e. Taxes on goods and services 

f. Other taxes 

The material is organised in four separate parts. In the main, the data are presented on a cash basis. 
The second edition comprised  

a. A commentary on the overall trends in levels of tax burden over more than 20 years, the structure of 
tax revenues and the attribution of revenues by level of government for 3 Asian countries and the OECD 
as a whole. 

b. A set of comparative tables and charts describing tax revenues and tax structures for the years 1990 
to 2013 for the same groups plus Japan and Korea. 

c. A detailed breakdown of tax revenues for each of the selected Asian countries for the years 1990-
2013. 

d. A special feature titled ''Country profiles of tax administration and recent related reforms''. 
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The data for each country are presented in a standardised framework based upon the OECD 
classification of taxes and the OECD Interpretative Guide described in the publication. The Guide 
provides a definition of tax revenues and then follows with a discussion of both high level and specific 
classification issues. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines  



55 
 

Financial Statistics 

Revenue Statistics in Latin America and the 
Caribbean 

Purpose 

A strong set of comparative data is key to facilitating fiscal policy dialogue and the assessment of 
alternative fiscal reforms. ''Revenue Statistics in Latin America and the Caribbean" is joint publication by 
the OECD, the inter-American Centre for Tax Administrations (CIAT), the Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB). The fourth 
edition published in March 2015 provided internationally comparable data on tax levels and tax 
structures for some 20 Latin American and Caribbean (LAC) countries. 

The publication follows the model of the OECD Revenue Statistics database which is based on the OECD 
Interpretative Guide - a well-established methodology which provides a conceptual framework to define 
which government receipts should be regarded as taxes and to classify different types of taxes. By 
extending this OECD methodology to LAC countries, Revenue Statistics in Latin America and the 
Caribbean enables meaningful cross-country comparisons about tax levels and structures not only 
between LAC economies, but also, for the first time, between them and OECD countries (including Chile 
and Mexico). 

Objectives and outputs 

The tax revenues are primarily grouped into the following high level categories essentially representing 
the different bases on which the taxes are charged. The main groupings are 

a. Taxes on income, profits and capital gains 

b. Social security contributions 

c. Taxes on payroll and workforce 

d. Taxes on property 

e. Taxes on goods and services 

f. Other taxes 

The material is organised in five separate parts. In the main, the data are presented on a cash basis. 
The fourth edition comprised  

a. A commentary on the overall trends in levels of tax burden over more than 20 years, the structure of 
tax revenues and the attribution of revenues by level of government for 20 LAC countries and the OECD 
as a whole. 

b. A set of comparative tables and charts describing tax revenues and tax structures for the years 1990 
to 2013 for the same group. 

c. A detailed breakdown of tax revenues for each of the selected LAC countries for the years 1990-2013. 

d. A comparative table showing the attribution of government revenues by level of government plus 
tables for each country analysing the attribution of tax revenues by level of government for the main tax 
headings. 
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e. Two special features titled "Features of fiscal pressure in Latin America and the Caribbean" and ''Fiscal 
Revenues from non-renewable natural resources in Latin America''. 

The data for each country are presented in a standardised framework based upon the OECD 
classification of taxes and the OECD Interpretative Guide described in the publication. The Guide 
provides a definition of tax revenues and then follows with a discussion of both high level and specific 
classification issues. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

a. The addition of data for two new countries; Barbados and Jamaica. 

b. One new special feature titled: "Features of fiscal pressure in Latin America and the Caribbean" 
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Financial Statistics 

Survey of Investment Regulations of 
Pension Funds 

Purpose 

The yearly review of regulations aims at describing the main quantitative investment regulations applied 
to pension funds in OECD and IOPS countries 

Objectives and outputs 

The information collected concerns all forms of quantitative portfolio restrictions (minima and maxima) 
applied to autonomous pension funds in countries at different legal levels (law, regulation, industry 
norms, etc.). 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Albania, Armenia, Brazil, Bulgaria, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Hong Kong, 
India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Macedonia, Malta, Other, Panama, Peru, Republic 
of Serbia, Romania, Russian Federation, South Africa, Thailand, Ukraine  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

In 2015, the Secretariat made substantive changes in the survey of investment regulation of pension 
funds carried out annually since 2002, so as to better understand these limits and increase the 
comparability of the answers across countries. The structure of the online database compiling historical 
information however remains the same as in the past. 
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Financial Statistics 

Survey of levels of financial literacy and 
financial inclusion 

Purpose 

The survey will provide an international comparison of levels of financial literacy and inclusion across 
participating countries, and by key socio-economic groups. Data will also be used to explore the concept 
of financial well-being. 

Objectives and outputs 

The objective is to compile a single dataset from the data submissions and to create financial literacy 
scores and financial inclusion measures. These will then be analysed by socio-demographic factors and 
reported in one or more comparative studies. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil  
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Financial Statistics 

Survey on Central Government Gross 
Borrowing Requirement and on Central 
Government Marketable Debt Service 

Purpose 

The OECD undertakes every year a collection of data about central government debt, borrowing needs 
and debt service. The main purposes of this activity are to compile comparable cross-country data on 
public debt management strategies and operations, and provide analytical tools primarily to government 
debt managers as well as to financial analysts including policy analysts, security analysts, commercial 
financial institutions, research analysts, etc. 

Objectives and outputs 

Each year, the OECD’s Bond Market and Public Debt Management Unit circulate a survey on the 
borrowing needs of member governments and on their debt service. The objective is to provide regular 
updates of trends and developments associated with sovereign borrowing requirements, funding 
strategies and debt levels from the perspective of public debt managers in an annual publication called 
OECD Sovereign Borrowing Outlook. 
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Financial Statistics 

Tax Rates 

Purpose 

The OECD tax database provides a comprehensive set of comparative statistics to support tax policy 
makers, academics and other organisations doing research into tax policy, journalists and other 
commentators.  

The information covers data on 

a. Personal income taxes 

b. Social security contributions 

c. Corporate and capital income taxes 

d. Taxes on consumption 

Objectives and outputs 

The following represents a summary of the outputs containing comparative data for OECD countries that 
are included in the database: 

a. Personal income taxes 

- Basic income tax rates and thresholds from 2000 onwards including information on maximum and 
minimum sub-central government rates; top marginal rates for a single individual 

b. Rates and provisions for social security contributions paid by employees, employers and the self-
employed from 2000 onwards 

c. Various tables relating to the tax burden on wage income based on the Taxing Wages framework 

d. Corporate and capital income taxes - standard statutory corporate income tax rates from 2000 
onwards; information on small business tax rates and other targeted provisions; corporate tax rates 
relating to sub-central governments including information on minimum and maximum rates; effective 
statutory tax rates on distributions of domestic source income to residential share-holders. 

e. Consumption taxes - rates of Value Added Tax (VAT) (from 1976 onwards) including information on 
reduced rates; registration thresholds for entities participating in the VAT regime plus rates and 
thresholds for excise taxes (from 2003 onwards) covering alcoholic beverages, tobacco and mineral oils. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Some re-designing of the website to make the presentation clearer and transfer of the data to 
OECD.Stat. 
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Financial Statistics 

Taxing Wages 

Purpose 

This publication provides details of taxes paid on wages in OECD countries. It covers 

a. Personal income taxes and social security contributions paid by employees 

b. Social security contributions and payroll taxes paid by employers 

c. Cash benefits received by in-work families 

The purpose is to illustrate how these taxes and benefits are calculated in each member country and to 
examine how they impact on household incomes. The results also enable quantitative cross-country 
comparisons of labour cost levels and the overall tax and benefit position of single persons and families 
on different levels of earnings. 

Objectives and outputs 

The annual publication details shows amounts of taxes and social security contributions levied and cash 
benefits received for 8 different family types which vary by a combination of household composition and 
level of earnings. It also presents the resulting average and marginal tax rates (i.e. the tax burden); 

a. Average tax rates show that part of gross wage earnings or total labour costs which is taken in tax 
and social security contributions (both before and after cash benefits). 

b. Marginal tax rates show the part of a small increase in of gross earnings or total labour costs that is 
paid in these levies. 

The definition of an average worker is based on Sectors B-N in ISIC4 for the purposes of these 
calculations. 

The 2015 Report contains  

a. A review of the main comparative results for 2013 and 2014. 

b. A graphical exposition of the tax burden between 50% and 250% of average earnings 

c. Historical trends for 2000-2014 

d. Descriptions of tax/benefit systems for each country together with the associated tax burden results. 

e. A special feature titled "Modelling the tax burden on labour income in Brazil, China, India, Indonesia 
and South Africa". 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 
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The 2015 publication included a special feature titled: "Modelling the tax burden on labour income in 
Brazil, China, India, Indonesia and South Africa". 
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Globalisation 
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Globalisation 

Accession examinations: Compliance with 
Benchmark Definition of FDI 

Purpose 

To examine and assess on behalf of the Investment Committee compliance by the candidate to the 
Council Recommendation C(2008)76, Benchmark Definition of Foreign Direct Investment, 4th edition 
and associated requirements for reporting FDI statistics to the OECD. 

Objectives and outputs 

Report to the Investment Committee. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Colombia  
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Globalisation 

Activity of Foreign Affiliates 

Purpose 

To measure globalisation, and the contribution of multinationals to the economic activity of countries. 

Objectives and outputs 

The database on Activities of Foreign Affiliates (AFA) covers variables such as employment, production 
or R&D in conjunction with foreign direct inward investment. This data bank has been extended to the 
activity of affiliates of national firms abroad (outward investment) and to the activities of parent 
companies in the origin countries. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

This database will be updated in 2015 for one country only, as the data are classified according to ISIC 
Rev.3. The data classified in ISIC Rev.4 are now stored in the AMNE (Activity of Multinational 
Enterprises) database. 
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Globalisation 

Activity of Multinational Enterprises 

Purpose 

To supply relevant, reliable and internationally comparable information on the economic activity of 
multinational firms to policymakers and globalisation analysts. The database allows the construction of 
indicators on the impact of globalisation on the economy in terms of growth, productivity, employment, 
innovation, trade performance etc. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Latvia  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Update to 2012 for the maximum of countries 
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Globalisation 

Benchmark Definition of Foreign Direct 
Investment 

Purpose 

To set standards on how foreign direct investment data should be compiled according to international 
standards. Internationally comparable data, based on these concepts, makes it possible to measure the 
degree of economic integration and competitiveness of markets. 

Objectives and outputs 

-- Following the Council recommendation of 2008: 

(i) to continue work on Research Agenda; 

(ii) To promote exchange of best practices and information between countries to facilitate 
implementation of BMD4 standards to improve FDI statistics;  

(iii) To establish a communication strategy for revised standards; 

(iv)To promote BMD4 recommendations for Enhanced Engagement countries 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Russian Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

-- Carried out a communications strategy for data users on revised FDI definitions and concepts; 

-- Identified recommendations needing further guidance; 

-- Providing regional and other assistance as appropriate to national compilers. 

-- Implementing a new database 

-- Establishing new data transmission facilities using SDMX 
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Globalisation 

Foreign Direct Investment Statistics and 
SDMX 

Purpose 

The purpose of this activity is to compile and disseminate regularly reliable and up-to-date Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) statistics which are essential for a meaningful interpretation of investment 
trends for the purpose of policy analysis and decision. FDI statistics provide a reliable and 
comprehensive source of information to OECD governments, potential investors and the public at large. 
They also provide the basis for periodical analyses of direct investment trends and of policies towards 
international direct investment in OECD and non-OECD countries. 

Objectives and outputs 

FDI statistical series provide detailed information on FDI flows and stocks to and from OECD countries. 
The information is based on a standard presentation designed according to internationally agreed 
standards. Comparative tables and charts by geographical and sectorial breakdowns for direct 
investment flows and stocks complement the information included for individual countries. Statistics are 
used regularly for trends analysis, to monitor foreign investment activities, country reviews, etc. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, World  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

-- Creation and release of a new database 

-- Implementation of SDMX 

Data collection: 

Data collection on the basis of the revised questionnaires and using the electronic questionnaire where 
countries are not applying GESMES. 
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Globalisation 

Foreign Direct Investment Trends: OECD 
Indicators 

Purpose 

A new publication providing at a glance type indicators accompanied by short description of trends and 
definitions as well as country profiles for 34 OECD countries. 

Objectives and outputs 

To provide an up to date analytical tool for informed policy making. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, China, Hong Kong, India, Russian Federation, Slovenia Former, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

. 

Data collection: 

Data collection on the basis of the revised questionnaires and using the electronic questionnaire where 
countries are not applying GESMES. 
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Globalisation 

Inter-Country Input-Output (ICIO) system 
and Trade in Value Added (TiVA) indicators, 

2015-2016 

Purpose 

Global value chains (GVCs) have become a dominant feature of today’s global economy. The 
proliferation of internationally fragmented production, driven by technological progress, cost, access to 
resources and markets, and trade policy reforms, challenges our conventional wisdom on how we look at 
and interpret trade statistics and, in particular, the policies that we develop around them. Traditional 
measures of trade, that record gross flows of goods and services each and every time they cross 
borders, may not accurately reflect modern trade patterns and could, if taken alone, lead to ill-informed 
policy decisions. 

To help address this issue, on 15 March 2012, the OECD and WTO announced a joint initiative to develop 
a database of Trade in Value Added indicators and to mainstream their production within the 
international statistics system. International support for this project was subsequently expressed at the 
G20 Trade Ministers meeting in Mexico in April 2012 where the OECD Secretary General highlighted the 
importance of measuring trade in value added 

Objectives and outputs 

Development of a global Inter-Country Input Output (ICIO) model - drawing on OECD Input-Output (I-
O), BTDIxE, Trade in Services (TIS), SNA and STAN databases as well as other international and 
national data sources such as National I-O and Supply-Use tables. Covering as many countries, 
economic activities and years as possible - subject to availability and quality of underlying data. 

Production of a range of TiVA indicators and other GVC-related metrics calculated from the ICIO as well 
as technical documentation and other supporting materials. See www.oecd.org/trade/valueadded. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, Bulgaria, China, Chinese Taipei, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Europe, G20, 
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Lithuania, Malaysia, Malta, Morocco, Peru, Romania, Russian 
Federation, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, South Africa, Thailand  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

2015: 

Increase number of countries to 61 (notably to include OECD candidates Colombia and Costa Rica and 
28th EU Member Croatia).  

Expand list of industries from 18 aggregates to 34 more detailed activities. Include two additional years 
2010 and 2011. 

Improve quality of ICIO: e.g. use of recently published Supply-Use Tables (SUTs), improved estimates 
of bilateral trade in Services e.g. better accounting for consumption by non-residents. Implementation of 
improved balancing procedures e.g. use of latest detailed SNA by industry.  
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Develop new indicators - notably concerning jobs embodied in final demand and foreign content of 
domestic consumption. 

