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President Calderón, Secretary Ruiz Mateos, distinguished Secretaries, Senators and Deputies, Ladies and 

Gentlemen, 

 

I am speaking to you on behalf of Mr. Angel Gurria, our Secretary General who unfortunately cannot be 

here personally today, as he is due to sign the accession of Chile to the OECD with President Bachelet, but 

he will share some key messages through a video clip at the end of the conference.  

 

I am pleased to be here at the Forum on Regulatory Reform. This high-level event reflects the deep 

commitment of the Mexican Government to promote regulatory reform in key economic areas that are vital 

for the future growth of the country.  

 

The OECD acknowledges that regulation is a key asset for economic growth, which can facilitate 

investment, entrepreneurship and the creation of new jobs. Businesses know that unnecessary regulatory 

burdens divert the energy and talent of entrepreneurs away from strategic tasks. Regulation needs to be 

well designed to facilitate competition and market forces, thus increasing productivity and lowering prices. 

Regulation is also very important to foster transparency in the policy debate, facilitating thorough 

consultation with stakeholders, taking account of the needs of businesses and citizens. Assessing the 

impact of new regulations also helps to achieve policy goals at a lower economic cost. This is even more 

important as countries are now searching for strategies to exit from the crisis, with the need for all 

governments to proceed with important reforms that will pave the way towards long term economic 

recovery. 

 

Regulatory reform is on the top of the policy agenda in most countries. The United States were the first to 

acknowledge the importance of regulatory reform in the early 1970s. European countries followed from the 

1980s onwards. The OECD has now been engaged in the field over 15 years and the attention given by the 

member countries to this issue has been constantly growing. 26 countries now have explicit ministerial 

responsibility for regulatory reform. The best example is probably Australia, which has adopted an 

aggressive deregulation programme, in the 1990s, reviewing laws and regulations both at the federal and 

state level, and eliminating those with a potential to reduce competition. Its economy is now one of the few 

to have successfully weathered the crisis. The importance of regulatory reform is also acknowledged by 

other international organisations such as the World Bank and the World Economic Forum. In this respect 

the OECD would like to commend the effort of the Secretary for Economy Mr. Ruiz Mateos and the 

Under-Secretary for Competitiveness Mr. Felipe Duarte in delivering on these important priorities of the 

economic agenda for Mexico designed by President Felipe Calderon.  

 

OECD is serving its 30 Members, soon 31 with Chile, as a place where countries come to inform 

themselves about regulatory policy trends and actions. OECD is a forum for governments to compare and 

benchmark their best practices, and it helps to Make Reform Happen through sharing of experience and 

knowledge. Therefore, we are delighted with our co-operation with Mexico to improve its competitiveness, 

which was initiated in 2008 and has brought very concrete results such as the "Tu Empresa" Portal which 

serves as a one-stop shop for business start-ups. We are also engaged in cooperation with a number of 

States and supporting them in improving their regulatory frameworks. The challenge is to help to move 

forward with reform, showing the benefits of reforms and overcoming opposition.  

 



We look forward to pursuing this collaboration in the future, assisting the Mexican government with its 

ambitious programme of regulatory reform, which represents an opportunity to transform its economy with 

world class standards, making it a model for Latin America.  

We not only cooperate in regulation and competition, but also in education. The quality of education is key 

to reaching better economic and social results in Mexico. 

 

The task of creating a better regulatory environment conducive to economic growth will require the 

collaboration of many actors and stakeholders, as well as line Ministries. We are delighted to see the wide 

and impressive engagement in this conference, including several members of the Cabinet.  

 

I look forward to very stimulating discussions during this conference which is one of the outcomes of our 

co-operation. I am happy to see that the OECD will actively participate in several sessions. My colleague 

Josef Konvitz, will discuss the role of quality regulation in facilitating business start-ups; Stéphane 

Jacobzone will present the role of regulation to give an impulse to infrastructure investment. Tomorrow, 

Daniel Trnka will address the challenges of simplifying the tax administration and Joe Phillips will 

underline the critical role of competition reforms to foster market forces.  

 

Mr. President, once again, I would like to thank you for the opportunity to be here in Mexico City and I 

would like to wish you all a fruitful discussion during the following two days and a very useful conference. 


