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Overview of the “Effective Governance” theme at the 7th World Water Forum 

The Thematic Process of the 7th World Water Forum (12-17 April 2015, Korea) covered 16 topics, for which 
concrete tools, actions and feasible solutions were identified to fit for current and future water challenges. 
The OECD Water Governance Initiative (WGI), in partnership with the Water Youth Network, the FAO and 
the Asan Institute for Policy Studies, was mandated by the Forum International Secretariat to co-ordinate 
the Design Group on “Effective Governance”. 

A broad call for contribution, launched in the summer of 2014, gathered 200+ water-related stakeholders 
willing to support the six governance topics to be addressed during dedicated sessions at the Forum. 

Governance topics at the 7
th

 World Water Forum 

 

OECD’s Principles on Water Governance: from Vision to Action 

 

Stakeholder Engagement in the Water Sector: How to Get There?  

 

Strengthening the performance and governance  of water supply and 
sanitation services 

 

Strengthening basin governance for efficient water resources 
management at the relevant scale  

 

 

Counting what counts: Getting indicators right for better water 
governance  

 

 

Integrity and Transparency for successful water policies : Challenges 
and Progress 

To draw up suitable and synergetic actions, the “Effective Governance” Design Group linked with 
governance-related sessions in other processes of the 7th World Water Forum, namely the Regional 
Process (in the Mediterranean and the Americas), the Political Process (at the Local and Regional 
authorities’ conference) and the Citizen Forum (for the Youth process).  

These intricate and joint efforts contributed to develop a concrete and integrated Implementation 
Roadmap on Effective Governance discussed during the concluding session “Effective Governance: 
Implementation Roadmap & Ways forward”. The Implementation Roadmap feeds into an online Action 
Monitoring System to monitor progress up to the 8th World Water Forum (Brasilia, 2018).  

At the 6th World Water Forum (12-17 March 2012, Marseille), the OECD-led group on “Good Governance” 
developed six “Good Governance Targets”. A taskforce gathered a community of practice of 300+ 
stakeholders, and concluded with the need for a clear set of policy orientations that can guide public 
action in support of better governance in the water sector. The Taskforce committed to follow-up on the 
implementation of the six targets, and the OECD Water Governance Initiative (WGI) was created on 27-28 
March 2013 as a multi-stakeholder platform that would gather regularly to carry out this endeavour. Since 
then, the WGI has contributed to ensure continuity on governance discussions between the two World 
Water Fora and collective action to scale up governance responses to water challenges.   

 

 
Target 1 

By 2015, 50% of countries will have adopted consultation, participation and co-ordination 

mechanism allowing stakeholders at local, regional, national and international levels to 

effectively contribute to decision-making in a coherent, holistic and integrated way. By 

2021, 100% will have done so. 

 
Target 2 

By 2015, 50% countries will have strengthened regulatory frameworks and adopted 

performance indicators (service delivery) to monitor and evaluate water policies; and all 

countries will have put in place capacity-building processes at national and local level to 

foster good governance in service delivery. By 2018, all countries will have done so. 

 Target 3 

By 2021, increase by 30% the number of river basin management plans (analysis of initial 

status and main issues). 

 Target 4 

By 2015, increase the number of countries with water security diagnoses and governance 

tools, based on existing (local, national, international) regulatory and legislative 

frameworks and IWRM mechanisms. 

 
Target 5 

By 2018, 30 countries will have committed to promote integrity in the water sector, 

diagnose/map existing or potential corruption risks, and ensure that anti-corruption policies 

are well implemented and effective. 

 
Target 6 

By 2018, 30 countries will be implementing: transparent water budget processes, including 

information about water infrastructure investment planning and implementation (financial, 

technical, and socioeconomic impacts); and methods and tools for improving transparency 

and accountability within the water sector. 
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http://www.oecd.org/gov/regional-policy/water-governance-initiative.htm
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Key Messages and Outcomes of the Governance Sessions 

OECD Principles on Water Governance: from Vision to Action 
Link to the list of speakers and session description 

The OECD Secretary General Angel Gurria gave a keynote on OECD Principles on Water Governance, 
followed by a high-level panel moderated by Peter Glas, Chairman of the Water Governance Initiative. 