Update indicators of CO2 embodied in international trade as contribution to environment 

2016: 

Add more countries to ICIO/TiVA infrastructure, esp.: Morocco and Peru to meet commitment of the 
respective GRS-coordinated Country Programs. 
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Globalisation 

Survey of Implementation of Methodological 
Standards for Direct Investment- 2nd 

edition (SIMSDI-2) 

Purpose 

The primary purpose of SIMSDI, in accordance with the OECD Council recommendation of 22 May 2008 
(and of 1995), is to regularly review national practices applied by OECD and non-OECD countries to 
compile foreign direct investment (FDI) statistics and to provide an objective benchmarking tool to 
assess the extent of the implementation of international standards recommended by the OECD and the 
IMF. SIMSDI also provides comprehensive detailed metadata for the users of FDI statistics. SIMSDI is 
the assessment tool of the Benchmark Definition of Foreign Direct Investment. 

Objectives and outputs 

SIMSDI, based on a standard questionnaire, allows compiling comprehensive and detailed metadata 
individually for all OECD and a number of non-OECD countries. Standard information allows bilateral 
comparisons and provides, to a large extent, the underlying differences that explain the cross-country 
discrepancies in FDI statistics. SIMSDI allows monitoring the methodological improvements over time of 
the countries included in the survey. SIMSDI also provides valuable information to OECD for the revision 
of international methodological standards, namely on the difficulties experienced by national compilers 
when implementing some of the recommendations or the relevance/irrelevance of some guidelines as 
economic factors may change over time. SIMSDI results are analysed in "Foreign Direct Investment 
Statistics: How countries measure FDI" (OECD and IMF countries) and in How South Eastern Countries 
Measure FDI Statistics". 

The SIMSDI questionnaire was revised to incorporate the revisions of the Benchmark Definition of 
Foreign Direct Investment, 4th edition. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Colombia, Costa Rica  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Collect metadata on FDI statistics from OECD member countries through a revised SIMSDI 
questionnaire. Complete the creation and implementation of the SIMSDI database in a new IT 
environment. Release a report analysing the results of the data collection. 
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Health Statistics 
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Health Statistics 

Health Care Quality Indicators 

Purpose 

The purpose of the Health Care Quality Indicators (HCQI) project is to develop a set of indicators that 
can be used to raise questions regarding quality of care across countries. The entire HCQI database has 
been available in OECD.Stat since 2011. These data have been reported regularly in a chapter in Health 
at a Glance publication since 2007. 

Objectives and outputs 

The comparability and quality of data were improved and the database was also expanded, covering 
patient safety and patient experience indicators. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, Colombia, Croatia, Indonesia, Latvia, Malta, Russian Federation, Singapore  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The HCQI project had a critical review of their indicators in 2013 and following this, a number of R&D 
projects are undertaken in 2014 to fill data gaps and also develop better indicator definitions to improve 
international comparability. The majority of these projects are lead by member states, notably Canada, 
Denmark, France, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom. R&D work includes indicators on primary 
care, mental health care, patient safety and patient experience. 
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Health Statistics 

Health Data 

Purpose 

To provide policy makers and health researchers with a wide range of statistics on health and health 
systems to allow comparative analysis of different aspects of the performance of health systems. The 
database includes data on health status and risk factors to health, health care resources and activities, 
long-term care resources and activities, pharmaceutical consumption, health expenditure and financing, 
and health care quality. The data come from four questionnaires: 1) the OECD Health Data 
questionnaire; 2) the joint OECD/Eurostat/WHO (Europe) questionnaire on non-monetary health care 
statistics; 3) the joint OECD/Eurostat/WHO health accounts questionnaire; and 4) the OECD Health Care 
Quality Indicators questionnaire. 

Objectives and outputs 

Progress was achieved in 2015 in improving the availability and comparability of data on different 
categories of doctors and nurses that are collected through the joint OECD/Eurostat/WHO (Europe) 
questionnaire, and in collecting new data on the market share of generic pharmaceutical drugs.  

The new edition of "Health at a Glance 2015: OECD Indicators" was released in November 2015. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Lithuania, Russian Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Improving the availability and comparability of data on health inequalities (new data collection on 
inequalities in life expectancy and perceived health status by educational level), and the collection of a 
minimum dataset on waiting times for elective surgery.  

Pursuing the data collection on health workforce migration under the OECD/Eurostat/WHO-Europe 
questionnaire. 
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Health Statistics 

Health Expenditure and Financing 

Purpose 

To provide policy relevant, comparative data and analysis on health expenditure and financing, and to 
facilitate harmonisation across national health accounting practices. To provide data sources for research 
and to make country-specific health accounts data and analysis more widely available. 

Objectives and outputs 

The 10th Joint OECD, Eurostat and WHO System of Health Accounts (SHA) data collection was 
successfully implemented in 2015. Overall, the 2015 joint data collection has continued to make 
progress towards achieving its main aims: the reduction in the burden of data collection for the national 
authorities, the increase in the use of international standards and the harmonisation of national health 
accounting practices. Further progress has been made in terms of country coverage in the 2015 
collection of health expenditure and financing data. The vast majority of OECD and EU countries now 
provide harmonised and comparable health expenditure and financing data. 

In 2015, the number of countries providing preliminary estimates for the most recent year (t-1) has 
slightly increased as compared to the 2014 data collection. While this progress is welcome, further 
improvements in timeliness remain a top priority for the future work of collecting and disseminating 
health expenditure and financing data. 

Methodological developmental work has continued in 2015, with specific projects aiming to improve the 
availability and comparability of expenditure on long-term care and out-of-pocket payments. Moreover, 
two working groups were launched in 2015 with the aim to draw up accounting recommendations in the 
areas of pharmaceutical rebates and tax credits. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Lithuania, Russian Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

In 2015, for the first time official data submissions using the new version of the Joint Health Accounts 
Questionnaire (based on the 2011 version of the System of Health Accounts manual) were permitted. At 
the same time countries were given the option to continue reporting based on the old Joint Health 
Accounts Questionnaire (based on the 1.0 version of the System of Health Accounts manual). For the 
purpose of data presentation, the SHA 1.0 structure of the database was retained in 2011 and SHA 
2011-based submissions were "squeezed" into that structure using default mapping tables while flagging 
up breaks in time series as a result of the transition to SHA 2011. Additionally, for each country, the 
metadata published in the database contains information which part of the time series is based on SHA 
1.0 and which part is based on SHA 2011. The rationale behind this approach is to present time series to 
the data users where possible. 
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Industry and Services Statistics 
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Industry and Services Statistics 

Business statistics and entrepreneurship 
indicators 

Purpose 

i) To provide official annual data by enterprise size class for detailed industrial and service sectors (at 
the 4 digit ISIC level), consistent and relevant for international comparisons to meet policy and 
analytical needs for structural business statistics. 

ii) To develop internationally-comparable and policy-relevant indicators of entrepreneurship and its 
determinants to inform analysis and policy-making. This activity is conducted under the framework of 
the OECD-Eurostat Entrepreneurship Indicators Programme (EIP). 

Objectives and outputs 

The databases on structural business statistics contain annual data on core economic variables (number 
of enterprises, employment, production, value added, investment, wages and salaries, hours worked). 
Statistics are provided by NSOs, derived mainly from structural business surveys, censuses and 
administrative sources.  

The Business statistics by Size Class (BSC) database presents variables broken down by enterprise size 
class.  

Business demography statistics include indicators of enterprise birth, death, survival and growth, based 
on methodology and definitions proposed in the 2007 Eurostat-OECD Manual on Business Demography 
Statistics. The Manual recommends the use of statistical business registers to compile business 
demography statistics. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, Bulgaria, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovenia Former  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The fifth issue of Entrepreneurship at a Glance was released in August 2015. This publication, produced 
annually, presents an original collection of business demography indicators and structural business 
statistics by size class. The 2015 edition features special chapters on SME internationalization and the 
profile of the entrepreneur. 

Data collection: 

Extension of the country coverage in the collection of entrepreneurship statistics is expected. It is also 
expected that other entrepreneurship indicators will be identified and added. 
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Industry and Services Statistics 

Science, Technology and Industry 
Scoreboard 

Purpose 

The STI Scoreboard features over 200 indicators, some traditional ones used to monitor developments in 
science, technology, innovation, industry, globalization and information society, and some new and 
experimental ones that provide new insights into areas of policy interest. It also provides an easy to 
access reference for indicators in high-demand. 

Objectives and outputs 

- Draws on the latest internationally comparable data to uncover the strengths of the OECD and other 
leading economies  

- Examines current challenges to overcoming the effects of recent financial and economic crises and 
improving the well-being of societies. -- Reveals how ready a country is for the future - based on 
investments in the knowledge infrastructure like broadband, human capital and the research system; on 
the extent of knowledge diffusion; the degree to which businesses innovate and the context in which 
they operate; on countries' competitive strengths in the global economy and the use of technology in 
society. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, Bulgaria, China, Chinese Taipei, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Europe, G20, 
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Lithuania, Malaysia, Malta, Romania, Russian Federation, Saudi 
Arabia, World  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The 2015 editions contains many first-time indicators, for example on scientific excellence, on 
knowledge-based capital, in particular firms' investment in training and organisational processes, and on 
design, on digital skills, on researchers' mobility, on open access to research, on top R&D players, on 
R&D tax incentives, on jobs and skills in global value chains, on countries' strengths in sectorial value 
chains. Among many others. 

The next edition will be published in 2017. 



80 
 

Industry and Services Statistics 

Tourism 

Purpose 

To meet the 2012-2016 Mandate of the Tourism Committee: a) improve the measurement of tourism 
services in OECD economies by addressing government and industry information needs and promoting 
the tourism satellite account; b) contribute to the dissemination of data on tourism economics and to a 
more effective use of such data for business and policy analysis and decision-making processes; and c) 
work in complementarity with other international organisations. 

Objectives and outputs 

In 2016, the Tourism Committee will publish the fourth edition of "OECD Tourism trends and policies". 
50 countries are covered. All data have been integrated in OECD.Stat. Special efforts aim at promoting 
the use of Tourism Satellite Account to public and private tourism stakeholders. In 2016, the activity on 
"Measuring tourism economic impacts at sub national level" will aim to propose orientations for 
statistical improvements and collect current initiatives and practices in this area. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, Bulgaria, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Egypt, India, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, Malta, 
Morocco, Philippines, Romania, Russian Federation, South Africa  
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Information and Communication 
Technology 

Broadband indicators 

Purpose 

Providing a range of broadband-related statistics to policy makers. The indicators reflect the status of 
individual broadband markets in the OECD (subscriptions and penetration). 

Objectives and outputs 

The objectives are to continue the development of the Fixed and Wireless broadband data and to 
harmonize the data according to the new methodology. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Revision of the time series and reorganization of the sub-categories of both fixed and mobile broadband. 
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Information and Communication 
Technology 

Measurement and Analysis of the Digital 
Economy 

Purpose 

To provide policy relevant statistics on the diffusion and use of ICTs by individuals, households and 
enterprises. 

Objectives and outputs 

Contribution to two publications: 

- OECD Digital Economy Outlook 

- OECD Science, Technology and Industry Scoreboard 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, Colombia, Egypt, Latvia  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Improved data and metadata collection; 

Dissemination via OECD.STAT 
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Information and Communication 
Technology 

Telecommunications Indicators 

Purpose 

To provide data on the evolution of the characteristics of the Telecommunications sector to analysts and 
policy makers in OECD Member governments and contribute to building a framework for indicators on 
the global information society. Work on this aspect involves the development of statistical standards and 
the compilation of reliable and internationally comparable indicators for the production and use of 
Communications technologies in businesses, households and governments. 

Objectives and outputs 

Work on Communication Indicators provides data for analysts and policy makers in OECD Member 
governments and contributes to the indicators framework for global information society. Basic 
performance indicators and the communication tariff comparison methodology are reviewed every two 
years. This database provides 90 time series of indicators on telecommunications such as network 
infrastructure, revenues, expenses and investment of operators, Internet indicators, trade in 
telecommunications equipment, etc. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Venezuela  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Improvements in meta-data need to be done. 

Data collection: 

More detailed data for Broadband (breakdown by technologies) will be included. 
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International Trade Statistics 

International Coordination of trade in 
Services Statistics 

Purpose 

Given the wide variety of activities carried out by national and international organisations related to 
trade in service statistics, to improve coordination of international development work on trade in 
services statistics and facilitate a strategic view of priority needs. To provide an overview of these 
activities and facilitate communication between international expert groups involved. To identify 
overlaps, links and gaps in international work on methodological issues and data collection. 

Objectives and outputs 

Facilitate coordination on service statistics by providing central information point on services statistics 
developments, gathering information from active groups, and create and maintain web pages on 
international developments in services statistics. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Continue to chair and coordinate the work of the Task Force on Statistics on International Trade in 
Services (TFSITS) which is now being merged with the merchandise trade TF.Cooperate on the work 
related to the Trade in services compiler's guide. 
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International Trade Statistics 

International Trade in Goods 

Purpose 

To produce consistent and timely international trade data for OECD member countries and ensure 
methodological soundness and comparability of international trade data. To conduct research to improve 
the quality of the concepts underlying international trade data and play an active role in the 
development of international standards. 

Objectives and outputs 

Ensure the ITCS database is correctly updated using annual data synchronised from UN Comtrade as all 
data is now collected by UNSD and content synchronised with OECD on a daily basis 

Produce the Quarterly trade publication using monthly data from the UN Comtrade database. 

The OECD meeting of experts in international trade will continue to stimulate the exchange of views and 
research on methodological issues.  

OECD continues to participate in and contribute to the Inter-Agency Merchandise Trade Task Force which 
is being merged with the TF on international trade in services database. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, Chinese Taipei, Russian Federation, Slovenia Former  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

In order to meet the requirements of the open data project, the ITCS databases are being uploaded on 
OECD.stat which requires that the performance "delete and Update" options of OECD.stat are 
substantially improved in cooperation with ITN colleagues. 

OECD participates to the TF which is setting up the merchandise trade DSD for SDMX. 

Data collection: 

Concurrent use of the ITCS OECD-UNSD common data collection and processing system and the OECD 
trade ITCS in OECD.Stat. Full addition of ISIC classification. 
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International Trade Statistics 

International Trade in Services 

Purpose 

To provide detailed, relevant and internationally comparable data for trade policy and economic analysis. 
The information needs of international trade negotiations including the General Agreement on Trade in 
Services and the observed increase in internationalisation of services production are driving new 
developments. 

Objectives and outputs 

Maintain and update the detailed trade in services by partner country database This covers the 34 
member countries, Colombia, Latvia, the Russian Federation and Hong-Kong. Data are based on the 
concepts of the IMF's 6th Balance of Payments Manual (or BPM5 for a few countries not yet having 
already moved to BPM6) and are broken down according to the detailed EBOPS Classification of Trade in 
Services. Coordinate the work of the Interagency Task Force on Statistics of International Trade in 
Services. Contribute to the Trade in services compilation Guide. Contribute to organisation of the WP on 
trade in goods and trade in services statistics. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Russian Federation, Slovenia Former, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The SDMX coding for BOP in BPM6 including the extended Balance of Payments in Services classification 
has been implemented and updated in coordination with OECD/DAF and other International 
Organisations. 

Facilitate to the extent possible links between the classifications EBOPS and ISIC.  

