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FRANCE 

Highlight of developments since the 4
th

 meeting of the WPMN 

 

Action at European level 

 Support by the French Presidency for the workshop held by DG SANCO in Brussels on 

2-3 October 2008 on productive dialogue on nanotechnology safety: this workshop brought 

together all stakeholders in the field. A status report was presented on European and international 

work, including that of the OECD. Some ten actions emerged from this discussion and have been 

placed on line. 

            (http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_risk/ev_20081002_en.htm) 

 

 At the initiative of the French Presidency, in 2009 the European Public Health Programme includes 

a joint action (EC/Member States) on nanomaterial safety. France will co-ordinate this action with 

the interested Member States. The studies, which will be prioritised, will take into account 

European and international work (ISO and OECD). 

Action at national level 

 Drafting of legislative provisions contained in Article 37 of the draft programme act concerning 

the implementation of the Grenelle Environmental Round Table (Grenelle I), introducing an 

obligation to report any nanomaterials released on the market; www.senat.fr. 

 Holding of a national public debate in 2009 on general options for developing and regulating 

nanotechnologies. 

 On 10 July 2008, the National Consumer Council (Conseil National du Consommateur) was 

mandated to create a working group to discuss the means of providing simple and understandable 

consumer information on nanotechnologies, their benefits and potential risks and the precautionary 

measures required. It should issue its opinion by the end of the first quarter of 2009. 

 The CNRS programme bringing together the Centres of Competence in Nanoscience and the 

CNRS Department of Human and Social Sciences (SHS) invited the scientific community to an 

interdisciplinary residential workshop on the legal regulation of nanosciences and 

nanotechnologies hosted by the Centre of Competence in Nanoscience of Île-de-France (C’Nano 

IdF). The workshop was held on 27-30 January 2009 and revolved around three broad themes in 

response to the proposals of the Grenelle Environmental Round Table and the recommendation 

adopted by the European Commission at the beginning of February 2008. 

 

           These three themes are as follows: 

1. Incorporating the risks involved in nanoparticles and nanomaterials 

2. Sources and techniques for setting standards in the field of nanosciences and nanotechnologies. 

3. Patents in the field of nanosciences and nanotechnologies. 

    REPORTS AND OPINIONS: 

 Opinion of the High Public Health Council (Haut Conseil de Santé Publique) of 9 January 2009 

on the safety of workers exposed to carbon nanotubes in which it recommends – pending a 

registration, evaluation and possible authorisation procedure and in line with the precautionary 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_risk/ev_20081002_en.htm
http://www.senat.fr/


principle – that the production of carbon nanotubes and their use in manufacturing intermediate 

products and consumer and health products be carried out under conditions of strict containment in 

order to protect workers from being exposed when these activities involve a risk of aerosolisation 

and/or dispersion. This recommendation also applies to research laboratories. The HCSP also made 

recommendations on the identification of potential exposure situations and nanosafety, along with 

recommendations on metrology research and risks. 

http://www.nanonorma.org/ressources/documentation-nanonorma/hcspa20090107-

ExpNanoCarbone.pdf 

 Report by the French Agency for Environmental and Occupational Health and Safety 
(Agence française de sécurité sanitaire de l’environnement et du travail, AFSSET) on 

nanomaterials and occupational safety published in July 2008. It shows the need to establish good 

production practices in order to protect workers from exposure to nanomaterials, the dangers of 

which are largely unknown. 

http://www.afsset.fr/upload/bibliotheque/308470480642484657342914409116/18_nanomateriaux_

avis_afsset.pdf 

 

   The Agency is currently exploring nanomaterials-related risks to the general population and in 

the environment. 

 Recommendations for assessing the toxicity of medicinal products containing nanoparticles 

have been finalised by the French Agency for the Safety of Health Products (Agence Française de 

Sécurité Sanitaire des produits de santé, AFSSAPS): 

http://afssaps.sante.fr/pdf/5/reco_eval_toxico_nano_particulaire.pdf   

 The issue of cosmetics is currently being investigated, since the AFSSAPS is hampered by the 

failure of manufacturers to provide information and by assessment difficulties due to the lack of 

suitable metrological and toxicological methods. 

      Report by the French Food Safety Agency (Agence française de sécurité sanitaire des Aliments, 

AFSSA) on “Nanomaterials manufactured in water” submitted in March 2008. 

(http://www.afssa.fr/Documents/EAUX-Ra-Nanoparticules.pdf) 

 

AFSSA highlights the need to implement a system for detecting and regulating the marketing of 

any product containing nanoparticles. In addition, given the still-fragmentary knowledge of what 

happens to free nanoparticles in porous environments, it also recommends measures to ban any use 

of nanoparticles that would involve direct injection into the water table. Furthermore, a number of 

avenues for research are suggested in order to supplement the information available. 

 

Work completed, underway or planned 

 

1. Any national regulatory developments on human health and environmental safety including 

recommendations or discussions related to adapting existing regulatory systems or the drafting 

of laws/regulations/guidance materials. 

 

    Bills introduced following the work of the Grenelle Environmental Round Table 

 

The regulation on chemical substances and preparations (REACH) does not cover substances 

produced in amounts of less than one tonne per year, nor the specific properties of nanoparticles, 

unless it has been shown that there is cause for special concern. 

 

http://www.nanonorma.org/ressources/documentation-nanonorma/hcspa20090107-ExpNanoCarbone.pdf
http://www.nanonorma.org/ressources/documentation-nanonorma/hcspa20090107-ExpNanoCarbone.pdf
http://www.afsset.fr/upload/bibliotheque/308470480642484657342914409116/18_nanomateriaux_avis_afsset.pdf
http://www.afsset.fr/upload/bibliotheque/308470480642484657342914409116/18_nanomateriaux_avis_afsset.pdf
http://afssaps.sante.fr/pdf/5/reco_eval_toxico_nano_particulaire.pdf
http://www.afssa.fr/Documents/EAUX-Ra-Nanoparticules.pdf
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Article 37 of the “Grenelle I” Act is aimed at improving surveillance of emerging environmental and 

health risks and the information and protection provided to workers and consumers. The obligation to 

report quantities and uses should ensure this improvement. 