Panellists underlined that there is not a single global solution to water challenges, but a need for tailored-
made governance responses. Technical solutions and innovation are useful but must be combined with 
social, political and financial dimensions that take all stakeholders into account, including business and 
local actors, to share experience and learn from best practice. They concurred that water challenges span 
over long periods of time and therefore require long-term thinking and compromises. It was also argued 
that water governance frameworks should be “in touch” with the realities of today’s society. The OECD 
Principles were welcomed as a stepping stone and a useful framework that can act as a compass for 
decision makers and practitioners to “navigate the waters” of policy design and implementation. 

  

After the panel discussion, Peter Glas, Chair of the OECD Water Governance Initiative, handed the Daegu 
Declaration on the OECD Principles on Water Governance to the OECD Secretary General. It gathers 65 
signatures from public, private and non-profit organisations, major groups and individuals who welcomed 
the OECD Principles on Water Governance, committed to mainstream them into their activities and to 
work further with the OECD to develop related indicators. 

Participants also took part in lively roundtable discussions, chaired by Luiz de Mello, OECD Deputy-Director 
of Public Governance and Territorial Development, focusing on each of the 12 Principles to formulate 
concrete commitments that can help support on-the-ground Implementation. 

The breakout roundtables discussed the importance of better 
multi-level co-ordination across governments, in particular for 
peer-learning and experience sharing. They debated the 
importance of combining legal frameworks with independent 
regulatory authorities at all levels of government, and the 
need to match the ambitions of stakeholder engagement (i.e. 
objectives, outcomes) with the required human and financial 
resources. Participants also noted that making the governance-
financing nexus work requires looking beyond the water sector 
(e.g. energy, agriculture, spatial planning, environment etc.) as 
well as to explore innovative business and financing models. 
Monitoring water governance was deemed critical to 
strengthen accountability, but more resources and easily-
comparable information are needed for useful water 
governance indicators that can guide public action.   

OECD Principles on Water Governance

http://eng.worldwaterforum7.org/program/program.asp?program_seq=337
http://www.oecd.org/about/secretary-general/oecd-principles-on-water-governance-from-vision-to-action.htm
http://www.oecd.org/gov/regional-policy/principles-on-water-governance-from-vision-to-action.htm
http://www.oecd.org/regional/regional-policy/world-water-forum-7.htm
http://www.oecd.org/regional/regional-policy/world-water-forum-7.htm
http://www.oecd.org/gov/regional-policy/principles-on-water-governance-from-vision-to-action.htm
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Stakeholder Engagement in the Water Sector: How to Get There? 
Link to the list of speakers and session description 

The session started with the launch of the OECD report “Stakeholder 
Engagement for Inclusive Water Governance”, which is a direct follow-
up to the commitment taken at the 6th World Water Forum to produce 
empirical evidence. The report argues that water policies, however well-
intentioned, need stakeholder engagement to fit with local realities and 
to be implemented in practice. Decision makers are forced to make 
tough choices on how to manage water for inclusive growth.  

A panel discussion presented experiences and lessons learnt in 
supporting and taking part in stakeholder engagement processes on 
water: 

 EDF’s multi-purpose reservoirs shed light on the importance of carefully 
mapping all stakeholders concerned with water infrastructure projects to 
understand why they engage and what value added they bring.  

 In Milan, co-decision between the public water operator, local authorities 
and civil society has produced a jointly managed water information 
system, which combines different interests.  

 Suez Environnement learnt that engaging stakeholders upstream in 
infrastructure projects is crucial to avoid conflicts downstream.  

 Stakeholder engagement in Korea was spurred by citizen opposition to 
major water infrastructure projects and triggered efforts to adopt an 
inclusive approach as part of a new dam conflict management framework.  

 In South Africa, the Municipal Strategic Self-Assessment brings together politicians, technicians 
and consumers to identify vulnerabilities in water service provision. It has helped to align goals 
across different actors and to encourage top management officials to engage and commit. 

 The Hydropower Sustainability Assessment Protocol was developed jointly by governments, 
international organisations, banks and NGOs to improve the design and implementation of 
hydropower projects through successful stakeholder engagement. 