EBOPS 2010 has been implemented in StatWorks and with almost all countries having adopted the new 
standards. The metadata for EBOPS 2010 has also been created. 

Improve the timeliness, with rolling updates, and detail of published data. Monitor progress in the 
implementation of MSITS recommendations.  

Contribute to OECD analytical work and in particular work closely with TAD and STI on data needs for 
TIVA.  

Develop cooperation with UNSD and other agencies on data sharing in trade in services. 

Cooperate with WTO to elaborate the annual World Matrix of bilateral services flows. 

Data collection: 

Pursue rolling update of trade in services by partner country data as data become available. Countries 
that are sent an excel questionnaire will be asked to fill it in. A second best would now be for them to 
provide us with their data in an SDMX format. 
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International Trade Statistics 

STAN Bilateral Trade Database by Industry 
and End-use (BTDIxE) 

Purpose 

The STAN Bilateral Trade Database by industry and end-use (BTDIxE) is a tool for analysing global 
production networks. This database presents international trade in goods broken down both by industrial 
sectors and by end-use categories, allowing, for example, insights into the patterns of trade in 
intermediate goods between countries to track global production networks and supply chains, and 
helping to address policy issues such as trade in value added and trade in tasks. In particular, it is 
designed for linking OECD Input-Output tables to allow the development and use of a global inter-
country I-O (ICIO) model and ultimately for the production of indicators under the Trade in Value Added 
(TiVA) project. 

BTDIxE is an extension of the "traditional" BTD, covering total trade by industry only. The BTDIxE 
industry list provides sufficient detail to enable users to highlight high-technology sectors and is 
compatible with those used in related OECD databases. The end-use category list includes the three 
broad SNA categories: capital goods, intermediate goods and household consumption. 

Objectives and outputs 

BTDIxE is a vital input into the TiVA project and more broadly to Globalisation. Throughout 2012, it 
regularly featured in the top 5 most downloaded data sets on OECD.STAT. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Albania, Argentina, Armenia, Asia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
China, Chinese Taipei, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El 
Salvador, Europe, G20, Georgia, Guatemala, Honduras, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Macedonia, Malaysia, Malta, Moldova, Mongolia, Morocco, 
Nicaragua, Other, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Republic of Montenegro, Republic of Serbia, 
Romania, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Serbia and Montenegro, Singapore, Slovenia Former, South 
Africa, Tajikistan, Thailand, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, World  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

BTDIxE is updated on a rolling basis (i.e. every time about 5 reporters are loaded into underlying 
sources COMTRADE/ITCS). 

Introduce more countries, subject to data quality and availability, according to demand. 

Identify and introduce first estimates of trade in second-hand goods for analysis. 

Include trade flows adjusted for Hong Kong re-exports.  

Improve efficiency and flexibility of processing systems. 
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International Trade Statistics 

Trade by enterprise characteristics 

Purpose 

To assess the contribution of real economic sectors to international trade, as well as to complement 
business data with detailed information on trade, which is traditionally not part of business statistics. 

Objectives and outputs 

An OECD Linkage Table, which is based on Eurostat’s Standardisation Document Rev. 2, was sent out to 
participating Non-EU-OECD member countries. Up to now, OECD has received TEC data from Canada, 
Mexico, New Zealand, Turkey, and the United States. In addition, Eurostat provided OECD with the 
respective (published) data tables of several EU member states including 6 Non-OECD EU member 
states. After reclassification of the Eurostat data to OECD standards (ISIC and CPC classifications, USD 
currency and OECD geo-nomenclature), these were integrated to the Trade by enterprise characteristics 
(TEC) database of the OECD, available in the globalisation cube of OECD.Stat. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Bulgaria, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Romania  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

In 2015, data collection included more recent reference years and more countries, by inviting a wider 
group of OECD member countries. A close cooperation with Eurostat was maintained. 

Using new questionnaires, additional indicators were collected to better capture the heterogeneity 
influenced by global value chains. 

In addition, further enhancement of TEC database was pursued. New data treatment processes were 
introduced and the database was stored along with the SDBS database, facilitating their joint use. 

Five additional tables were created in dotSTAT to display the additional indicators collected in 2015. 
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Labour Statistics 

Annual Labour Force Statistics 

Purpose 

To provide relevant, reliable annual labour force statistics covering long time series for internal OECD 
users (in particular, the Economics Department), member country government agencies and other 
external users in academic institutions and private enterprise. 

Objectives and outputs 

The main objective is to provide long time series for key annual statistics on population, labour force, 
employment and unemployment. This database contains annual statistics for OECD member countries 
comprising: population, total employment, unemployment, civilian employment by sectors. Published 
output also includes comparative tables for the main components of the labour force. 

Data are available for all OECD member countries and for OECD-Total, Euro area and European Union, 
Brazil, Russian Federation and South Africa. Time series cover 20 years for most countries. The long 
time-series for the data presented facilitate identification of structural changes in labour force over time. 

Published output are also accompanied by target OECD and ILO international statistical standards 
(definitions, etc.) and summary methodological information (national definitions, coverage, collection, 
calculation, series breaks, sources) used by individual OECD member countries in the compilation of the 
statistics published in the ALFS and available in OECD.stat. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, Colombia, Latvia, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

Data collection: 

Targeted countries slow at responding to the annual questionnaire will be requested to speed up their 
response. 
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Labour Statistics 

Infra-annual Labour Force Statistics 

Purpose 

To provide relevant, reliable key infra-annual labour force statistics such as employment and 
unemployment (levels, rates) for internal OECD users, member country government agencies and other 
external users in academic institutions and private enterprise. 

Objectives and outputs 

The main objective is to provide long time series for key infra-annual labour statistics as well as timely 
short-term indicators on the labour force such as employment and unemployment. Data are 
disseminated in the OECD Main Economic Indicators (MEI) database, a monthly press release on 
harmonised unemployment, a quarterly press release on employment situation and on OECD.Stat.  

The MEI database contains monthly, quarterly and annual Labour Force Survey indicators on 
employment, unemployment, activity, inactivity, working-age population. It also contains indicators on 
labour compensation and for some countries indicators on registered unemployment, vacancies, and 
hours worked, etc.  

Data are available for all OECD member countries and for key series (employment, unemployment, 
hourly earnings) aggregates for OECD-Total, Major seven, OECD-Europe, EU27 and Euro area and for 
selected non-member countries.  

In the MEI, series are accompanied by summary metadata outlining key concepts, coverage, etc. 
Published output are also accompanied by target OECD and ILO international statistical standards 
(definitions, etc.) and summary methodological information (national definitions, coverage, collection, 
calculation, series breaks, sources) used by individual OECD member countries in data compilation. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, Colombia, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Russian Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

Data collection: 

Small number of countries slow at responding to the annual questionnaire will be requested to speed up 
their response. The collection of further data and metadata for NMEs, in particular, China and India. 
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Labour Statistics 

Labour Market Statistics 

Purpose 

To produce a comprehensive set of statistics to monitor labour market developments in OECD countries, 
while enhancing their international comparability. 

To monitor the current jobs crisis and subsequent jobs recovery. 

To provide statistical information to undertake labour market analyses and policy formulation to be 
discussed at international meetings on labour policies. 

To provide background information for preparatory work for international statistical guidelines. 

Objectives and outputs 

Regular collection, production and dissemination of labour statistics on labour market outcomes and 
performance (i.e. earnings levels, earnings distribution, etc.) and institutional variables (i.e. minimum 
wages, stock of participants and expenditure on labour market programmes - LMP data, EPL index, trade 
union membership, collective bargaining coverage, etc.) to serve as an analytical basis for labour market 
analysis. 

Data are used to produce the statistical annex of the Employment Outlook and the internal and external 
on-line Labour Force Statistics database stored on OECD.Stat (Key Employment Statistics and 
www.oecd.org/els/employment/data). 

Some of the data series are reported in the OECD Main Economic Indicators database 
(http://stats.oecd.org/index.aspx) and in the OECD Annual Labour Force Statistics publication. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Lithuania, Russian Federation, 
South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The expansion of the LFS database has been achieved to improve country coverage and comparability 
regarding job tenure, hours worked, minimum wages and wage earnings data and to compile data in the 
area of youth and workforce ageing, broader measures of unemployment, etc. 

A closer look at statistics to characterize informal employment will be undertaken based on existing 
international guidelines on this subject. 

Work underway to consolidate earnings related statistics and to improve their comparability. A data 
assessment report had been provided to the EC regarding the comparability of earnings data reported in 
the OECD Earnings Distribution database. 

Continuous assessment of annual working time statistics to improve their international comparability 
with the aim of publishing of comparable estimates in the statistical annex of the Employment Outlook 
and of increasing country coverage.  
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Revisions of metadata as appropriate on labour market statistics on OECD.Stat for internal and external 
web based dissemination. 
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Leading Indicators and Tendency 
Surveys 

Business Tendency and Consumer Opinion 
Surveys 

Purpose 

To collect and disseminate business tendency and consumer opinion survey data for OECD member 
countries and selected non-member economies. To promote wider use of business tendency and 
consumer opinion surveys in OECD member countries and selected non-member economies. 

To develop international statistical standards and to encourage scientific research in this field of 
statistics. 

Objectives and outputs 

This activity involves the ongoing collection and publication of an extensive range of business tendency 
and consumer opinion survey data and related metadata from OECD member countries and the BRIICS.  

The survey data are updated and published monthly. Data collection is co-ordinated with the European 
Commission, with the OECD taking primary responsibility for data collection from national sources only 
for non-EU OECD member countries and the BRIICS. 

During the year 2010 the OECD evaluated the possibility to renew its existing international guidelines 
and recommendations. In co-operation with UNSD, the European Commission and CIRET it surveyed 
current availability of tendency surveys internationally and the level of harmonization and adherence to 
existing guidelines. Since 2013, the OECD has participated in the drafting of the handbook on Business 
Tendency and Consumer Confidence Surveys to be released in 2016. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Lithuania, Russian Federation, South Africa  
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Leading Indicators and Tendency 
Surveys 

Composite Leading Indicators 

Purpose 

To compile and disseminate the OECD composite leading indicators for OECD member countries and for 
the Key Partner and Accession Economies as well as Argentina and Saudi Arabia (for G20 purposes) 
which help analysts to assess the cyclical phase of the OECD economies and forecast its future 
development.  

To do methodological development work and carry out scientific research in this field. 

Objectives and outputs 

OECD Composite Leading Indicators (CLI) are published in the monthly Main Economic Indicators 
publication and in a monthly press release. 

The quality of existing CLIs is monitored and enhanced on an on-going basis, including the expansion of 
country coverage for both OECD member and non-member countries, and the development of new tools 
in the research software for cyclical analysis and composite indicators.  

Main recent achievements were: 

- the transition to a GDP (rather than IIP) based CLI system 

- testing the Multivariate Direct Filter Approach as a potential replacement for the current 
filtering/calculation method. 

- drafting a chapter for the Eurostat Handbook on composite leading indicators 

- Investigating business cycle asymmetries 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Russian Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

- Update CLIs for selected OECD member countries. 

- produce CLI for Latvia 

Data collection: 

Inclusion of additional series required for the compilation of CLIs for Brazil, China, India, Russian 
Federation and South Africa and for OECD member as a result of on-going review of CLI component 
series for each country. 
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Methodological Research 

Glossary of Statistical Terms 

Purpose 

The aims of the OECD Glossary of Statistical Terms are: 

- to provide a highly visible and readily accessible source of statistical terminology and definitions that 
are derived from international standards for use by OECD author areas in the development of 
questionnaires and other data collection instruments and for inclusion in published output. The Glossary 
also has wide application for external government and non-government agencies; 

- to provide a set of target definitions based on existing international statistical standards that will 
ultimately be linked to data located in the OECD''s Statistical Information System (SIS); 

- to be the catalyst for the development of consistent international statistical standards by highlighting 
existing inconsistencies between existing standards. 

Objectives and outputs 

The OECD Glossary of Statistical Terms contains a comprehensive set of definitions of the main data 
items collected by the Organisation. The Glossary also contains definitions of key terminology and 
concepts and commonly used acronyms.  

Over 6 700 definitions currently included in the glossary are primarily drawn from existing international 
statistical guidelines and recommendations that have been prepared over the last two or three decades 
by international organisations such as the OECD, IMF, ILO, Eurostat, United Nations working with 
national statistical institutes. 

Work in 2007 entailed the addition of new definitions prepared by a number of OECD statistical working 
parties and expert groups, as well as definitions published by other international organisations, and the 
insertion of extensive information into the "context" field of the glossary, explaining the uses and 
limitations of many of the definitions included. 

New Glossary facilities include the possibility to identify new definitions included in the Glossary or 
existing definitions modified. The facility to download the entire Glossary from the web in as a WORD file 
and PDF has also been developed.  

References to the Glossary is now included in over 170 000 web pages of national statistical agencies, 
central banks and academic institutes. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

There is an ongoing need to change the platform in which the Glossary is currently stored. Discussions 
are ongoing with SAM and ITN. There is an option to drop this activity. 
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Methodological Research 

Guidelines on the Measurement of 
Subjective Well-being 

Purpose 

To prepare a set of guidelines on the collection and use of measures of subjective well-being (SWB) that 
will be the recognized standard adopted by national statistical agencies and other producers and users of 
survey-based subjective well-being data. 

Objectives and outputs 

This activity was endorsed by the OECD Committee on Statistics in 2010 and again in 2011. The main 
purpose is the development of a set of guidelines on the collection and reporting of subjective measures 
of well-being. The guidelines will include prototype survey modules for different types of survey. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The Guidelines will be published and launched publically on 20 March 2013 (World Happiness Day). 
Following the launch there will be a programme of work focused on the promotion/uptake of the 
Guidelines by NSOs. The key deliverable for 2015 was a workshop for national statistical offices from the 
Asia-Pacific region on implementing the Guidelines held in Daejeon, Korea, on 25-26 November 2015. 
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Methodological Research 

Guidelines on the Measurement of Trust 

Purpose 

To prepare a set of guidelines on the collection and use of measures of trust. This will evaluate the 
reliability and validity of trust measures, and broaden the conceptual and statistical basis for measuring 
governance through household surveys. Where validity and reliability are of sufficient quality, the 
Guidelines will provide the basis for the standardised collection of survey data on trust by national 
statistical agencies and other producers of survey-based data. 

Objectives and outputs 

This activity was endorsed by the OECD Committee on Statistics in 2014. The main purpose is the 
development of a set of guidelines that evaluate the validity and reliability of trust measures and provide 
advice on the collection and reporting of measures of trust in household surveys. The guidelines will 
include prototype survey modules for different types of survey. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

An informal advisory group comprising of representatives from national statistical offices, academics, 
and policy makers met on 24 September to discuss the scope and methodology for the review. 
Substantive work on the project is expected to take place largely in 2016 and 2017. 
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Methodological Research 

Journal of Business Cycle Measurement and 
Analysis - 2015 

Purpose 

To exchange knowledge and information on the theoretical and operational aspects of business and 
economic cycle research, involving both measurement and analysis. 

