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Introduction 

 

Index of Multiple Deprivation 

 ñA relative measure of multiple deprivation expressed at 
small area level and covering an entire countryò 

 Primary purpose: target anti-poverty initiatives or 
allocating resources for poverty alleviation/regeneration 



 

UK Indices of Deprivation since 2000 

Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 2000 

Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 2005  

(SDRC advisory / QA role) 

Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 2003 

Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 2004  

(SDRC advisory / QA role) 

Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 2006 

(SDRC not directly involved) 

English Indices of Deprivation 2000 

English Indices of Deprivation 2004 

English Indices of Deprivation 2007 

Child Wellbeing Index 2007 

English Indices of Deprivation 2010 

Northern Ireland Multiple  

Deprivation Measures 2001 

Northern Ireland Multiple  

Deprivation Measures 2005 

Northern Ireland Multiple  

Deprivation Measures 2010 

(SDRC peer review role) 

Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 2008  

(SDRC advisory / QA role) 

Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation 2009 

(SDRC not directly involved) 

Economic Deprivation Index 1999-2009 



 

South African Indices of Deprivation 

Provincial Index of Multiple 

Deprivation 2001 at ward level 

South African Index of Multiple 

Deprivation 2001 at Datazone level 

South African Index of 

Multiple Deprivation for 

Children 2001 at Datazone 

level 

Municipality level South 

African Index of Multiple 

Deprivation for Children 

2001 and 2007 

Municipality level Indices of 

Multiple Deprivation 2001 and 2007 

Modelled South African Index of 

Multiple Deprivation 2007 at 

Datazone level 



 

Namibian Indices of Deprivation 

Constituency level Index 

of Multiple Deprivation for 

Namibia 2001 

Centre for the Analysis of South African Social Policy 

Datazone level Index of 

Multiple Deprivation for 

Namibia 2001 



 

Model of multiple deprivation (or wellbeing) at 

small area level 

1. Dimensions of deprivation (or wellbeing) must be clearly identified. 

2. Dimensions must be measured as accurately as possible ï               

at small area level - with indicators that pass certain tests of fitness. 

3. Problems of unacceptable standard error must be dealt with. 

4. Indicators must be combined to form domains in such a way as to 

best measure the construct in question. 

5. Domain scores must be capable of being ranked to generate a 

relative picture of that form of deprivation (or wellbeing). 

6. Domain ranks must be standardised and transformed in a way that 

allows their weighted combination into an overall index. 

7. Appropriate domain weights should be selected. 



 

Spatial scale 

ÁSub local authority level in UK (and equivalent elsewhere). 

ÁIdeally approximate to óneighbourhoodsô. 

ÁSmall areas with similar characteristics and standardised 
population size. 

ÁPreferably a standard statistical geography for which robust 
population estimates are readily available. 

ÁAllow identification of ópocketsô of high deprivation (or low 
wellbeing) that might otherwise be missed if looking at 
larger aggregates, such as local authorities. 



 

2001 Census geography: England 

  England 

  9 Regions 

  354  Local Authority Districts 

  7,932  Wards* 

  32,482  Lower Layer Super Output Areas (LSOAs) 

  165,665  Output Areas (OAs) 

 

  * 2001 Census óStandard Tableô Wards 



 

Domains and indicators 

ÁDomains and indicators can vary according to index. 

Á Each domain must measure a specific dimension of deprivation 

(or wellbeing), not other dimensions that may flow from it. 

Á Each domain consists of a number of indicators, each of which 

must be: 

ÁDomain specific 

ÁMeasuring major features of that dimension of deprivation (or 

wellbeing) 

ÁUp-to-date 

ÁIdeally updateable on a regular basis 

ÁStatistically robust 

ÁAvailable for the whole country at small area level in consistent form 



 

English ID 2010 domains and weights 

Á Income Deprivation    22.5% 
ÁEmployment Deprivation    22.5% 
ÁHealth Deprivation & Disability   13.5% 
ÁEducation, Training & Skills Deprivation 13.5% 
ÁBarriers to Housing & Services     9.3% 
ÁLiving Environment Deprivation     9.3% 
ÁCrime        9.3%   

 

Index of Multiple Deprivation 2010 for England 



 



 



 



 



 



 