 Deltares work shows that bringing stakeholder together (policymakers, academics, etc.) is needed 
to pull the knowledge needed to devise appropriate solutions for water challenges. 

 Like many NGOs, the Butterfly Effect is at risk of consultation fatigue and has learnt that successful 
stakeholder engagement requires managing expectations and the complexities of each context. 

Parallel roundtable discussions followed to dig deeper into 
implementation issues. Participants agreed that stakeholder mapping 
must include local actors and their needs. It is also important to 
define clear objectives for engagement process, in particular to secure 
early buy-in and select relevant mechanisms. Successful engagement 
also relies on sound and trustworthy information, based on common 
language. Participants also discussed the challenge of institutionalising 
stakeholder engagement. Inclusive policy frameworks must be 
combined with sound communication strategies and should 
encourage local authorities to work together to avoid duplications of 
their efforts. To last, engagement processes should be flexible enough 
to welcome newcomers and adaptive to learn from progress and 
failures.   

http://eng.worldwaterforum7.org/program/program.asp?program_seq=329
http://www.oecd.org/environment/stakeholder-engagement-for-inclusive-water-governance-9789264231122-en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/environment/stakeholder-engagement-for-inclusive-water-governance-9789264231122-en.htm
http://eng.worldwaterforum7.org/program/program.asp?program_seq=552
http://www.gruppocap.it/
http://www.emanti.co.za/news/news_archive/new_municipal_strategic_self/
http://www.hydrosustainability.org/Protocol.aspx
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Strengthening the performance and governance of water supply and sanitation services 

Link to the list of speakers and session description 

The session provided a platform for international organisations and 
financial institutions, national and local authorities, regulatory agencies, 
operators, and consumers to discuss the conditions for improved quality 
and cost efficiency in water and sanitation service provision. Participants 
discussed new approaches in performance and governance of water supply 
and sanitation services in developed as well as developing countries 

Panellists discussed some of the tools available for local and national 
authorities to set their own objective of service performance (e.g. quality 
levels, tariffs, contracts with operators, etc.) and discuss it with users and 
citizens. Presentations highlighted recent trends regarding institutional 
frameworks and regulatory arrangements for water services, such as the 
establishment of dedicated regulatory bodies for water, benchmark and 
performance indicators, as well as cost-benefit analyses. 

Participants discussed the critical enabling conditions for improving the governance and performance of 
water services in terms of: 

 Understanding how service performance (i.e. 
efficiency and effectiveness) can be assessed and 
controlled;  
 

 Creating a common understanding of the roles of 
operators, local authorities responsible for the 
services and regulators;  
 

 Mapping governance schemes in all countries;  
 

 Committing top management and governments to 
provide clear, easy-to-understand and relevant 
information in order to involve citizens and 
consumers in control and benchmark of policies and 
activities. 

The discussion also called for further analysis of sunshine regulation that enables effective stakeholder 
engagement as well as for developing the means (i.e. indicators) to assess and control: 

 The efficiency of operators in achieving the goals set by public authorities.  
 

 The effectiveness of regulatory agencies in achieving their own goals.  

Guidelines and tools should be set up to support the development of these indicators. 

An important pillar of performance evaluation concerns data. Participants agreed that quality and 
accountable benchmark data is critical, as well as independent control. Networking activities, bilateral 
twining and partnerships can play a key role to support data exchange and transparency, as well as to share 
experiences and best practices across various stakeholders at different levels of government.   

http://eng.worldwaterforum7.org/program/program.asp?program_seq=332
http://www.oecd.org/gov/the-governance-of-water-regulators-9789264231092-en.htm
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Strengthening basin governance for efficient water resources management at the relevant scale 

Link to the list of speakers and session description 

The session was structured around two roundtables to highlight successful experiences in efficient basin 
governance. The first roundtable shed light on existing basin governance frameworks across different 
geographical contexts, i.e. Europe (in particular in the Danube basin and in Portugal), in Africa (Congo 
basin), in the Mediterranean and in the Americas (Mexico). The second roundtable focused on tools for 
basin management planning, monitoring and information with presentations from the Butterfly Effect, the 
Network of Asian River Basin Organisations as well as South Africa, France, Turkey and Korea. 