Objectives and outputs 

The Statistics Directorate participates as associate editor and chairman of the editorial board of the 
Journal; provides liaison between the publication system (PAC) the editor in chief located in Zurich 
(CIRET) and the editorial board. 

The journal is a peer-reviewed scientific journal focusing on business cycles. The themes covered by the 
Journal comprise: analysis and explanation of cyclical fluctuations; business cycle specification, definition 
and classification; statistical approaches to the development of short-term economic statistics and 
indicators; business tendency, investment and consumer surveys; use of survey data or cyclical 
indicators for business cycle analysis. 

Each volume has two regular issues with 4-5 articles, and occasionally special editions. The Journal also 
provides a calendar of conferences, along with e-information and book reviews which are of interest and 
within its scope. 
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National Accounts 

Annual Financial Accounts 

Purpose 

To provide unique data sets of harmonised data on annual financial accounts and annual financial 
balance sheets of OECD countries and accession countries, and when possible of key partner countries, 
according to SNA 2008, to analysts and policy makers. 

Objectives and outputs 

This activity mainly focuses on the collection of comparable quantitative and qualitative information on 
annual financial transactions carried out and on annual financial stocks held by institutional sectors of 
the economy in the OECD member countries. 

The main objectives are to improve the quantity and the quality of information on OECD financial 
accounts (transmission of timely, reliable and consistent data) and to disseminate comparable tables on 
financial accounts (transactions) and financial balance sheets (stocks). 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, Colombia, Latvia, Lithuania, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The database on annual Financial Accounts and Financial Balance Sheets will continue to be improved. 
All OECD countries are now covered. For some countries however, the sectorial coverage has still to be 
extended while for some countries, additional datasets (flows or stocks, consolidated or non-
consolidated) continue to be required. 

Data for Brazil, Colombia, Latvia, Lithuania and South Africa are progressively included when available. 

Detailed methodological information relating to Financial accounts and Financial balance sheets are 
regularly updated and included in Metastore. 

Implementation of the SNA 2008/ESA 2010 methodologies and use of the SDMX format for the data 
transmissions. 
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National Accounts 

Annual National Accounts 

Purpose 

To provide, on an internationally comparable basis, a timely update of annual national accounts data to 
internal and external users for analytical purposes.  

To provide a forum of international exchange on national accounts standards, in order to improve the 
relevance of SNA and enhance international comparability. 

Objectives and outputs 

The annual national accounts database (SNA) presents a consistent set of data mainly compiled on the 
basis of the System of National Accounts. It contains data from 1970 whenever possible for OECD 
member countries. 

Main series of the SNA database are presented using an "indicator" approach in the publication National 
accounts at a Glance, focusing on cross-country comparisons. In this publication each indicator is 
associated to a text which explains in general terms of what is measured and why. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, China, Colombia, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Lithuania, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, 
South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Integration in the database of the remaining 3 OECD countries which are still in SNA 93 format. Assist 
countries moving to SDMX/xml transmission of national data. Integrate relevant non OECD countries (4 
new countries were included in the database in 2015: Argentina, Brazil, Lithuania, and Saudi Arabia.)  

Continue integrating and regularly updating detailed methodological information in the SNA browser and 
MetaStore (for NAAG). 
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National Accounts 

Economics Department Analytical Data Base 
(ADB) 

Purpose 

Management, co-ordination and provision of statistical data sets in support of Economics Department 
work described under Theme 1 (Economic Growth, Stability and Structural Adjustment). Primarily as 
input to the Economic Outlook assessment process, ensure timely and consistent updating of the body of 
largely macroeconomic statistics and calculation of subsidiary concepts necessary for corresponding 
analytical activities. Checking methodological soundness and consistency of data definitions against the 
analytical needs of the Department and in particular Country Desks. Development and maintenance of 
related programmes, definitions and procedures and associated metadata systems in support of 
analytical users. 

Objectives and outputs 

Maintains relevant Analytical Data Bank in support of relevant needs of ECO''s macro analytical work, 
notably with respect to the data needs of the OECD Economic Outlook. In conjunction with STD and 
other statistical groups, co-ordinates, manages and extracts the relevant annual and quarterly data sets 
from available sources within the OECD (mostly STD), National Administrations and related publications. 
The primary database covers a range of statistical concepts relevant, in particular, to the assessment of 
the world’s economic situation and developments in member country economies. These include a wide 
range of national accounts, wage, price and labour force, fiscal and financial accounts, exchange rates, 
international trade and balance of payments concepts reported on a variety of frequencies. Basic 
definitions and requirements are those of the economists in the Policy and Country Studies branches. 
The relevant statistics are used routinely in the analysis incorporated in documents for the Economic 
Policy and Economic Development Review Committees and are reported as supporting material in the 
corresponding OECD publications - the twice yearly OECD Economic Outlook and the OECD Country 
Survey series. The Economic Outlook data set is also disseminated as an OECD data product. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, G20, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Lithuania, Russian 
Federation, Saudi Arabia, South Africa  
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National Accounts 

General Government National Accounts 

Purpose 

To provide, on an internationally comparable basis, a timely update of annual national accounts data for 
the sector of general government and sub-sectors to internal and external users. This covers detailed 
revenues and detailed expenditures by function of general government and subsectors. 

Objectives and outputs 

The project on general government national accounts began in September 2003. There are three 
objectives of the project: (1) improve the transmission to and dissemination by the OECD of timely and 
detailed data on general government; (2) enhance the comparability of the major aggregate results for 
general government such as general government deficit/surplus and/or general government debt. 

Data are made available to member country government agencies on OLISnet thanks to OECD.Stat and 
to the public through dissemination in OECD.Stat and tables freely available on Internet. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Colombia, Latvia, Russian Federation  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

New methodology: SNA 08 (ESA2010) for most OECD countries. 
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National Accounts 

Household Financial Assets and Liabilities 
(annual and quarterly) 

Purpose 

The elaboration of a more precise nomenclature of households' financial assets and liabilities and the 
collection of more detailed information constitute an attempt to better identify and analyse households' 
wealth in OECD countries. The objective of the sub-classification of assets and liabilities is to identify the 
relative importance of the various types of assets, classified according to the increasing risk. It refers to 
the SNA sector Households (S14) for annual data and Households and NPISHs (S14_S15) for quarterly 
data. 

Objectives and outputs 

Review of the Households Financial Assets and Liabilities data collection and the Households Financial 
Assets and Liabilities dataset. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Latvia, Lithuania, Russian Federation  
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National Accounts 

OECD Financial Dashboard 

Purpose 

The recent financial and economic crises have underlined the importance of monitoring financial activity 
and position of the various institutional sectors of national economies. 

The OECD Financial Dashboard has been created to respond to users'' questions and needs for relevant 
indicators based on timely, frequent and comparable financial statistics. 

Objectives and outputs 

The financial indicators are constructed from financial accounts and from financial balance sheets to 
analyse the behaviour and performance of the various institutional sectors and to carry out cross-
country comparisons. 

It comprises eleven financial indicators derived from financial accounts, and fifty derived from financial 
balance sheets, the households' assets and liabilities, and the institutional investors' assets datasets, for 
all OECD countries, when data are available. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Compliance of the financial indicators with the 2008 SNA methodology. 
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National Accounts 

Productivity/Capital Services 

Purpose 

The purpose of this activity is to provide a consistent and timely set of internationally comparable 
productivity measures and fully coherent estimates of unit labour costs (ULC) at the total economy and 
at the industry levels to meet policy and analytical needs. The OECD Productivity Statistics (database) 
provides users with regularly updated measures of labour productivity, capital services, multifactor 
productivity, ULC and related indicators primarily based on national accounts statistics. The OECD 
Compendium of Productivity Indicators presents a broad overview of recent and longer term trends in 
productivity and ULC and highlights key measurement issues and challenges and the caveats needed in 
analyses. 

Objectives and outputs 

The Productivity database (PDB) presents a consistent set of productivity measures, ULC and related 
indicators mainly compiled on the basis of the System of National Accounts 2008. It contains data (from 
1970 when possible) for OECD member countries, Russia, South Africa, Latvia, Lithuania and relevant 
country groups. The database contains measures of labour productivity, capital services, multifactor 
productivity, growth accounts, ULC and other related indicators at the total economy level and of labour 
productivity and ULC at the industry level. The data are made available on OECD.Stat. 

The OECD Compendium of Productivity Indicators presents an overview of recent changes in productivity 
and ULC as well as long-term trends in labour productivity and multifactor productivity. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Latvia, Lithuania, Russian Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The productivity database and the OECD Compendium of Productivity Indicators, released in May 2015, 
introduced productivity and ULC measures in line with the System of National Accounts 2008. Statistics 
on contributions to GDP growth and contributions to labour productivity growth were also made available 
on OECD.Stat. 
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National Accounts 

Quarterly National Accounts 

Purpose 

1. To provide a real time update of member and non-member countries'' sets of quarterly national 
accounts to internal users, mainly the OECD Economics Department. Quarterly national accounts 
constitute a significant input into the OECD''s macro-economic modelling and forecasting work. 

2. To provide external users a selection of key long time series from countries'' quarterly national 
accounts, some area totals and a consistent and internationally comparable set of data for analytical 
purposes. 

Objectives and outputs 

The OECD Quarterly National Accounts (QNA) database presents data collected from countries on the 
basis of a standardised OECD/Eurostat questionnaire based on the international system of national 
accounts (SNA 2008, SNA 1993). It contains, as from 1960 whenever possible (and even before for a 
few countries), a wide selection of the accounts produced by the 34 member countries and Key Partners. 

Work is concentrated on producing relevant, reliable, consistent, comparable and timely quarterly 
national accounts data. 

The QNA publications contain a selection of the accounts most widely used for economic analysis: GDP - 
expenditure and output approaches (current prices and volume estimates), GDP income approach 
(current prices), Saving and net lending (current prices), Gross fixed capital formation (current prices 
and volume estimates) broken down separately by type of asset and by institutional sector, Disposable 
income and Real disposable income components, Population and Employment, Compensation of 
employees by industry, Employment by industry, Household final consumption expenditure (current 
prices and volume estimates) by durability and by purpose. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, G20, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Lithuania, Russian 
Federation, Saudi Arabia, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Continue to extend the coverage of the database by the inclusion of new accounts/series provided by 
countries.  

Expand the geographical coverage of the QNA database by including more updated data from Key 
Partner countries and remaining G20 countries (Argentina and Saudi Arabia). 

Set up of a pilot exercise to exchange GDP main aggregates and population data among International 
Organisations according to SDMX standards. 
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National Accounts 

Quarterly Public Sector Debt 

Purpose 

The Public Sector Debt Database was launched in December 2010 and was initially focused on 
developing and emerging economies, and is now expanded to the advanced economies. The launch of 
the database is one of the recommendations of the G-20 Data Gaps Initiative (Recommendation 18). 
This Initiative has been endorsed by G-20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors and also by the 
IMF’s International Monetary and Financial Committee. 

The request covers total general government and public sector debt, broken down by details on 
instruments, maturity, the residence of creditor, and currency of denomination. While data are generally 
recorded at nominal value, there is a supplementary item for data on debt securities to be shown at 
market value. Data are to be provided for the various institutional levels, specifically central 
government, general government, and, if possible, the public sector, where available. 

Objectives and outputs 

Collect detailed and comparable quarterly data on the general government consolidated gross debt, the 
central government debt and more broadly the public sector debt for all OECD countries. 

Since May 2014, 34 OECD countries have provided detailed data on general and/or central government 
debt. Russia, Latvia, Lithuania, Colombia and Costa Rica participate in this initiative as well. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, China, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, 
South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Expand both the sector and the instrument coverage of the public sector debt database. Improve the 
reporting of metadata. 

Main changes in 2015: implementation of the SNA 2008 methodology and use of the SDMX format for 
the data transmissions. 
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National Accounts 

Quarterly Sector Accounts (Financial part) 

Purpose 

To provide financial quarterly sector accounts data of OECD countries, key partners and accession 
countries for internal and external users.  

The G20 Recommendation 15 has identified Sector accounts (annual and quarterly) as essential 
statistics to monitor economies. 

Objectives and outputs 

The collection of data relating to quarterly financial accounts and quarterly financial balance sheets, 
launched in 2011, and stored in the new QASA browser, will continue in cooperation with the ECB (for 21 
EU countries). A MoU has been signed in 2015 with the ECB for the exchange of quarterly and annual 
sector accounts between the OECD and the ECB. 

The aim is to better cover all OECD countries, including EU countries, and, when data are available, also 
key partner and accession countries. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, Colombia, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Russian Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Implementation of the SNA 2008/ESA 2010 methodologies and use of the SDMX format. 
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National Accounts 

Quarterly Sector Accounts (Non-Financial 
part) 

Purpose 

To provide non-financial quarterly sector accounts data of member and non-member G20 countries for 
internal and external users.  

The G20 Recommendation 15 identified Sector accounts as essential statistics to monitor economies.  

The OECD is responsible for collecting and disseminating detailed quarterly sectorial accounts for OECD 
member countries and other non-member G20 countries. 

Objectives and outputs 

Continue to collect non-financial Quarterly Sector Accounts (QSA) data for EU countries in close 
collaboration with Eurostat; Collect non-EU QSA data through standard questionnaires. 

Release publishable QSA data in OECD.stat and feed the IMF PGI- website with the G20 QSA data. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, Costa Rica, G20, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Lithuania, Russian Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Continue collecting data from non-EU countries which have not yet transmitted data to the OECD 
through the standard questionnaire. 

Extend the release of QSA data on OECD.Stat with new publishable data. 

Continue to feed the IMF PGI-website with G20 QSA data. 

Set up a pilot exercise for QSA data exchange among International Organisations according to SDMX 
standards. 
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Public Management 

Government at a Glance for Latin America 
and the Caribbean 

Purpose 

To extend select indicators from the Government at a Glance database to a sample of LAC countries. 

Objectives and outputs 

In partnership with the IADB, to produce the second edition of Government at a Glance publication in 
2016 for selected countries in the LAC region including indicators on: public finance and economics, 
public employment, compensation of central government employees, budgeting practices and 
procedures, regulatory governance, open government, digital government, centres of government, and 
public procurement. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

In 2015, the main priorities have been to finalise/update the current selected GOV surveys for the LAC 
countries indicators, in order to collect the information for the analysis in the subsequent year. 
Compared to the 2014 edition further developments will refer to the extension of the set of indicators 
that have been used in the standard OECD Government at a Glance publication. 
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Public Management 

Government at a Glance Indicators 

Purpose 

To collect comparable data and indicators of good government and efficient public services, and to 
provide robust empirics with which to assess the impact of public management reforms and progress 
made in their implementation. 

