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SPAIN 

Highlight of developments since the 1st meeting of the WPMN 
 

• Spanish government is launching a National Consortium intended to adopt the REACH 
regulations. It includes a division devoted to EHS issues of Manufactured Nanomaterials (MN), 
and will observe the SCENIHR opinion on risk assessment methodologies for MN. 

• Strategic Action in Nanoscience and Nanotechnology will be renewed this year and is expected 
to increase the funding support for EHS issues related to MN. 

• Several existing Agencies, Networks, Platforms and Foundations based on Nanoscience and 
Nanotechnology have been identified. 

• Public awareness has increased. 

Work completed, underway or planned 
 

1. Any national regulatory developments on human health and environmental safety including 
recommendations or discussions related to adapting existing regulatory systems or the 
drafting of laws/ regulations/ guidance materials 

At present there is no regulation specifically addressing nanomaterials in Spain, and only the generic 
legislation framework is applicable. As a member of the EU and in order to accomplish the implementation 
of the coming up REACH regulation, Spain is at the first phase to establish an inter-ministerial national 
body (Ministries of Environment, Health, Industry, Agriculture and Science and Education), which will 
integrate research experts from institutes, universities, industry and authorities from the administration. 
Concerned with the knowledge gaps associated to the potential risks of MN, the consortium decided the 
creation of a division to coordinate the aspect related to any EHS issue of nanomaterials. The division will 
carefully follow the EU SCENIHR opinion about the appropriateness of existing risk assessment 
methodologies for nanomaterials, and is intended to be closely linked to Spanish research Agencies and 
Foundations such as those described below (5th heading). 

1. Developments related to voluntary or stewardship schemes 

At present there are no voluntary or stewardship schemes in Spain.  

2. Information on any risk assessment decisions 

At present, Spain has not conducted any specific risk assessments or taken any risk assessment 
decisions.  

3. Information on any developments related to good practice documents 

Documents related to good practice have not been developed yet in Spain. However, the Spanish 
Association for Standardization and Certification (AENOR), observing the Standard Code UNE 
166006:2006 EX (R&D+I management: Technological Watch System), has recently launched a 
commission for Nanotechnology. 

4. Research programmes or strategies designed to address human health and/ or environmental 
safety aspects of nanomaterials 



 2 

In terms of Government efforts in general nanotechnology, an initiative was the Strategic Action in 
Nanoscience and Nanotechnology (2004-07) under the umbrella of the R&D+I Agenda of the Ministry of 
Science and Education (MEC). Afterwards, Agencies and Foundations promoting interdisciplinary R&D+I 
activities, coorganizing important international meetings (Trends in Nanotechnology) and national 
workshops, and identifying research needs, have been established. For instance: 

a. PHANTOMS Foundation (www.phantomsnet.net/Foundation/index.php?project=1&intra=1), 
and excellence platform of nanotechnology funded by EU and MEC 

b. NANOSPAIN (www.nanospain.org/nanospain_English.htm) a network coordinating about 210 
national research groups and companies (1200 researchers), funded by MEC. 

c. M4NANO (www.m4nano.com/m4nanoc_m4/index.php) or “Modelling for Nanotechnology”, a 
WEB-based initiative leaded by Spanish Institutions including universities and the Phantoms 
Foundation. 

d. NANOMED Spain Platform (www.nanomedspain.net) an action to integrate researchers, 
industry, hospitals, and experts from the administration, devoted to the development of a 
common strategy in the field of nanomedicine, which includes a Toxicity and Regulation 
working party. 

Other individual inputs made by regional administrations have led to the foundation of the 
Nanotechnological Center of Aragon (Zaragoza), the Nanotechnological Platform in Oviedo, the 
NanoGalicia and Nanobiocal (Catalonia) Networks, or a section of Saretek (Vasque Country), among 
others. 

5. Information on any public/ stakeholder consultation 

No public or stakeholder consultations have been conducted yet. 

Additional Information 

There has been an increasing awareness in general public, in media and in the political bodies in 
Spain concerning nanotechnological products and processes in relation to potential environmental and 
health risks. In this field the Spanish authorities support and acknowledge the work and the strategic 
approach by the OECD. 

 