Discussions showed that despite its proven effectiveness, basin management remains insufficiently 
developed in many areas. When it exists, it suffers from deficiencies in the mandate, resources and 
organization of institutions entrusted with its implementation. Solutions shared lie in: 

 The global promotion of national legal and institutional frameworks defining clear guidelines for 
basin management plans and related water allocation arrangements; 
 

 At basin level, developing assessment of water resources, uses and impacts of uses (from data 
collection of the monitoring networks to the production of information for decision-making) and 
the indicators of performance on water governance; 
 

 Ensuring both the integration of surface and groundwater management and the consistency of 
agriculture, industry, energy, transport, land-use policies with water policy; and ultimately 
 

 Setting up sustainable financing mechanisms for basin governance on the basis of relevant 
economic tools (e.g. principles of cost recovery, water pays water, polluter/consumer-pays, cost-
effectiveness analysis) 
 

 Increased public awareness and stakeholder engagement should become a priority in water 
management planning at basin level, given the expected benefits, in terms of ownership and 
enforcement of the decisions taken as well as of the understanding of the cost (and associated 
pricing) associated with water resources management. 

 

Insightful experiences were provided by existing networks sharing good practices, such as OECD-WGI, the 
Groundwater Governance Project (FAO, UNESCO, International Association of Hydrogeologists, World Bank 
and GEF). The International Network of Basin Organizations (INBO) and its regional components – ANBO 
and NARBO in particular – have developed performance indicators and published handbooks for IWRM in 
Basins (2009), and for Integrated Water Resources Management in the Basins of Transboundary Rivers, 
Lakes and Aquifers (2012).  

http://eng.worldwaterforum7.org/program/program.asp?program_seq=335
http://butterflyeffectwwf.blogspot.fr/
http://www.narbo.jp/event/ev_annc_Performance_Benchmarking.html
http://www.groundwatergovernance.org/
http://www.inbo-news.org/tag/africa-8?lang=en
http://www.inbo-news.org/IMG/pdf/GWP-INBOHandbookForIWRMinBasins.pdf
http://www.inbo-news.org/IMG/pdf/GWP-INBOHandbookForIWRMinBasins.pdf
http://www.inbo-news.org/IMG/pdf/MGIREB-UK-2012-2.pdf
http://www.inbo-news.org/IMG/pdf/MGIREB-UK-2012-2.pdf
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Counting what counts: Getting indicators right for better water governance 

Link to the list of speakers and session description 

Teun Bastemeijer (WIN) opened the session to make the case for evidence-based assessment of 
governance to guide decision making towards more effective, efficient and inclusive water management. 
He also stressed the importance of mainstreaming integrity in evaluations and indicators on water 
governance. 

The panel shared concrete examples and experiences in building up water governance indicators and 
managing related caveats. For UNEP, monitoring the SDGs, in particular target n°5 on IWRM, offers an 
opportunity to promote equity across targets and to improve water governance. It will raise some 
challenges to define indicators according to different scales, and to balance subjectivity and objectivity to 
build consensus and ownership among stakeholders, particularly when it is difficult to show causality 
between inputs and impacts.  

NARBO’s benchmark of river basin organisations is 
applied annually to measure progress in IWRM 
performance and will next be used to contribute to 
achieving international goals on IWRM. Brazil 
presented its National Water Management Pact, based 
on a pay-for-result approach, and highlighted some key 
challenges, namely related to information and capacity 
at state level, which call for better allocating resources 
for evaluation across levels of government.  

The ADB’s Water Security Index collects quantitative data at national level to guide policy discussion and 
will be refined to be adaptable at different scales and to be compared to existing water governance 
indicators. UN-Water’s GLAAS report monitors sources of funding and tracks finance in WASH to develop 
an international benchmark and was pilot-tested in Brazil, Morocco and Ghana with the objective to 
strengthen financial information. Portugal discussed the challenge of evaluating water regulators and the 
importance of setting clear core measures that decision makers can understand.  