Objectives and outputs 

The fourth edition of "Government at a Glance" is going to be released during the year 2015. The 
objective of this regular publication is to presents internationally comparable set of data in order to help 
decision makers and the public analyse and benchmark government performance. Government at a 
Glance indicators include measures of both the market and non-market activities of government and in 
some instances also including public corporations. Data are mainly based on: general government/public 
sector labour statistics; general government national accounts (e.g. revenues, expenditures, deficit, 
debt, compensation, investments, etc..); data collected by GOV surveys on governance and data 
collected on government results/outputs/outcomes by ELS, EDU, CTP (in some occurrences data are also 
collected by organizations other than OECD). Government at a Glance indicators are regularly (every 
second year) released in OECD Government at a Glance publication. This 2015 edition include indicators 
on: Public finance and economics; Public employment; Institutions; Budget practices and procedures; 
Human resource management; Public sector integrity; Regulatory governance; Public procurement; 
Digital government; Core government results; Service citizens (which includes outcome and output 
measures for the selected sectors of health, education and justice). In addition, this year there has been 
as additional objective the release, for the first time, of the online Government at a Glance database 
(which includes both quantitative and qualitative data) in the context of the OECD Open Data Project. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Russian Federation, South Africa, Ukraine  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

In 2015 the main priorities are to finalise/update and putting online the Government at a Glance data 
set with the aim to do also periodical updates (twice a year) for selected indicators. This online dataset 
is going to be constituted into two platforms: for quantitative data under the OECD.stat whereas for 
qualitative data under QDD (Qualitative data Dissemination). Moreover, priority is to implement the 
development of new indicators for the Government at a Glance 2015 edition focusing mostly on public 
finance, human resource management, budgeting and digital government as well as to consolidate and 
provide a broader set of internationally comparable measures on services to citizens. 
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Purchasing Power Parities and Prices 

Economics Department Analytical House 
Price Indicators Data Base 

Purpose 

Management, co-ordination and provision of statistical data sets in support of Economics Department 
work described under Theme 1 (Economic Growth, Stability and Structural Adjustment). Primarily as 
input to the Economic Outlook assessment process, ensure timely and consistent updating of the body of 
largely macroeconomic statistics and calculation of subsidiary concepts necessary for corresponding 
analytical activities. Checking methodological soundness and consistency of data definitions against the 
analytical needs of the Department and in particular Country Desks. Development and maintenance of 
related programmes, definitions and procedures and associated metadata systems in support of 
analytical users. 

Objectives and outputs 

Residential Property Prices Indices (RPPIs) – also named House price indices (HPIs), are index numbers 
that measure the prices of residential properties over time. RPPIs are key statistics not only for citizens 
and households across the world, but also for economic and monetary policy makers. They can help, for 
example, to monitor potential macroeconomic imbalances and the risk exposure of the household and 
financial sectors.  

The extended data supplement the OECD RPPI data with historical data from a variety of sources, 
including other international organisations, central banks and national statistical offices. The 
methodological basis on the historical data and the types of geographical areas and dwellings they cover 
can differ from those used in the OECD RPPI data. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, China, Colombia, G20, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, 
South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

New indicators to help monitoring analysis will be introduced. We have incorporated direct links to in-
house source data bases and the MetaStore system, the integration of Economic Outlook publications 
data base within the OECD.Stat system and the incorporation of relevant production metadata. 
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Purchasing Power Parities and Prices 

Price Indicators 

Purpose 

- To provide a set of relevant, reliable, timely, monthly and quarterly price indices (CPI and Producer 
Price Indices) for internal and external users. To provide methodological information on these price 
indices. 

- To develop a new OECD database on house prices and related statistics 

Objectives and outputs 

- Maintain, update and expand the ''Price Indices'' dataset in the Main Economic Indicators (MEI). This 
database contains statistics on Consumer prices, Producer prices and Construction costs for 34 OECD 
member, Russian Federation and 5 B(R) IICS countries. In all cases much effort has gone into ensuring 
international comparability and into the availability of historical time-series for analysis.  

- Maintain and expand the datasets on Residential Property Price Indices (RPPIs) and other related 
house statistics 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, China, Colombia, Europe, G20, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Russian Federation, Saudi 
Arabia, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

- Creation of three datasets on Residential Property Price Indices (RPPIs) dataset covering the OECD 
member countries and some non-member countries - end of December 2015 

- Creation in November 2015 of the 'National Consumer Price Indices (CPIs) by COICOP Divisions' 
dataset which contains national CPIs, national CPI weights and associated statistical methodological 
information price indices .It will be progressively extended to all OECD member, accession and key 
partner countries in 2016.  

- Creation in November 2015 of The 'Harmonized Indices of Consumer Prices (HICPs) by COICOP 
Divisions' dataset which contains also HICPs, weights and associated statistical methodological 
information. This dataset complements the dataset 'National Consumer Price Indices (CPIs) by COICOP 
divisions. 
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Purchasing Power Parities and Prices 

Purchasing Power Parities 

Purpose 

Produce reliable and timely Purchasing Power Parities (PPPs) data for OECD member countries. PPPs are 
an important tool to compare levels of real income or real output across countries with indicators such 
as GDP per capita and relative price levels between countries. 

Objectives and outputs 

-Calculation of the preliminary PPP benchmark results for the year 2014 end of December 2015 
(Finalization end of 2016). Improve annual PPP time series for GDP and other national Accounts main 
Aggregates. 

- Provide support and data necessary to the World Bank for the next ICP round (date to be fixed in 
March 2016) 

- Work closely with Eurostat to further harmonise the methodology employed. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

- Publication of the final detailed 2014 PPP results 

- Improve quality of the annual PPP time series. 
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Science, Technology and Patents 
Statistics 

Analytical Business Enterprise Research and 
Development 

Purpose 

To provide a consistent and comparable data set across countries and over time on industrial R&D 
expenditures broken down by industry. 

Objectives and outputs 

The ANBERD (Analytical Business Enterprise Research and Development) database is continually revised 
to enhance the international comparability of time series on business enterprise R&D expenditure 
(BERD) by industry. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

China, Chinese Taipei, Romania, Russian Federation, Singapore, South Africa  
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Science, Technology and Patents 
Statistics 

Biotechnology 

Purpose 

To establish international standards for the collection of biotechnology data across OECD member 
countries. 

Objectives and outputs 

Under the auspices of the National Experts of Science and Technology Indicators (NESTI) group, six Ad 
hoc Biotechnology Statistics meetings have been held to date. These meetings have achieved: an 
internationally agreed upon definition of biotechnology, a model survey for the collection of 
biotechnology data in member countries, and an inventory of biotechnology data collected in member 
and selected non-member countries. 

OECD Biotechnology Statistics was released in 2009. 

Key Biotechnology Statistics are updated annually and published online at http://oe.cd/kbi 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Russian Federation, South Africa, Thailand  
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Science, Technology and Patents 
Statistics 

Design Statistics 

Purpose 

To develop a statistical infrastructure for registered design (including databases and methodologies), 
used as a basis to calculate design-based policy-relevant indicators and conduct various analytical 
studies. 

Objectives and outputs 

Built within the EAS Microdata Lab, the main objective of this statistical work is to build a multi-country 
design data repository; to devise and compile a number of indicators related to the design activities of 
firms, industries and countries; and to conduct analytical work. This work is based on administrative 
micro-datasets related to registered design at Intellectual Property Offices (IPO) worldwide. 

Currently, the following administrative design -related data have been received from IPOs and processed 
on a regular basis from: OHIM (European Office for the Harmonisation of the Internal Market), IP 
Australia and JPO (Japan Patent Office). Various indicators derived from those datasets are calculated 
regularly: design applications by country, by class of products and by year. 

Design statistics are published in the OECD Science, Technology and Industry Scoreboard. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

World  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Updating the existing design database (covering OHIM, IP Australia, JPO data) and extending the data 
coverage (i.e. to include information from more national offices); harmonising design applicant's names 
and matching with firm-level databases; development of further design indicators (design by industry, 
diversification indicators); development of further analytical applications of design. 
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Science, Technology and Patents 
Statistics 

Innovation Policy Platform (IPP.Stat) 

Purpose 

The Innovation Policy Platform (IPP) is a web-based interactive space that provides easy access to 
knowledge, learning resources, indicators and communities of practice on the design, implementation, 
and evaluation of innovation policies.  

The Platform helps users learn how innovation systems operate, identify good practices across different 
countries, conduct statistical benchmarking and devise and apply effective policy solutions. More 
broadly, it facilitates knowledge exchange and collaboration across countries and regions. 

The IPP includes a data visualisation tool containing the main available indicators relevant to a country’s 
innovation performance. Indicators are sourced primarily from the OECD and the World Bank, as well as 
from other sources of comparable quality. 

The tool provides the ability to customise the selection of comparator countries and time periods, to 
draw various types of attractive tables, charts and maps, and to export the data in a variety of formats. 

Live charts (automatically updated as the back office is updated) are also embedding across the IPP. 

https://www.innovationpolicyplatform.org/ 

Objectives and outputs 

Main developments in 2015 have focused on expanding the statistical coverage of the IPP.Stat, 
especially beyond R&D indicators, and on improving data and metadata management processes (for 
instance by automatizing calculations and better connecting the IPP.Stat back office with the repositories 
of primary data sources). 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Albania, Argentina, Armenia, Asia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
China, Chinese Taipei, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El 
Salvador, Europe, G20, Georgia, Guatemala, Honduras, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Macedonia, Malaysia, Malta, Moldova, Mongolia, Morocco, 
Nicaragua, Other, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Republic of Montenegro, Republic of Serbia, 
Romania, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Serbia and Montenegro, Singapore, Slovenia Former, South 
Africa, Tajikistan, Thailand, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, World  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Introducing new indicators and complementing statistical coverage by unit. 

Further automation of calculations and data management process. 

Migrating to html5 format. 
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Science, Technology and Patents 
Statistics 

Main Science and Technology Indicators 

Purpose 

To publish biannually the most commonly used indicators on science and technology on an 
internationally comparable basis. The database and publication are regularly updated with 72 (paper 
publication) to 130 (electronic publication) data series presenting resources devoted to R&D, measures 
of output and the impact of S&T activities. 

Objectives and outputs 

This biannual publication provides a set of indicators that reflect the level and structure of the efforts 
undertaken by OECD member countries and 7 non-member economies in the field of science and 
technology. These data include final and provisional results as well as forecasts established by 
government authorities. The indicators cover the resources devoted to research and development, 
patent families, technology balance of payments and international trade in highly R&D intensive 
industries. Also presented are the underlying economic series used to calculate these indicators. Series 
are presented for a reference year and the last six years for which data are available (paper publication) 
and beginning 1981 (electronic editions). 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, China, Chinese Taipei, Romania, Russian Federation, Singapore, South Africa  
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Science, Technology and Patents 
Statistics 

Nanotechnology 

Purpose 

To establish international standards for the collection of nanotechnology data across OECD member 
countries. 

Objectives and outputs 

Under the auspices of the National Experts of Science and Technology Indicators (NESTI) group and with 
regular interaction with the Working Party on Nanotechnology data is collected and published at 
www.oe.cd/kni. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil  
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Science, Technology and Patents 
Statistics 

OECD Frascati Manual on R&D - Revision 

Purpose 

Revision of 2002 edition of proposed standard practice for surveys on research and experimental 
development. 

Objectives and outputs 

The Frascati manual is reviewed and updated every 10 years or so to take account of latest trends in 
R&D and measurement thereof. This revision will be particularly pertinent as countries begin to include 
R&D as an intangible investment within their estimates of GFCF following recommendations of SNA 
2008. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Completion of the revision. Results available in http://oe.cd/frascati  

Implementation steps pending, to be reflected in R&D statistics activity 
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Science, Technology and Patents 
Statistics 

Patent Statistics 

Purpose 

To develop an international statistical infrastructure for patents (including databases and 
methodologies), which will provide the conditions for improving the quality and international 
comparability of patent indicators. Development of policy-relevant indicators from this work. Serves as a 
basis for policy relevant studies carried out within and outside OECD. 

Objectives and outputs 

The main objective is to develop patent databases suitable for calculating indicators for statistical and 
S&T/Entrepreneurship policy purposes, covering patent filings to national and regional patent offices 
across the world. 

Currently, the following patent statistics are collected and processed on a regular basis: indicators based 
on EPO (European Patent Office) patent; indicators based on USPTO (US Patent and Trademark Office) 
patents; indicators based on patent applications filed under the PCT (Patent Co-operation Treaty) and 
"triadic" patent family’s indicators. EPO and PCT data are also broken at the lowest regional level 
(NUTS3/TL3) for all OECD countries and selected economies. 

Patent statistics are published in various publications, of which the Main Science and Technology 
Indicators; OECD Science, Technology and Industry Scoreboard; OECD Science, Technology and 
Industry Outlook. 

The focus of the methodological work is to provide guidelines for compiling patent statistics and 
indicators, and to provide users with methodological information in a transparent manner. The following 
issues have been investigated: criteria for counting patent data; triadic patent families'' definition; 
patent data for specific technology area; patent data by industry, patents by region; patent citations and 
patent value/quality. The OECD Patent Statistics Manual 2009 provides further guidelines for analysing 
and building patent statistics in the framework of S&T indicators. 

Patent records have been matched to headquarters and subsidiaries of the top 2000 R&D performers 
jointly with the JRC-IPTS of the EC.  

Similar work is also conducted for other intellectual property assets such as Trademarks and Design 
(oe.cd/ipstats). 

Regular conferences on IP-related statistics are jointly organised by the IP Statistics Task Force led by 
the OECD (oe.cd/ipsdm). 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Albania, Argentina, Armenia, Asia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
China, Chinese Taipei, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El 
Salvador, Europe, G20, Georgia, Guatemala, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Macedonia, Malaysia, Malta, Moldova, Mongolia, Morocco, Other, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Republic of Montenegro, Republic of Serbia, Romania, Russian Federation, 
Saudi Arabia, Serbia and Montenegro, Singapore, Slovenia Former, South Africa, Tajikistan, Thailand, 
Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, World  

Main Developments for 2015 
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General aspects: 

Updating the existing patent database; extending the data coverage (i.e. to include information from 
more national patent offices); development of further patent indicators (e.g. patent radicalness; patent 
burst); development of citations indicators, development of further analytical applications of patent data, 
patents by industry. 

Further work to develop Design data is also on the way. 

Another matching exercise is experimented to link patent data (with the citations of non-patent 
literature) to scientific publication data (using Elsevier’s SCOPUS database). 
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Science, Technology and Patents 
Statistics 

Pilot survey of scientific authors 

Purpose 

Assess the scope for retrieving reliable information from a sample of scientific authors to inform STI-
CSTP work on open access and open science 

Objectives and outputs 

Design and carry out the pilot survey. 

Analyse and disseminate the results. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Pilot survey implemented.  

Results presented and approved by CSTP for dissemination. 
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Science, Technology and Patents 
Statistics 

R&D Tax Incentives Statistics and 
Indicators 

Purpose 

Provide new evidence on the incidence and design of R&D tax support: Building internationally 
comparable evidence on the size and nature of incentives provided by governments to support R&D and 
innovation through their tax systems.  

http://www.oecd.org/sti/rd-tax-stats.htm 

Objectives and outputs 

Carry out the 2015 OECD-NESTI data collection on tax expenditures and design of R&D tax incentive 
schemes; 

Produce indicators of tax expenditures for R&D; 

Calculate implied R&D tax subsidy rates. 

