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CZECH REPUBLIC 

Highlights of developments since the 4th meeting of the WPMN 

 A questionnaire study „Inventory of Workplaces with Nanomaterials in the Czech Republic: Public 

Health Aspects / Stages „2008“ and „2009 and onward“ 

 Publication of the brochure „Nanotechnologies in the Czech Republic 2008“ 

 Enhancing the awareness of public health authorities towards growing use of nanomaterials and 

the associated public health risks through education in seminars, local conferences, and short 

courses 

 Large number of research projects on nanomaterials and nanotechnologies has recently been 

funded in the Czech Republic, however, none of them addresses predominantly health, safety, and 

environmental aspects of NM.  

 An international conference EuroNanoForum will be held in Prague on June 2-5, 2009 

 

Work completed, underway or planned 

 

1. National Regulatory developments 

 

No developments 

 

2. Developments related to voluntary or stewardship schemes 

 

No developments 

 

3. Information on any risk assessment decisions 

 

No developments 

 

4. Information on any developments related to good practice documents 

 

No developments 

 

5. Research programmes or strategies designed to address human health and/or environmental 

safety aspects of nanomaterials 

 

A. Inventory of Workplaces with Nanomaterials in the Czech Republic: Public Health Aspects (2008) 

In June 2008, Chief Public Health Officer of the Czech Republic (Deputy Minister of Health) 

launched a questionnaire study aiming at identification of health risk of NM in the workplaces in the Czech 

Republic. The study was conducted jointly by the National Institute of Public Health and Regional Public 

Health Offices. The primary database of the workplaces to be addressed (both production enterprises and 

research institutions) was a list of organizations participating in the research projects funded by or through 

major national agencies (source of information: Nanotechnologies in the Czech Republic 2005). The 

questionnaire comprised of 7 sections: 1) Data about the enterprise/ institution; 2) Data about the 

manufactured/ studied/ used NM; 3) Data about the production or research activity;  4) Data about the 

potential exposure to NM; 5) Reported health effects; 6) Perception of the potential health risk on handling 

NM; 7) Occupational health services. The requested data was collected on site jointly by  the public health 

officer and a person responsible for the workplace (Safety Officer, Head of Laboratory, etc.). In total, 104 



filled in forms were collected and provided to National Institute of Public Health for evaluation. The Final 

Report (9 pg) was approved by the Chief Public Health Officer in November 2008.  

B. Nanotechnologies in the Czech Republic 2008 

In August 2008, the Czech Society for Novel Materials and Technologies (a non-governmental 

organization) compiled a brochure „Nanotechnologies in the Czech Republic 2008“. It provides structured 

information about a) all workplaces, both in production enterprises and research institutions, that 

participated in the research projects funded by or through major national agencies (b) all research projects 

currently running in the Czech Republic in the field of NM+NT. These projects cover e.g. fundamental 

research in physics and material engineering, industrial applications in various industries, biomedical 

applications for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes, environmental remediation, etc. However, only few of 

the projects were partially engaged in the health and safety aspects of using NM.  

C. Inventory of Workplaces with Nanomaterials in the Czech Republic: Public Health Aspects (2009 and 

onward)  

The National Institute of Public Health and Regional Public Health Offices set up to continue the 

project established in 2008, based on the updated database of workplaces and own investigational capacity. 

As in the 2008 stage of the project the key to the detection of a workplace was involvement in a research 

project, the majority of them were in the research institutions. Here we aim to collect more complete data 

on the production enterprises regardless of whether they are involved in research or not. The structure of 

the questionnaire will be identical to the previous one.    

6. Information on any public/stakeholder consultation 

 

No information 

 