Transparency International underlined that civil society should 
be an “evaluator” of water governance, in particular to 
measure integrity and accountability, using perception-based 
and fact-based indicators. The key to successful evaluation lies 
in political will, institutional capacity, and adequate funding. 
WWF’s River Basin Score Cards assess the “health” of river 
basins in terms of water quality, relying on a bottom-up 
approach to collect data. The Score Cards will be applied to all 
river basins to develop a global baseline for basin health.  

Lively parallel roundtable discussions with participants addressed the measurement of specific aspects of 
water governance: i) stakeholder engagement to stress the challenge of tailoring indicators to specific 
categories of actors and to the objectives pursued by each engagement process; ii) integrity to call for 
clarity on who should be assessed and how should the data be used, and for better monitoring of 
transparency in terms; iii) innovation to measure existing obstacles to innovative practices; iv) regulation to 
underlined the importance of performance indicators and the different ways of assessing, whether direct 
or indirect (i.e. “regulating the regulators”); v) policy coherence to assess institutional agreements, joint-
projects across institutions and available information; vi) vertical and horizontal co-ordination to look at the 
frequency, intensity and impacts of existing interrelation between institutions and levels of government; 
vii) capacity to identify specific skill needs to implement water policies; viii) efficiency of basin organisations 
to look at the organisations structure, mission and multi-level governance; and ix) governance-financing 
nexus to assess that governance instruments are in place for matching financial resources with needs.  

http://eng.worldwaterforum7.org/program/program.asp?program_seq=338
http://www.unepdhi.org/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/sustainabledevelopmentgoals
http://www.narbo.jp/event/ev_annc_Performance_Benchmarking.html
http://www2.ana.gov.br/Paginas/EN/programs.aspx
http://adb.org/sites/default/files/pub/2013/asian-water-development-outlook-2013.pdf
http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/glaas/en/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/projects/developing-a-scalable-river-basin-report-card


 

7 
 

Integrity and Transparency for successful water policies: Challenges and Progress 
Link to the list of speakers and session description 

The session presented cases from China, Ethiopia and Arab countries thereby covering a broad range of 
examples of how integrity and transparency can be a good path towards successful policies and sector reform. 

 The case of reform of agricultural water price in China showed how key water access issues combined with 
efficient use and higher productivity are tackled with high levels of transparency and participation of water 
users. 
 

 The presentation of water resources management situation and governance challenges in Ethiopia showed 
how the establishment of the national GOWIN ETHIOPIA initiative is expected to help address issues of 
integrity and transparency while engaging the Awash Basin Authority and other public and private 
stakeholders. 
 

 The Regional Water Integrity Capacity Building Programme partnership in the MENA region involving Jordan, 
Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, and Tunisia as pilot countries aims to connect different levels of intervention: 
i) regional level, to raise awareness and foster high-level political dialogue on water integrity; ii) national 
level, to improve the information flow and communication channels between decision-makers; iii) 
operational level, to ensure integrity within organisations; and iv) local level, to demand transparency and 
accountability in the management of water resources. Its assessments of water integrity risks and capacity 
needs informed the development of training materials. Follow-up steps will include adaptation of training 
material, training of trainers, national Water Integrity Workshops (4 in each country), alumni Water Integrity 
Workshops (to foster water integrity “ambassadors” in the target countries), mentorship programme 
(Integrity Action will provide continuous support to WIT during mentoring) and two regional training 
workshops.  

These presentations were followed by lively discussions of roundtable groups, which also addressed urban 
water supply and sanitation issues. Elements of reflection reported from these groups included the way honesty 
is affected by scarcity; the vital need to have the participation of the public and organised civil society; the 
change from government-driven governance models to multi-stakeholder engagement. They concluded there is 
still a long way to go for accountability, especially when politicians give away projects against the rule of law and 
poor ethics among government and other stakeholders undermines water policies and governance models. 
Involvement of the public is key as rights to water come with responsibilities for the users, and perfect solutions 
take time to be put in place.  

Transparent information is much needed for integrity and transparency to drive successful policies, knowing that 
paradigm changes take place when there is a commonly-felt challenge that triggers demand for good 
governance and integrity. However, when transparency is formalised by too complex procedures, it can become 
at the expense of efficiency. Such complex procedures can result in more bureaucracy, which can also cause 
new forms of corruption and other malpractices, for example when this causes delays in projects’ 
implementation.  