Publish main results in the 2015 STI Scoreboard. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Venezuela  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Deliverables completed as specified above. 
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Science, Technology and Patents 
Statistics 

Research and Development (R&D) Statistics 

Purpose 

Provide internal and external users with statistics on R&D expenditures and personnel and ensure, 
through appropriate methodological work, their international comparability. 

Objectives and outputs 

Collect and process internationally comparable statistics on the resources devoted to R&D in member 
countries and seven non-member economies based on the OECD internationally agreed methodology for 
R&D surveys, the "Frascati Manual". Disseminate these statistics and the corresponding metadata via 
the annual “R&D Statistics” and the biannual “Main S&T Indicators” publications and the on-line "R&D 
Sources and Methods database". The OECD S&T databases and publications include comparable S&T 
indicators and statistics for seven non-member economies, i.e. Argentina, China, Romania, Russia, 
Singapore, South Africa and Chinese Taipei. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, China, Chinese Taipei, Romania, Russian Federation, Singapore, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Full implementation of ISIC Rev. 4 was ensured. 
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Science, Technology and Patents 
Statistics 

Revision of the Oslo Manual on measuring 
innovation 

Purpose 

Revise OECD/ESTAT manual: Guidelines for collecting and interpreting innovation data. 
www.oecd.org/sti/oslomanual 

Objectives and outputs 

Scoping the revision 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Scoping workshop held in Oslo, Norway. 
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Science, Technology and Patents 
Statistics 

Scientometric indicators 
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Science, Technology and Patents 
Statistics 

Sources and Methods for Research and 
Development (R&D) Statistics 

Purpose 

To meet demand for country-specific and item-specific methodology, this database relates principally to 
R&D as reported by the units performing the R&D in line with the standard methodology for R&D 
statistics recommended by OECD in the Proposed Standard Practice for Surveys of Research and 
Experimental Development - Frascati Manual (OECD). 

Objectives and outputs 

The database provides detail on methods used in the member countries and seven non-member 
economies when compiling the R&D data reported to OECD in the framework of the International Survey 
of the Resources devoted to R&D by OECD countries, underlining both current and historical national 
specificities of the data stored in the OECD STI/EAS R&D database. The sources and methods are 
regularly updated as part of the International Survey of the Resources devoted to R&D by OECD 
countries. The Secretariat has made this database available on line 
(http://webnet.oecd.org/rd_gbaord_metadata/default.aspx) where delegates and the public are able to 
consult. 

Selected metadata are regularly published in "Research and Development Statistics" (annual electronic 
publication) as well as in "Main Science and Technology Indicators" (paper and electronic publication 
appearing twice yearly). This information was also used as input to the revision of the "Frascati Manual", 
the international standard methodology for the measurement of resources devoted to R&D. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, China, Chinese Taipei, Romania, Russian Federation, Singapore, South Africa  
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Science, Technology and Patents 
Statistics 

Space technology 

Purpose 

In collaboration with ten space agencies in OECD member economies within the OECD Space Forum, 
work is underway to better identify the statistical contours of the space sector, while investigating the 
space infrastructure’s economic significance, innovation role and potential impacts for the larger 
economy (http://oe.cd/spaceforum). 

Objectives and outputs 

- Work on statistics and economic indicators, so as to contribute with other actors to the emergence of 
international comparative data on the space sector; 

- Work on horizontal case studies, which are meant to explore the broad economic and social dimensions 
of space applications (e.g. case studies on satellites’ technical and economic contributions in agriculture, 
environment). 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Asia, G20, India  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Further work undertaken in 2015 on methodologies (industry surveys) with several workshops held with 
aerospace industry associations, and a updated "Handbook on Measuring the Space Economy" to be 
published (early 2016). 
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Science, Technology and Patents 
Statistics 

Trademark Statistics 

Purpose 

To develop a statistical infrastructure for trademarks (including databases and methodologies), used as 
a basis to calculate trademark-based policy-relevant indicators and conduct various analytical studies, 
regarding e.g. innovations with no or low technological content, firms'' target markets, or firm 
diversification strategies. 

Objectives and outputs 

Built within the EAS Microdata Lab, the main objective of this statistical work is to build a multi-country 
trademark data repository; to devise and compile a number of indicators related to the trademark 
activities of firms, industries and countries; and to conduct analytical work. This work is based on 
administrative micro-datasets related to trademark applications at Intellectual Property Offices (IPO) 
worldwide. 

Currently, the following administrative trademark-related data have been received from IPOs and 
processed on a regular basis from: OHIM (European Office for the Harmonisation of the Internal 
Market), USPTO (US Patent and Trademark Office), INPI (French Institute National de la Propriété 
Industrielle), IP Australia, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) and UKIPO (UK Intellectual Property Office). 
Various indicators derived from those datasets are calculated regularly: trademark applications by 
country, by class of products and by year. 

Trademark statistics are published in the OECD Science, Technology and Industry Scoreboard, in the 
OECD Science, Technology and Industry Outlook and in the Statistical compendium of the Innovation 
Strategy "Measuring innovation: a new perspective". 

An experimental exercise has been performed to match trademarks data at the micro-level with the 
headquarters and subsidiaries of the top 2000 R&D performers. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

World  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Updating the existing trademark database (covering USPTO, IP AU, JPO, OHIM, INPI and UKIPO data) 
and extending the data coverage (i.e. to include information from more national trademark offices); 
harmonising trademark applicant's names and matching with firm-level databases; development of 
further trademark indicators (trademarks by industry, diversification indicators); development of further 
analytical applications of trademark data. 
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Short-term Economic Statistics 

Main Economic Indicators 

Purpose 

The OECD's Main Economic Indicator (MEI) database provides a wide range of short-term economic 
indicators (and associated methodological information) for OECD member and non-countries to meet the 
on-going requirements of a number of internal OECD users and the general public. 

Objectives and outputs 

Maintaining the Main Economic Indicators (MEI) database, which contains monthly and quarterly 
statistics (and associated statistical methodological information) for all OECD member and Key Partners 
on a wide variety of economic indicators for use by economic analysts, policy makers and business.  

Indicators in the MEI database include: quarterly national accounts, industrial production, composite 
leading indicators, business tendency and consumer opinion surveys, retail trade, consumer and 
producer prices, hourly earnings, employment/unemployment, interest rates, monetary aggregates, 
exchange rates, international trade and balance of payments.  

There is an on-going process of review to revise the contents of the database in order to maximise the 
relevance of the database for short-term economic analysis, for example, through the inclusion of new 
indicators reflecting new areas of analysis and policy making. Enlarging coverage also entails working 
with other international organisations such as IMF, ILO, ECB and Eurostat in the development of 
effective international standards for the presentation of statistical methodological information 
(metadata), and increasing the coverage and quality of statistical metadata, whilst at the same time 
minimising the reporting burden of member countries. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, China, Colombia, G20, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, 
South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Subject areas are now responsible individually. 

Colombia, Costa Rica, Lithuania and Latvia will be added to the database. 

Data collection: 

On-going processes to improve the efficiency and timeliness of data capture processes. 

There will also be expanded use of data from Eurostats NewCronos database and the IMF's IFS. Greater 
efforts will also be made to implement data and metadata exchange standards developed under the 
SDMX initiative. 
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Short-term Economic Statistics 

Real-time and Revisions Database 

Purpose 

To make freely available on the OECD website a "real-time" database with associated revisions analysis 
of key short-term economic statistics derived from historically published monthly snapshots of the OECD 
Main Economic Indicators database. 

Objectives and outputs 

The concept of a real time database is to provide an information set of short-term economic statistics 
that would have been available to analysts at a specific point in time for the purpose of testing the likely 
effectiveness of econometric models in real-time. It also provides the opportunity to perform revisions 
analysis - i.e. to study the magnitude and direction of subsequent revisions to published statistics. A 
database containing MEI vintage from 1999 was developed and published on the OECD website in 2006.  

The portal also provides a broader context on the issue of revisions. This primarily take the form of the 
revisions framework (outlining the reasons for data revision) formulated by the IMF and of the 
recommendations published in the OECD "Data and Metadata Reporting and Presentation Handbook". 

Updated revisions analysis of GDP and a comparison of revisions between seasonally adjusted and raw 
series were performed in 2007 and presented at the STESWP and National Accounts working parties, 
and also at a number of international conferences where the database was also promoted. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

No major changes. 
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Short-term Economic Statistics 

Short-Term Financial Indicators 

Purpose 

To capture in quantitative terms an important but heterogeneous and fast evolving area of the financial 
markets. 

Objectives and outputs 

The Short Term Financial Indicators dataset contains financial statistics on four separate subjects: 
Monetary Aggregates, Interest Rates, Exchange Rates and Share Prices. In all cases considerable effort 
has been made to ensure that the data are internationally comparable across all countries presented and 
that all the subjects have good historical time-series' data to aid with analysis. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Russian Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The addition of Colombia and Latvia into the database. 
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Social and Welfare Statistics 

Benefits and Wages 

Purpose 

Monitor reforms of tax and benefits systems and their impact on work incentives and income adequacy. 
Results are used as the basis of the OECD''s "Benefits and Wages" publication and as inputs into a wide 
range of studies produced within and outside the OECD. In addition, the group develops and maintains 
tax-benefit models. These computer models allow a wide range of tax and benefit indicators to be 
produced. Finally, the online "tax-benefit calculator" and tax-benefit models for 33 OECD and an 
additional 6 EU countries to 2013 are available on the web-page www.oecd.org/social/benefits-and-
wages.htm and are updated annually. 

Objectives and outputs 

The Benefits and Wages series addresses the complicated interactions of tax and benefit systems for 
different family types and labour market situations. The series is a valuable tool used to compare the 
different benefits made available to those without work and those with different levels of in-work 
income. The resulting indicators (such as ''net replacement rates'') are useful for addressing issues of 
both work incentives and adequacy of household incomes. 

Recent updates include calculations of incomes and work incentives net of childcare costs. Country 
coverage has been extended to include a 2013 model for Croatia.  

An interface for interactive web access to tax-benefit models ("tax-benefit calculator") is available on the 
web-page www.oecd.org/social/benefits-and-wages.htm. Also available on this web page are country 
files and model output for 40 countries. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Romania  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

On-line publication of 2013 tax-benefit models, country files and an expanded range of work incentive 
and income adequacy indicators for 39 countries. Development of 2014 models for 40 countries. 
Continue up-date of synthetic earnings distribution data, by gender, to latest post-crisis year available. 

Release of Policy Brief - "FOCUS on Minimum wages after the crisis: Making them pay" in May 2015 

Data collection: 

Include Chile 
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Social and Welfare Statistics 

Family and Child Outcomes and Policies 

Purpose 

To provide cross-national information on family outcomes and policies as categorised under 4 broad 
dimensions: (i) the structure of families, (ii) the labour market position of families, (iii) public policies for 
families and children, and (iv) child outcomes. See www.oecd.org/els/family/database.htm 

Objectives and outputs 

In view of the strong demand for cross-national measures on the situation of families and children, the 
OECD Family database was developed to provide indicators on family outcomes and family policies 
across OECD countries, the OECD's enhanced engagement partners and EU member states 

The database brings together information from various national and international databases, both within 
the OECD and external organisations. Development of the database is an ongoing process. The database 
currently includes 70 indicators under four main dimensions: (i) structure of families, (ii) labour market 
position of families, (iii) public policies for families and children and (iv) child outcomes. Each indicator 
typically presents the data on a particular issue as well as relevant definitions and methodology, 
comparability and data issues, and information on sources. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, Bulgaria, China, Croatia, Cyprus, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Romania, Russian 
Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Main developments over the course 2015 were as follows: 

- The update of 50 existing Family Database indicators to include information from the latest available 
year, plus in several cases the addition or extension of time-series data 

- The development of 6 existing Family Database indicators to include information on 'at-risk' groups 
and a breakdown by socio-economic gradient.  

- The update of the ‘OECD Snapshots on family and child outcomes and policies’, an interactive excel 
tool that provides users with a summary overview of the situation on family and children policies and 
outcomes in each OECD country 

- The migration of 20 key Family Database indicators to OECD.Stat 

In addition, 2 new indicators were added to the “Child Well-being Module” (CWBM), a Family Database 
sub-module that provides age-specific information on child well-being. These indicators cover children in 
jobless households and in households with a long-term unemployed parent, and children's self-rated 
health, respectively. 
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Social and Welfare Statistics 

Income Distribution and Poverty 

Purpose 

Analysis of main trends in the distribution of incomes from 1980s, based upon an annual OECD Income 
Distribution Questionnaire. See www.oecd.org/social/inequality-and-poverty.htm >data. 

Objectives and outputs 

The OECD Directorate for Employment, Labour and Social Affairs (DELSA) and the Statistics Directorate 
(STD) started a new wave of data requests with our member countries. Starting in 2012, a basic set of 
indicators will be updated on an annual basis in view of monitoring the impact of the business cycle on 
income disparities and economic hardship.  

For the annual update, the questionnaire contains three tables providing indicators on: i) aggregate 
income levels and inequalities; ii) income components by deciles; iii) income and poverty situation by 
household types. It also includes a metadata questionnaire. Since 2012, maintenance work and 
adjustments were carried out on the database. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

In May 2015, our report "In It Together: Why Less Inequality Benefits All" has been released describing 
the most recent inequality trends throughout the crisis. At the same time, the 2015 data update has 
been released. The annual data update will be carried out in 2016 based on series of the questionnaire. 

Based on these data, we also released the OECD "Compare Your Income'' web tool.  

See www.oecd.org/social/inequality-and-poverty.htm >data. 
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Social and Welfare Statistics 

Indicators for Measuring Well-Being 

Purpose 

To maintain and enhance a framework of indicators for measuring well-being that feed both into the 
Better Life Index and the "How's Life?" publication. 

Objectives and outputs 

Establish well-being indicators database, improve and enhance the BLI, and continue work towards the 
publication of "How's Life?". 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, Russian Federation  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

In 2015 the main objective will be updated the Better Life Index, prepare the release of the third edition 
of "How’s Life?", as well as specific projects to implement the "How’s Life" statistical agenda. 
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Social and Welfare Statistics 

Mental Health, Disability and Work 

Purpose 

In the late 2000s, the OECD Review “Sickness, Disability and Work: Breaking the Barriers” concluded 
that policy has changed very much in many countries but not enough in most cases; by and large 
policies remain too passive in nature. The review identified two big questions to be addressed more 
fervently: First, why so many people take leave of absence or apply for a disability benefit on the 
grounds of mental illness; and secondly, how people with mental health conditions could be better 
integrated into the labour market. The new OECD Review “Disability and Work: Challenges for Labour 
Market Inclusion of People with Mental Illness” aims to address these two questions, by drawing lessons 
from policies and outcomes in ten member countries (Australia, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, United States). See 
www.oecd.org/employment/emp/mental-health-and-work.htm. 

Objectives and outputs 

A data questionnaire was sent in 2011 to ten member countries (Australia, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, United States) participating in the new 
OECD Review “Disability and Work: Challenges for Labour Market Inclusion of People with Mental 
Illness”. It serves as a basis for the current phase of the project which looks in depth into the challenges 
and policies of selected OECD countries. In 2015 the country report for Austria and Australia were 
published as well as a Synthesis report. See www.oecd.org/employment/emp/mental-health-and-
work.htm. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Development of comparative indicators and analysis on the relationship between mental health 
conditions, work and benefit recipiency; based on data received from ten OECD countries.  