 

Article 73 of a second bill providing for a national commitment on the environment (“Grenelle II”) is 

aimed at promoting better knowledge of the reality of the market for substances containing 

nanoparticles (manufactured nanomaterials). It confirms implementation of the reporting obligation 

regarding the identification, quantities and uses of substances containing nanoparticles, proposes to 

take measures at the national level and emphasises the responsibility of industrialists, manufacturers, 

importers and marketers in assessing the dangers and risks of substances, preparations and products. 

 

     Legislation protecting workers 

 

Through an instruction dated 18 February 2008, the General Directorate for Labour (Direction 

générale du travail) reminded its units throughout the country of the legislation governing the 

prevention of occupational risks arising from exposure to chemical substances containing 

nanometric-sized particles. 

 

Regarding the national legislation applicable to nanomaterials, it was emphasised that risk prevention 

in this field does not lie outside the scope of the regulations of the Labour Code, the provisions of 

which cover at the very least chemical risk prevention and possibly the special provisions applicable 

to CMR category 1 and 2 agents if the substance falls within their scope of application. 

 

2. Developments related to voluntary or stewardship schemes 

No Information 

3. Information on any risk assessment decisions 

 Survey 

In order to learn more about the exposure of researchers and workers to manufactured nanomaterials, 

the French Agency for Environmental and Occupational Health and Safety (AFSSET), in response to 

a request that it identify the risks that might affect researchers and workers, conducted a detailed 

survey of 41 research laboratories and 178 industrial establishments (219 questionnaires); 

39 questionnaires were returned, of which 13 from research laboratories and 26 from industrial 

establishments, for a response rate of approximately 16%. 

Given the number of responses, the findings of this survey provide an initial glimpse of the situation 

but cannot be used to draw conclusions or identify general trends. 

4. Information on any developments related to good practice 

No Information 

5. Research programmes or strategies designed to address human health and/or environmental 

safety aspects of nanomaterials 

 Organisation of research efforts through consultation with the bodies involved in each aspect of 

risk assessment (characterisation, metrology, experimental toxicology and epidemiology, and 

ecotoxicology). 



 At the National Research Agency (Agence Nationale de la Recherche): programmes devoted to 

Functional Materials and Innovative Procedures, and Chemicals for Sustainable Development, and 

identification of nanomaterial safety as a priority theme in the call for research proposals on 

“Contaminants, Ecosystems and Health”. 

 Incorporation of nanomaterials into the National Research and Innovation Strategy being 

developed by the Ministry of Research. 

 Participation in various research projects funded by the European Commission (see Database of 

Steering Group 1 http://webnet.oecd.org/NanoMaterials). 

 Implementation of a prospective cohort for the epidemiological monitoring of researchers and 

workers exposed to nanomaterials (see Database of Steering Group 1). 

 The National Institute for the Industrial Environment and Risks (Institut National de 

l’Environnement Industriel et des Risques, INERIS) is developing activities in the field of 

environmental exposure and metrology (participation in the EU’s Nanosafe 2 and a number of 

OECD working groups). 

6. Information on any public/stakeholder consultation 

 Nanoforum of the Conservatoire National des Arts et Métiers (CNAM) 

The forums continued during 2008 and the themes were broadened to include governance issues. Last 

October, a session was devoted to “nanoparticle risks and the protection of exposed workers”. 

The discussions were widely disseminated, in particular through the review Le Journal de 

l’Environnement (www.journaldelenvironnement.net). 

A consensus is emerging to change the Nanoforum’s format; rather than continuing a monographic 

approach by sector of activity, which might be too repetitive, methodological issues would now be 

explored using concrete examples. 

The case of “nano-silver” has been chosen as the theme for these cross-cutting discussions in the next 

three sessions: since it involves a number of industrial sectors (textiles, IT, medicine, cold chain, etc.), 

this material is a suitable basis for analysing situation-management methods. Three sessions are 

planned in 2009: 

- 2 April: What are the tools and indicators available that would be useful for conducting a 

benefit/risk analysis in the case of nano-silver? 

- 4 June: What must be done to meet the information needs of the various stakeholders concerned by 

the production and use of nano-silver? 

- 10 September: What governance arrangements are most appropriate for determining the rules for 

using nano-silver in specific situations? 

International Industrial Health Forum 

This event organised by the Ministry of Employment in Paris on 3-4 November 2008 constituted the 

high point of the French EU Presidency in the field of occupational health and safety. It brought 

together many French and European stakeholders involved in prevention policy, such as institutions, 

http://webnet.oecd.org/NanoMaterials
http://www.journaldelenvironnement.net/
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public and private bodies, social partners and businesses. One of the workshops was devoted to 

emerging risk management as illustrated by the case of manufactured nanoparticles. 

Additional information 

 IFCS 

 A full day was devoted to this issue at the most recent Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety 

(IFCS) held in Dakar in September 2008. The second International Conference on Chemicals 

Management (ICCM-2, the steering body of SAICM, the Strategic Approach to International 

Chemicals Management) this coming May will also address this topic. During the IFCS, France held a 

side event on the fundamental issues posed by nanotechnologies, beyond health and environmental 

risks. A document to stimulate thinking on this issue is available on the IFCS site: 

http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/f6_se_beyond.doc. 

 

http://www.who.int/ifcs/documents/forums/forum6/f6_se_beyond.doc