Paradigm shifts can also be triggered or supported by users such 
as private companies, which are becoming increasingly 
uncomfortable with corruption. Trust and engagement are needed 
for policy reforms to work, which requires trade-offs between 
addressing challenges from a long-term perspective and problems 
to which users can relate. 

Regarding the link to monitoring the SDGs, it was found important to review current indicators in the system to 
see if these are relevant, meaningful and actionable in their context. The OECD Principles on Water Governance 
should be linked to the policy cycle and can, to some extent, be used universally. More importantly, they 
provide a tool to contextualise the use of principles in policy and governance model adjustment processes. The 
question of how to make the link between monitoring such processes and monitoring the SDGs at the global 
level needs to be addressed, as well as whereby transparency and integrity need to be mainstreamed as a cross-
cutting issue through different types of fact-based, perception-based, and process indicators.  

http://eng.worldwaterforum7.org/program/program.asp?program_seq=333
http://www.watergovernance.org/integrity/MENA
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/sustainabledevelopmentgoals
http://www.oecd.org/gov/regional-policy/principles-on-water-governance-from-vision-to-action.htm
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/sustainabledevelopmentgoals
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Concluding session on Effective Governance: Implementation Roadmap & Ways forward 

The session took stock of key messages and commitments from the 6 sessions on “Effective Governance”. 
The coordinators shared how their up-coming activities and their networks will contribute to improving 
water governance up to the 8th World Water Forum: 

 OECD Principles on Water Governance: The WGI is committed to support the implementation of the 
Principles on the ground, including with the definition of water governance indicators in 2015-2016. 

 Stakeholder engagement: The topic will be deepened in the coming years to investigate practical case 
studies as well as to apply the principles of stakeholder engagement to real cases and reforms. 

 Performance and governance of water services: Future activities will cover sunshine regulation, quality 
and accountability of benchmark data, and the contribution of independent control of performance to 
better governance in water services. 

 Basin governance: Methods and tools for creating and developing basin organisations will be 
developed, including guidelines on the joint management of surface and groundwater resources, and 
on knowledge sharing and awareness raising regarding international legal instruments for 
transboundary water management. 

 Integrity and transparency: More efforts will be dedicated to overcome the corruption “taboo” in the 
water sector and future work will collect, develop and disseminate tools in support of water integrity. 

 Measuring the performance of water governance: Sound evaluation systems and policy indicators will 
be developed and link to fact-based performance indicators on water and to existing monitoring 
frameworks, including outside the water sector. 

 

Perspectives on governance-related discussions at the Forum were also provided by: 

 K-Water Jong-Jeong Lee [K-Water] on behalf of the host country; 

 Alix Lerebours [Water Youth Network] on the Youth Forum; and  

 Ricardo Sandoval [Americas process] regarding the Regional process 

A crowdsourcing exercise with the participants helped collect practical ideas to move forward. They 
suggested to better communicate on water governance, to engage with vulnerable groups and to identify 
“champions” for water reforms. Participants identified critical needs for capacity building, inclusiveness and 
experience sharing to support the Roadmap. They also mentioned political ownership at the local level and 
sound sources of funding as key conditions of success to implement the Roadmap. It was also proposed to 
promote the Implementation Roadmap in other fora and platforms, whether among practitioners (e.g. 
IWRM community, business), international initiatives (e.g. AMCOW, ECOWAS, UNECE Water and Health 
protocol, SDGs), academics or unheard voices (e.g. indigenous groups). 

Peter Glas, Chairman of WGI, closed the session with a strong commitment of the WGI to continue 
supporting better governance in the water sector in the coming years through the implementation of the 
OECD Principles on Water Governance and the use of water governance indicators. This commitment will 
be monitored up to the 8th Word Water Forum, which will report back on the impact.  

http://www.amcow-online.org/
http://www.ecowas.int/
http://www.unece.org/?id=2975
http://www.unece.org/?id=2975
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/sustainabledevelopmentgoals
http://www.oecd.org/gov/regional-policy/principles-on-water-governance-from-vision-to-action.htm
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Commitment of the OECD Water Governance Initiative  

The 7th World Water Forum aimed to move forward on the implementation of the targets defined at the 
6th World Water Forum. In line with this objective, the “Effective Governance” Design Group developed an 
Implementation Roadmap on water governance and secured buy-in from various stakeholders to make it 
happen up to the 8th Forum. The Implementation Roadmap includes 12 objectives on water governance 
that shape into concrete actions: 

1. Clearly allocate and distinguish roles and responsibilities for water policymaking, policy implementation, 
operational management and regulation, and foster co-ordination across these responsible authorities. 