The reports and the indicators form the second phase of the project which aims to provide evidence-
based policy conclusions for the countries participating in the project. The new series of reports is 
looking at how the broader education, health, social and labour market policy challenges identified in 
Sick on the Job? Myths and Realities about Mental Health and Work (OECD, 2012) are being tackled in a 
number of OECD countries. Four country reviews were released in 2013 (Belgium, Denmark, Norway and 
Sweden), three in 2014 (Austria, Switzerland and the United Kingdom) and two reviews (Australia and 
Austria) as well as a Synthesis Report in 2015. This report summarizes the findings from the 
participating countries and makes the case for a stronger policy response. A High-level Policy Forum on 
Mental Health and Work was held in The Hague in March to discuss these findings 
(http://www.oecd.org/els/fit-mind-fit-job-9789264228283-en.htm). 
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Social and Welfare Statistics 

OECD Gender Data Portal 

Purpose 

The OECD Gender Data Portal includes selected indicators supporting the analysis of gender inequalities 
in education, employment and entrepreneurship; see www.oecd.org/gender/data 

Objectives and outputs 

The OECD Gender data portal, launched in December 2012, is updated on an annual basis. The statistics 
and indicators presented on the data portal are meant to assist the monitoring and analysis of gender 
inequalities in the key areas of education, employment and entrepreneurship.  

This activity is part of the ongoing OECD Gender Equality Initiative, which aims to strengthen gender 
equality in education, employment and entrepreneurship. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The OECD updates a rich set of indicators on education, employment and entrepreneurship by gender 
annually on the OECD Gender data portal. The update is made available every year on 8 March, the 
International Women's Day,. 
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Social and Welfare Statistics 

Pension Monitoring 

Purpose 

In order to ensure that pension reforms are both financially and socially sustainable, it is essential to 
monitor the outcomes of changes in pension system parameters and rules. The activity uses a 
microeconomic approach which is particularly suitable for international comparison of pension policies. 
Prospective individual benefit entitlements from mandatory pension arrangements are modelled for full-
career workers at different earnings levels. The framework uses the same economic assumptions for all 
countries and thereby abstracts from non-pension factors, which often distort international comparisons 
of pension systems. See http://oe.cd/pag 

Objectives and outputs 

To monitor pension systems and pension policies in OECD countries, to collect, up-date and analyse 
information on pension system rules and parameters and to model prospective pension entitlements for 
standard retirement, early retirement and interrupted careers. The output of this activity is published in 
regularly updated reports. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Ecuador, Hong Kong, India, 
Indonesia, Latvia, Lithuania, Malaysia, Malta, Peru, Romania, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, 
Singapore, Slovenia Former, South Africa, Thailand, Uruguay, Venezuela  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Development of new cohort modelling infrastructure for PAG 2015. Calculations for the EU Commission. 
Pension Adequacy Report. Several reports. OECD Pensions Outlook 2014. New OECD.Stat cube via 
http://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=PAG 
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Social and Welfare Statistics 

Social Benefit Recipients 

Purpose 

Detailed data on benefit recipiency in a comparative framework are needed to assess how effective 
social safety nets are at reaching their objectives.  

For instance, they show who benefits from social safety nets, and what share of a targeted population is 
actually covered. In a longitudinal perspective, these recipiency data help identify the role of safety nets 
across the economic cycle, and how recipients adjust to changes in programme rules. These questions 
are essential in the perspective of adapting social systems to future economic and demographic 
challenges. 

Currently, comprehensive data on benefit recipiency is not easily available, and is sometimes difficult to 
obtain at country level. Furthermore, very little information is usually provided on beneficiary 
characteristics, almost no information is available on programme entries and exits. 

The database should ideally cover income replacement benefits and their main supplements paid to the 
working age population. 

Objectives and outputs 

The main objectives for 2015 are the update of the database with 2011 and 2012 figures (validated by 
countries) and the dissemination of most important trends in benefit recipiency though a web site. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Bulgaria, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Romania  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

In 2014, the following activities are being done: 

a) SOCR database updated with 2011 and 2012 figures. 

b) SOCR webpage created including trends, reference series, methodological documentation and 
analytical work on social benefits recipients. The web page is hosted here: 
www.oecd.org/social/recipients.htm 

Data collection: 

No major changes are planned. 
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Social and Welfare Statistics 

Social Expenditure 

Purpose 

The database has been developed to monitor trends in aggregate social expenditure as well as changes 
in its composition. SOCX includes historical series from 1980 reliable and internationally comparable 
statistics on public and (mandatory and voluntary) private social expenditure at programme level 
classified under the major social policy areas. This version also includes estimates of net total social 
spending for 33 OECD countries. See www.oecd.org/social/expenditure.htm. 

Objectives and outputs 

SOCX provides a unique tool for monitoring trends in aggregate social expenditure and analysing 
changes in its composition. It covers 34 OECD countries for the period 1980-2011/12 and estimates for 
2012-2014. The main social policy areas are as follows: Old age, Survivors, Incapacity-related benefits, 
Health, Family, Active labour market programmes, Unemployment, Housing, and Other social policy 
areas. 

Social Expenditure Database: data collection (in co-operation with Eurostat for EU countries) and 
dissemination on the internet www.oecd.org/social/expenditure.htm of expenditure data, programme by 
programme, grouped in the main expenditure categories, since 1980. 

The OECD Social Expenditure Database (SOCX) is updated together with the publication of a brief on 
trends in social spending.  

The OECD Social Expenditure Database (SOCX) is available via the OECD statistical browser OECD.stat. 

http://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=SOCX_AGG 

http://dotstat.oecd.org/wbos/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=SOCX_DET 

SOCX covers 34 OECD countries for the period 1980-2011/12 and includes estimates on total public 
social spending for 2012-2014. 

The SOCX methodological guide can be found in the OECD Working Paper #124 "Is the European welfare 
state really more expensive? Indicators on social spending, 1980-2012 and a manual to the OECD Social 
Expenditure database (SOCX)" . 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Asia, Brazil, China, Colombia, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Russian Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The work on short term public social spending projections will be carried on regularly to better monitor 
trends in aggregate social expenditure as well as the inclusion of net social spending indicators into 
OECD.stat. 
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Social and Welfare Statistics 

Social Indicators 

Purpose 

Social indicators have been developed to provide the broad perspective needed for any international 
comparison and assessment of social trends, outcomes and policies. By linking social status and social 
response indicators across a broad range of policy areas, social indicators help to identify whether and 
how the broad thrust of social policies and societal actions are addressing key social policy issues. See 
http://www.oecd.org/social/societyataglance.htm 

Objectives and outputs 

Preparation of the 8th Edition in May/June 2016, with a special chapter on social policies for NEETs 
(Youths Not in Employment, Education not Training). 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Publication of the 8th edition in May/June 2016. 

Data collection: 

Data update every other year (data update in 2012). 
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Territorial Indicators 
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Territorial Indicators 

How's Life in Your Region? Measuring 
regional and local well-being for policy 

making 

Purpose 

Improve measures of well-being at the subnational level 

Objectives and outputs 

Update of the Regional Well-Being Database and its publication in OECD Stat Portal; 

Computation of Multidimensional living standards in regions. 
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Territorial Indicators 

Regional Statistics and Indicators 

Purpose 

To provide internationally comparable databases for the analysis of sub-national (regions and 
metropolitan areas) socio-economic statistics. Measures, data quality and comparability are discussed 
and approved by the OECD WPTI. 

Objectives and outputs 

The main objective is to provide internationally comparable databases for the analysis of relevant socio-
economic trends at the sub-national level.  

The Regional database includes basic statistics on six major topics (demography, economy, labour 
market, society, environment and innovation) covering around 2000 regions. The Metropolitan areas 
database covers almost 300 metropolitan areas across the OECD countries. 

Regional statistics and indicators are regularly published in "OECD Regions at a Glance" and in the 
"OECD Regional Outlook" series. 

The metropolitan areas database was built in 2012 and the methodological framework is described in ad-
hoc publication. We aim at including new indicators in annual time series, comprising estimation done by 
the Secretariat (2013). Its dissemination will be included in the above mentioned publications 

Disseminate the Regional Database through OECD.Stat and through the web tool OECD eXplorer, an 
interactive mapping tool designed to explore and visualize regional statistics. During 2014 a new dataset 
on regional well-being has been added, 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, Colombia, India, Russian Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The main objectives for the year 2014 are to: 

- develop a set of regional indicators of well-being at local and regional level ; 

- release a website where to visualise regional well-being statistics ; 

- increase the number of indicators available for the new Metropolitan Database (based on a functional 
economic definition of cities). 

Data collection: 

- Development of a set of indictors on well-being ; 

- Collection of business demography data at regional level ; 

- Data collection for the new Metropolitan Database. 
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Transport Statistics 
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Transport Statistics 

Annual Transport Statistics 

Purpose 

To provide annual transport information presenting disaggregated statistical data in the transport sector. 

Objectives and outputs 

Data are collected in a harmonised way to facilitate comparisons between modes of transport and 
between countries by means of the Common Questionnaire developed jointly between three 
international organisations: Eurostat, ITF and UNECE.  

Data cover topics such as infrastructure, rolling stock, investment, transport, traffic and energy 
consumption for different inland transport modes. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Georgia, Latvia, 
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Macedonia, Malta, Moldova, Republic of Montenegro, Republic of Serbia, 
Romania, Russian Federation, Ukraine  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

ITF is developing a corporate database to integrate the information collected by means of the Common 
Questionnaire. According to new reorganisation the ITF corporate database will be transferred into OECD 
StatWorks during 2016. The data will therefore be available in OECD DotStat. 
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Transport Statistics 

International Database of Taxes and 
Charges for Road Freight Transport 

Purpose 

To provide indicators for efficiency and impact on competition of taxes and charges for transport in order 
to allow international comparisons. 

Objectives and outputs 

The report provides a framework for international comparisons and discusses the economic principles for 
efficient systems of taxation. It provides a basis for addressing the questions "what is the right level for 
transport taxes" and "what kinds of charges should be used". 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Georgia, Latvia, 
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Macedonia, Malta, Moldova, Republic of Serbia, Romania, Russian Federation, 
Ukraine  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

No major changes. 

Data is updated every 5 years only 
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Transport Statistics 

Investment in Transport Infrastructure 

Purpose 

To provide an annual update of statistical information on transport infrastructure investment, for all ITF 
countries, on total gross investment and maintenance expenditure in current national prices. 

Objectives and outputs 

After processing the data, quality checks are carried out to select reliable time series to be made 
available on the web site along with a short analysis of trends. Data is converted into current Euros and 
in constant prices. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Georgia, India, Latvia, 
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Macedonia, Malta, Moldova, Republic of Montenegro, Republic of Serbia, 
Romania, Russian Federation, Ukraine  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Data quality was improved by using more appropriated deflators when available. 

A Task Force has been launch in 2012 to provide recommendations to improve data quality. 

Data collections are now integrating decisions of the Task Force. 
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Transport Statistics 

Quarterly Transport Statistics 

Purpose 

To provide harmonised information on selected basic quarterly indicators in order to compare the latest 
inland transport trends between countries. 

Objectives and outputs 

To publish results every three months on the ITF web site, on a country by country basis with 4-5 
months lag maximum (data for the first quarter is collected in June and published in July). Available 
series cover good transport in T-km, passenger transport in P-Km, road traffic in V-Km, brand new 
vehicles registration, car fuel consumption, road fatalities, imports and exports at current prices and 
industrial production. 

Country by country data tables are available, as well as graphs showing trends for both individual 
countries and selected groups of countries. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Georgia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Macedonia, Malta, Moldova, Republic of Montenegro, Republic of Serbia, Romania, Russian 
Federation, Ukraine  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Starting mid-2009, an analytical report based on seasonally adjusted data is published each quarter on 
the ITF WEB site.  

Information on air and maritime transport are integrated in the analysis to provide a global view on the 
transport activity. 

An annual leaflet "key " based on data for the 4 quarters is published each year in May for the ITF 
annual Summit in Leipzig. 
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Transport Statistics 

Trends in the Transport Sector 

Purpose 

To provide a first analysis of both passenger and freight transport trends, as well as road accident 
trends. A short list of selected indicators is collected for that purpose. 

Objectives and outputs 

To publish an analysis of the transport situation in different geographical regions. The publication”Trends 
in the Transport Sector” also gives the latest statistics on the situation of the transport market in ITF 
countries and presents charts which help to show what changes have occurred since 1970. Because it is 
published earlier than any other comparable study, this report provides first-hand figures about 
passenger and freight transport as well as road accidents. Since 2008 the publication also includes 
information on investment and maintenance expenses in transport infrastructures. Since 2013, data 
tables and analysis are published in the ITF Transport Outlook. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Georgia, India, Latvia, 
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Macedonia, Malta, Moldova, Republic of Montenegro, Republic of Serbia, 
Romania, Russian Federation, Ukraine  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

A redesign of the publication is under review and should be in place for the 2016 edition. It will provide 
historic tables for selected transport indicators as well as country tables showing the latest data for most 
variables with composed indicators. 
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Other Activities 
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Other Activities 

Business Registers 

Purpose 

To contribute to reinforce statistical systems and improve globalisation analysis through the upstream 
design of better integrated business registers and links to administrative sources. 

Objectives and outputs 

Provide a forum for discussion to further improve and harmonise the design and concrete 
implementation of statistical business registers. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Albania, Armenia, Brazil, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Egypt, G20, Georgia, India, 
Indonesia, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Moldova, Mongolia, Morocco, Republic of Montenegro, Russian 
Federation, South Africa, Ukraine  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

- The UN International Guidelines on Business Registers were published in 2015. This was the result of 
the work of a Task Force created by the UN Conference of European Statisticians.  

- The meeting of the Joint Eurostat-OECD-UNECE Expert Group on Statistical Business Registers (SBR) 
took place in Brussels on 21-24 September 2015. A key topic discussed was the integration of SBR with 
other data sources; the main outcome was to advance reflections and sharing of information on linking 
of the statistical business register with other data, including administrative data on individuals and trade 
statistics. 
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Other Activities 

Co-ordinate (Web) Graphics Project 

Purpose 

Co-ordinate activities on graphs and tables throughout the OECD (OECD.Graph, OECD.Table, Data Portal 
charts, generic SVG engine, ActiveCharts, PubStat, Cartes&Données, eXplorer, ...) 

Review features, tools and workflows for (web) graphics at the OECD. Implement common chart 
graphique (common OECD look and feel). 

Objectives and outputs 

Minimizing overhead, harmonization, streamline charts and tables production processes for publications, 
documents and the web. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Improved OECD-wide co-ordination 

New generic SVG engine 
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Other Activities 

Delta Programme - Make Data Accessible 
and Open (Data Portal project and Open 

Data project) technical architecture, build 
and maintenance 

Purpose 

DKI provides the IT solutions supporting the various processes involved in making data accessible and 
open: 

- DKI is responsible of designing the technical architecture of the solutions – making sure they integrate 
well into the broader OECD information system and respect IT standards and security rules. 

