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ROUND TABLE ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

ANNOTATED AGENDA

09h30: How can the international community quickly make progress on the high seas-related fisheries target contained in the WSSD Plan of Implementation? And what is the role of enforcement on the high seas? 

Some issues for discussion:

· What are the main institutional barriers and challenges to swift action?

· Where are the legal loopholes? Despite many legal frameworks there are legal flaws in effective enforcement on the high seas (flag-state and port-state jurisdictional problems and the web of treaties). How can the legal arrangements for the high seas be made to work? Is the distinction between 'soft law' and 'hard law' in this area significant? Is the price for effective enforcement and surveillance on the high seas too steep? Or is political will the problem?
· Can markets help? Are the trade/market-based instruments in support of effective enforcement on the high seas (tracing fish from capture to consumers, eco-labels and the use of trade bans) effective? If not, why not?
· Can technology help? What are the technical barriers to effective enforcement on the high seas (ships in the sea, eyes in the sky)? How can they be overcome?
· How do Ministers see their role in making progress on the WSSD Plan of Implementation where it touches upon high seas fisheries issues?
· How can we make progress quickly? What mechanism could assist in generating momentum towards the WSSD target as it touches on the high-seas fishery in general and enforcement in particular?
14h00:
Luncheon

Please Note: At the Chair’s discretion, there will be a fifteen-minute break for coffee and tea during the morning session. A buffet luncheon will be served at the conclusion of the meeting. 
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