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economies increased markedly between 1995 and 2005, albeit from a low level. Publication of
scientific articles has also increased, but remains highly concentrated in a few countries,
with the OECD area overall accounting for over 81% of global production. Nevertheless,
scientific capabilities are growing strongly in some emerging economies (Figure 2).

Figure 2. Global shares of patenting and scientific publications in major OECD
regions and selected non-member economies
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The demand for human resources is accelerating
The growing knowledge intensity of many countries implies an increasing need for highly
skilled workers. OECD-area employment in human resources in science and technology
(HRST) occupations has grown faster than employment overall, often by a wide margin.
Foreign talent contributes significantly to the supply of HRST personnel in many OECD
countries, and the global market for the highly skilled is becoming more competitive as
employment opportunities in key supply countries, such as China and India, improve.
With many countries developing a range of initiatives to facilitate mobility, the internationalisation of the HRST labour market is likely to continue. At the same time, the growing
international competition for talent means that countries will increasingly need to strengthen
their own investment in human resources.

Trends in science, technology and innovation policies
S&T policies are evolving…
Policies for research and innovation are evolving, in response to broader reforms to boost
productivity and economic growth as well as to address national concerns (e.g. jobs, education,
health) and, increasingly, global challenges such as energy security and climate change.
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