2. Manage water at the appropriate scale(s) within integrated basin governance systems to reflect local 
conditions, and foster co-ordination between the different scales. 

3. Encourage policy coherence through effective cross-sectoral co-ordination, especially between policies for 
water and the environment, health, energy, agriculture, industry, spatial planning and land use. 

4. Adapt the level of capacity of responsible authorities to the complexity of water challenges to be met, and 
to the set of competencies required to carry out their duties. 

5. Produce, update, and share timely, consistent, comparable and policy-relevant water and water-related 
data and information, and use it to guide, assess and improve water policy. 

6. Ensure that governance arrangements help mobilise water finance and allocate financial resources in an 
efficient, transparent and timely manner. 

7. Ensure that sound water management regulatory frameworks are effectively implemented and enforced in 
pursuit of the public interest. 

8. Promote the adoption and implementation of innovative water governance practices across responsible 
authorities, levels of government and relevant stakeholders. 

9. Mainstream integrity and transparency practices across water policies, water institutions and water 
governance frameworks for greater accountability and trust in decision-making. 

10. Promote stakeholder engagement for informed and outcome-oriented contributions to water policy design 
and implementation. 

11. Encourage water governance frameworks that help manage trade-offs across water users, rural and urban 
areas, and generations. 

12. Promote regular monitoring and evaluation of water policy and governance where appropriate, share the 
results with the public, and make adjustments when needed 

It also includes a monitoring framework with key milestones and progress indicators in the short, medium and 
long terms to increase the accountability of institutions in the coming 3 years. These objectives are based on 
OECD Principles on Water Governance, in continuity of the 6th World Water Forum targets on good governance. 
They can also help governments in achieving the SDGs related to water and governance (n°6, 16 and 17).  

This Implementation Roadmap is structured around 3 parts: 

 The first section explains why the international community should focus on water governance and 
presents the overall goal and the rationale.  

 The second section details what needs to be done to achieve this goal and lays down the objectives, the 
related actions to be taken and the milestones up to the 8th Word Water Forum.  

 The third section suggests how these objectives and actions should be implemented and suggests an 
Action monitoring plan with indicators as well as a communication strategy. 

At the close of the Forum, the WGI signed the Daegu-Gyeongbuk Implementation Commitment to symbolise its 
engagement in supporting the Implementation Roadmap on “Effective Governance”. An Action Monitoring 
System was set-up as an interactive online platform to take stock and monitor the outcomes of the 7th World 
Water Forum, and to track results up to the 8th World Water Forum (2018, Brasilia). 

  

http://ams.worldwaterforum7.org/progress.asp?s_theme_cd=010130
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/sustainabledevelopmentgoals
http://www.oecd.org/gov/regional-policy/DGIC-7WWF.pdf
http://ams.worldwaterforum7.org/
http://ams.worldwaterforum7.org/
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Signing Ceremony of the Daegu-Gyeongbuk Implementation Commitment



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About the OECD Water Governance Initiative 

The OECD Water Governance Initiative is an international multi-stakeholder network 
of around 100 delegates from public, private and not-for-profit sectors gathering twice a 
year in a Policy Forum to share on-going reforms, projects, lessons and good practices in 
support of better governance in the water sector. It was launched on 27-28 March 2013 in 
Paris (1st meeting) and held its 2nd Meeting on 7-8 November 2013 (Paris), its 3rd Meeting on 
28-29 April 2014 (Madrid), its 4th Meeting on 24-25 November 2014 (Paris) and its 5th 
Meeting on 26 May 2015 (Edinburgh). 
  
For more information concerning the OECD Water Governance Initiative, please visit 
http://www.oecd.org/gov/regional-policy/water-governance-initiative.htm  
or contact aziza.akhmouch@oecd.org 
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