
Month and timing Action

0 
(6 months before 
the visit)

Agree timetable and scope. 
Background report in 
preparation by the country.

5 
(1 month before the 
fact-finding visit)

Background report delivered 
in draft. OECD team and 
national co-ordinator agree 
programme for visit(s).

6 - 8 Fact-finding visit.
Policy visit (only for reviews).

12 (4 months after 
policy visit for 
reviews and three 
weeks after the visit 
for commentaries – 
firm deadline)

The OECD team delivers the 
draft country policy review or 
commentary to the country. 
The country provides its 
comments to the OECD 
team within 3 weeks.

Budget for: Thousands of Euros

Policy Review 140

Country 
Commentary

55

A new project called PISA for Development is 
underway. It aims to adapt the PISA instruments 
to make them even more relevant for a broader 
range of contexts, particularly those of developing 
countries. These instruments will be developed 
and tested in a small number of countries over the 
next three years. To find out more go to: 

www.oecd.org/pisa/pisafordevelopment

“What is important for citizens to know and be 
able to do?” That is the question that underlies 
the triennial survey of 15-year-old students 
around the world known as the Programme for 
International Student Assessment (PISA). PISA 
assesses the extent to which students near the 
end of compulsory education have acquired key 
knowledge and skills that are essential for full 
participation in modern societies.

Since 2000, PISA has been testing students 
worldwide in the key subjects: reading, 
mathematics and science. The assessment also 
collects information on students’ backgrounds 
and on how their schools are managed in an 
effort to identify the factors that influence student 
performance. 

PISA also regularly introduces new tests to assess 
students’ skills in other areas relevant to modern 
life, such as creative problem solving and financial 
literacy (tested for the first time in 2012) and 
collaborative problem solving (testing will begin in 
2015).

About PISA

Programme for 
International Student 
Assessment (PISA)

The OECD assessment of 15-year-olds 
in key competencies to help improve quality,
 equity and efficiency in education systems

For more information please contact:
edu.pisa@oecd.org.
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PISA 2012 Results: 
What Makes Schools 
Successful? 
ReSouRceS, PolIcIeS And PRActIceS
VoluMe IV

Programme for International Student Assessment

PISA 2012 Results: 
Excellence through Equity 

GIvInG EvERy StudEnt thE ChAnCE 

to SuCCEEdvolumE II

PISA results reveal what is possible in education by 
showing what students in the highest-performing 
and most rapidly improving education systems 
can do. It is unique in the way it looks at:

Public policy issues: PISA helps stakeholders 
assess how well schools are equipping today’s 
youth for adult life, whether education systems 
are fair, and whether some schools and teaching 
methods are more effective than others.

Literacy: Rather than examine mastery of specific 
school curricula, PISA looks at students’ ability 
to apply what they learn in school to real-life 
situations.

Lifelong learning: PISA not only looks at student 
performance but also finds out about students’ 
potential for lifelong learning by asking them about 
their motivation, their self-beliefs and their learning 
strategies.

Performance over time: Countries and econo-
mies participating in successive PISA cycles can 
compare the performance of their students over 
time and assess the impact of education policy 
decisions.

The content: The PISA 2012 survey focused on 
mathematics, with reading, science and problem-
solving as minor areas of assessment. For the first 
time, PISA 2012 also included an assessment of 
the financial literacy of young people, which was 
optional for countries.

The students: Around 510 000 students 
completed the assessment in 2012, representing 
about 28 million 15-year-olds in the schools of the 
65 participating countries and economies.

The assessment: Paper-based tests were used, 
lasting two hours for each student. In some 
countries an extra 40 minutes were devoted to 
the computer-based assessment of mathematics, 
reading and problem solving.

Questions were a mixture of multiple choice and 
those requiring students to construct their own 
responses. Try out some questions here: 
www.oecd.org/pisa/test

Students answered a questionnaire that sought 
information about themselves, their homes and 
their school and learning experiences. School 
principals were given a questionnaire that covered 
the school system and the learning environment.

In some countries parents answered a question-
naire to provide information on their perceptions of 
and involvement in their child’s school, their sup-
port for learning at home and their child’s career 
expectations.

Joining PISA
The next assessment countries can join will be in 
2018. The deadline for joining is the end of 2014. 

Countries can express their interest by sending a 
message to edu.pisa@oecd.org. 

Find out more at www.oecd.org/pisa/. 

Policy makers use PISA results to gauge the 
knowledge and skills of students in their own 
countries in comparison with those in other 
countries, set policy targets against measurable 
goals achieved by other education systems, 
and learn from policies and practices applied 
elsewhere. Among many other results, PISA has 
found that:

•	 Among low-income economies, the amount 
spent on education is an important factor in 
promoting performance. 

•	 Successful school systems in high-income 
economies tend to prioritise the quality of 
teachers over the size of classes.

•	 PISA shows that equity concerns do not need 
to be sacrificed to achieve at high levels: 
many school systems combine high levels 
of performance with above average social 
equity. 

•	 Improvements in performance are possible, 
whatever the starting point for students, 
schools and education systems. 
Improvements are not, however, inevitable 
and require the concerted efforts of policy 
makers, teachers, parents, students and 
society at large.

•	 Grade repetition is an expensive policy 
that is not associated with performance 
improvements at the system level. Socio-
economic disadvantage is associated with 
grade repetition on top and beyond its effect 
on performance.

What makes PISA unique ? Key facts about PISA 2012 PISA results 
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