- DKI is responsible for building the solutions, e.g. for the development and integration of applications, 
and their documentation, meeting the agreed business requirements and in accordance with IT 
development best practices. 

- DKI is responsible for the maintenance of the solutions: both in terms of application 
curative/adaptive/evolutive maintenance and in terms of technical hosting (e.g., management of the 
underlying infrastructure – servers, backup, bandwidth, security, etc., ensuring the target service 
objectives in terms of availability and performance are met). 

Objectives and outputs 

DKI work to make data accessible:  

• Build the solutions for external audiences according to agreed business requirements pertaining to 
user interface, graphics and integration with existing systems such as OECD website and Kappa. 

• Build the solutions for internal audiences according to agreed business requirements, especially in 
terms of back office processing of the content and data. 

• Design the technical architecture for the various solutions, based on a broad consultation and under 
the control of the Programme governance. 

• Maintain the solutions, in terms application maintenance as well as application hosting. 

DKI work to make data open: 

• Build the solutions for external audiences according to agreed business requirements, especially 
pertaining to open data web services (APIs), various interfaces for developers and reporting 
mechanisms. 

• Build the solutions for internal audiences according to agreed business requirements, especially 
pertaining to the automation, when possible, of data curation processes to make them “open-ready”. 

• Design the technical architecture for the various solutions, based on a broad consultation and under 
the control of the Programme governance. 

• Maintain the solutions, in terms application maintenance as well as application hosting. 
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Concretely the following was delivered: 

- “Streamlined” data extraction 

- Cache mechanism 

- Full unit implementation 

- Concatenation of labels 

- Simple workflow “Open ready” 

- KPI generation 

- Performance monitoring 

- Enhanced API “Data Portal” 

- API documentation 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

In 2016 there will be ongoing maintenance as well as the following new and/or enhancements: 

1. A Workflow Management that provides greater control over how and when data is published to the 
public domain. 

2. Improved visibility of information on my dataset including: how's it's being used; change history; 
publishing flags i.e. open ready, public, private etc... 

3. Distributed infrastructure for scalability and improved availability. 
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Other Activities 

Enable Big Data 

Purpose 

Capacity building on big data technologies, enables implementation of big data. 

Objectives and outputs 

Capacity building on big data technologies, enables implementation of big data. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Capacity building on technologies. Identification of use cases. 
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Other Activities 

Financing SMEs and entrepreneurs: An 
OECD Scoreboard 

Purpose 

Data on 15 core indicators on SME financing is being collected on a yearly basis, as well as information 
on government support designed to ease access to finance for SMES and entrepreneurs. Taken together, 
this information allows to assess the financing needs of SMEs and entrepreneurs and gauge whether 
they are being met. 

Objectives and outputs 

It is an annual publication. The 2015 edition was launched in April 2015, and the 2016 edition, which will 
be released early 2016, is close to final. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina  
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Other Activities 

Implementation of the OECD Quality 
Framework 

Purpose 

To enhance the quality of OECD statistics, to provide a systematic mechanism for ongoing identification 
and resolution of quality problems, to increase the transparency of the processes used by the OECD to 
assure quality, to reinforce the political role of the OECD in the context of an information society. 

Objectives and outputs 

The framework focuses on improving the quality of data collected, compiled and disseminated by the 
OECD through an improvement of the Organisation’s processes and management, though there will be a 
positive spill over effect on the quality of data compiled at national level. The framework is composed of 
four elements: a definition of quality and its dimensions; a procedure for assuring the quality of 
proposed new statistical activities; a procedure for evaluating the quality of existing statistical activities 
on a regular basis; and internal quality guidelines covering all phases of the statistical production 
process. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Implementation of the recommendations of the audit undertaken by the Internal Audit and Evaluation 
Directorate. 
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Other Activities 

Maintain and support A&S software 

Purpose 

Maintain and support analytical software 

Objectives and outputs 

Maintain and support analytical software 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

ECO data system migration support (Fame, Troll --> Prognoz, Eviews, OECD.Stat, MatLab) 

TAD migration support (Troll, Excel, SAS/OR --> Gams, Prognoz) 

Promotion of R and WPS to replace SAS 

Capacity building for “big data” -> e.g. R solution in the cloud 
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Other Activities 

OECD Factbook 

Purpose 

To meet the needs of a wide range of users for a one-stop resource containing broadly based, 
comparative, country-based, economic, social and environmental data. To help users in assessing the 
position of a single country taking into account multiple dimensions and promoting the importance of 
policy coherence. 

Objectives and outputs 

The objective of the activity is to bring together data concerning various economic, social and 
environmental phenomena and highlight measurement issues, underlining areas where the comparability 
of statistics across countries is weak and describing initiatives undertaken to overcome these problems. 

The Factbook is published both on paper and on Internet. The electronic version is made available for 
free and contains longer time series and more detailed metadata. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Russian Federation, South Africa  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The 2016 Factbook will be published in the first quarter of 2016. 
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Other Activities 

OECD Global Relations 

Purpose 

1. Coordinate reviews of the statistical system and statistics of accession countries in order to assist 
Council in taking an informed decision on whether to invite these countries to accede to the OECD 
Convention and become a Member. Consolidate information on the legal and Institutional framework for 
statistics, collect and review data and metadata in order to support the examination of economic and 
other policies by the OECD Committees.  

2. Improve and expand the statistical co-operation with the five Key Partner countries (Brazil, India, 
Indonesia, China and South Africa). Conduct light assessment reviews of data and metadata based on a 
standard set of basic OECD statistical requirements and encourage and assist KP countries to bring their 
statistics in line with coverage, quality and comparability of OECD member statistics. Coordinate data 
and metadata collection for KP countries with other OECD Directorates.  

3. Coordinate the development of statistics for other Partner countries or other non-members of 
relevance for the organisation. 

Objectives and outputs 

This activity is to support the Committee on Statistics and Statistical Policy in its evaluation of the 
statistical system and statistics of accession countries selected for possible membership in the OECD. To 
help integrate data for the candidate countries and enhanced engagement countries in the 
Organisation’s reporting and information systems.  

The Global Relations Activity will also facilitate exchanges with the “Key Partner” (KP) countries in order 
to improve our understanding of their statistical legal and institutional framework for statistics and their 
statistical programmes, develop specific statistical relationships with each of the KP countries, and co-
ordinate the development of working level statistical projects involving KP countries and OECD Members. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

Argentina, Brazil, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, G20, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Peru, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Ukraine  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Co-ordination of the development of statistics for all Partners countries or regions (e.g. LAC, MENA...), 
continue to promote enhanced statistical co-operation with Key Partners, accession countries, pre-
accession countries and with Argentina and Saudi Arabia as members of the G20. 
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Other Activities 

Publishing from the Statistical Information 
System 

Purpose 

To provide a publishing environment for the production of statistical publications and create new 
statistical dissemination services in the framework of the OECD Statistical Information System and the 
Senior Communications Board. 

The services include publishing complete databases, ready-made tables and data portal indicators with 
dynamic graphs. The publishing environment comprises a publishing tool and a formatting engine where 
the data are extracted from OECD.Stat and formatted into tables for multiple outputs such as paper, 
PDF, Excel, HTML and JSON to feed into Active Charts.  

This also includes tools for managing the content and disseminating on the corporate data portal 
(data.oecd.org). The environment improves the efficiency of the publishing process, quality of online and 
print publications, as well as consistency and coherence from accessible core indicator content through 
to specialist databases and related publications. 

Objectives and outputs 

Make OECD statistics more findable, understandable and usable. Increase dissemination and impact of 
OECD statistics. Create new services to disseminate statistics from the central data warehouse. Improve 
the discovery of high level indicators and complete databases.  

Publish new databases both online and offline using a centralised process from the central data base, 
OECD.Stat. Produce publications through the publishing process from databases available in OECD.Stat. 
Continue to develop new procedures to take into account specificities of these new publications. Load 
IEA datasets into OECD.Stat for dissemination on iLibrary and OLIS. Quality assures datasets for open-
readiness. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

In 2016, PAC will continue to extend the indicator coverage of the data portal, "data.oecd.org". As part 
of making data open, PAC statistical editors will advise directorates on open-readiness standards and 
quality assure datasets. 

Regarding statistical publications, the publishing environment will be used to produce over 17 000 
tables, including new online statistical table collection publications and updates to existing publications. 
Statistical publication tables will be published online, Excel, PDF and print on demand.  

In 2016, PAC will continue to extend the archive dataset premium service and develop new value added 
data services. 



177 
 

Other Activities 

Statistical Business Process Analysis 

Purpose 

Together with substantive directorates, progressively technically analyse and review the current 
business processes and propose technical or procedural improvements as required. 

Objectives and outputs 

Analyse and review the current business process and propose technical or procedural improvements as 
required in at least 2 areas in substantive directorates. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Ongoing activity 
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Other Activities 

Statistical Data & Metadata Exchange 
(SDMX) 

Purpose 

SDMX is an international standard for statistical data and metadata exchange and has been established 
by a consortium including the OECD and a number of other International Organisations (BIS, ECB, 
Eurostat, IMF, UNSD and the World Bank). The OECD is a member of the SDMX sponsor group and 
encourages the overall goals of SDMX to facilitate data exchange between organisations and reduce the 
burden for both data providers (National Statistical Agencies) and data collectors (International 
Organisations). 

Objectives and outputs 

Promotion of SDMX as a data exchange standard within STD and other OECD directorates and various 
statistical counterparties. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

China, Colombia, India, Russian Federation  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Increase the number of countries engaged in SDMX and transfers an increasing volume of data via 
SDMX with national and international data partners. 

Co-organise the global SDMX experts meeting. 

Take part in the work of the SDMX working groups and governance bodies. 
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Other Activities 

Streamline Data Collection processes 

Purpose 

To provide generic and efficient solutions for the collection of OECD statistical data and metadata 
through appropriate means. The solutions should well integrate with the other OECD corporate statistical 
systems such as the StatWorks/MetaStore. 

Objectives and outputs 

To provide generic and efficient solutions for the collection of OECD statistical data and metadata 
through appropriate means. The solutions should well integrate with the other OECD corporate statistical 
systems such as the StatWorks/MetaStore. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Finetune business case, analyse needs and expected benefits, review existing solutions on market and in 
other organisations, if possible propose approach for implementation in 2015. 
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Other Activities 

Streamline Data Dissemination processes 
(OECD.Stat) 

Purpose 

OECD.Stat is the central repository ("warehouse") where validated statistics and related metadata are 
stored. It provides the sole and coherent source of statistical data and related metadata for the 
organisations statistical data sharing, publication and electronic dissemination processes. 

Objectives and outputs 

Premium Services delivered:  

- CSV API 

- Export “CSV” scheduler 

.Stat specific workstream delivered: 

- New Search feature 

- New Microdata design 

- Export Microdata “CSV” 

- Entry Gate queue page 

- Entry Gate performance tuning 

- Extensive code refactoring 

- SQL Performance tuning 

- Automated functional testing 

- SDMX-RI integration “Mapping” 

- Attributes “SDMX DSDs” 

- New chart design  

- Web components “PoC” 

- Enhanced Generate all data “CSV” 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The packages to be delivered in 2016 include the following: 
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SDMX including: Completion of Attributes at attachment level; 2.1 compatible Web Services; Global 
Registry API; Import of SDMX through the Entry Gate. 

A library of CSPA compliant Reusable Web Components (‘framework for reusable web components’) that 
can be used to mash-up into tailored data portals and/or browsers, i.e. .STAT. 

A Data Lifecycle Management tool (DPIv2) that combines all data publishing activities (incl. data 
imports, theme management, Entry Gate activity, and related files) into one simple easy to use 
interface. 

A Workflow Management that provides greater control over how and when data is published to the public 
domain. 

Reusable data visualisations that can be embedded into blogs, web pages, or used in publications. 
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Other Activities 

Streamline Data Production processes 

Purpose 

To provide a generic software toolkit for the management of OECD statistical production data and 
metadata. The StatWorks and MetaStore software provide a common, SQL-based repository for 
statistical data and metadata, and a set of tools for their management. The applications are improved to 
be better integrated with each other and with other OECD corporate systems such as the OECD.Stat 
data warehouse. 

Objectives and outputs 

The main objective of the StatWorks/MetaStore developments is to modernise the software platforms for 
the management of OECD statistics in replacing multiple, non-standard systems with a single, generic 
application. The applications manage the following statistical production processes: initial data and 
metadata migration, database administration, security management, data and metadata collection, their 
importing and validation, calculations, their querying and data export. 

During 2004 the StatWorks software was implemented as a production application. The software is now 
used to manage 49 different databases containing 224 datasets across all substantive directorates. 

Originally developed by STD, the MetaStore software is being maintained and enhanced since 
2008/2009 by ITN. It is used to manage metadata for 150 datasets across all substantive directorates. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Development activities will concentrate on finalise GUI redesign, enhancing SDMX imports, and 
metadata imports from Excel questionnaires. Should have's: growth rate in data grid, basic data 
validation module, versioning. 
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Other Activities 

Streamline Data Web Dissemination 
processes (Qualitative data) 

Purpose 

To provide a generic software toolkit for the management and implementation of OECD.Policies database 
applications. 

Objectives and outputs 

The main objective is to modernise the software platforms for the management of OECD.Policies 
database applications. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Development activities will concentrate on implementation of Policy Simulator, and a number of 
significant enhancements of QDD. 
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Other Activities 

Streamline Graphs & Tables Production 
processes 

Purpose 

OECD.Graph is an Excel add-in that allows authors to easily format Excel graphs according to the OECD 
Charte Graphique and to produce publication-ready graphic files that do not need further editing by PAC. 
This provides a significant efficiency gain in the production of graphs in printed publications. 

Further development work intent to even more increase efficiency in the publication workflow. 

Objectives and outputs 

Objectives of OECD.Graph are to enhance and make more efficient the graphics production process. It 
automates tasks such as formatting according to the OECD "charte graphique", production of StatLink 
files, and translation processes. 

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

Developments will concentrate on enhancements requested for new publications, a graphics catalog and 
more documentation will be created. Templates will also be created to enable the formatting according 
to the new "charte graphique" for the web. 
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Other Activities 

Wikiprogress 2015 

Purpose 

To create a centralized web community around the vision of measuring well-being by nurturing a place 
where progress data and research articles can be loaded, visualised and analysed . 

In 2015, Wikiprogress delivered the EC (FP7) funded Web-COSI project designed to improve people’s 
engagement with beyond GDP statistics. 

Objectives and outputs 

For the second year, Wikiprogress was part of the EC-funded project, Web-COSI, to engage a broader 
public in the development and use of 'Beyond GDP' statistics. 

Non-member countries involved in the activity: 

World  

Main Developments for 2015 

General aspects: 

The Wikiprogress site was completely updated in 2015, to improve its data-sharing functionality.  

A data visualization contest was run in 2015, with three winners invited to present their entries at the 
5th OECD World Forum in Guadalajara, Mexico. 
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