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Report on the High Level side event and consultations on the OECD Strategy on Development 

during the 4
th

 High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness in Busan 

 

The OECD organised three side events during the HLF4 in Busan in order to inform, consult and seek 

feedback from partner countries and key stakeholders to shape the key elements of the OECD Strategy on 

Development. These meetings are part of a larger open consultation that has been taking place since 

September 2011. 

 

Participants in all three events welcomed the broader approach to development proposed by the OECD and 

appreciated the open process through which the OECD is building the Strategy as well as the opportunities 

provided to comment on this initiative. 

 

1. High-Level Side Event: Shaping an inclusive and Comprehensive Approach to Development: 

Perspectives on an OECD Strategy on Development. 

 

The meeting was opened by Angel Gurría, OECD Secretary-General, Kim Sung-hwan, Minister of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade of the Republic of Korea, Ambassador Kyung Wook Hur, Korea’s Permanent 

Representative to the OECD and Co-chair of the OECD Development Strategy Informal Working Group; 

and Brian Atwood, Chair of the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC).  

 

Opening remarks were followed by a panel discussion moderated by Brian Atwood. Panellists included: 

Erik Solheim, Minister of the Environment and Development Cooperation, Norway; Armida Alisjahbana, 

Minister of State for National Development Planning, Indonesia; Helen Clark, Administrator of the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP); Juan Temístocles Montás, Minister of Economy, Planning and 

Development, Dominican Republic; and Rajiv Shah, Administrator of the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID) who replaced Secretary of State Hillary Clinton at the last moment. 

 

Main messages from participants: 

 

 The strategy is an important step in the right direction focusing on a broader perspective of 

development, and not only on aid. Aid is just one of many existing tools for development. 

 

 Climate, Conflict, and Capital (the three C’s) matter for development and the OECD can play an 

instrumental role in bringing these elements together in a holistic manner.  

 

 Sound tax systems and inclusive growth are crucial for the development agenda, and the OECD 

also has an important role to play by providing advice for developing countries and foster 

knowledge sharing in these areas. 

 

 Aid should be used to catalyze growth and development so we end up with something far greater 

than the sum of its parts. 

 

 Investment in capacity development is vital to support countries in overcoming bottlenecks, 

building institutions and absorbing knowhow. This is long, slow work but brings results. 

 

 Focusing on areas with greatest impact is crucial, such as investment, trade, education, woman 

empowerment and access to energy. These are key drivers of inclusive and equitable development. 

 

 OECD countries must ensure policy coherence for development in key areas such as migration, 

agriculture and trade.  



 Effective governance remains as a major challenge in many developing countries. There is a need 

to incorporate anticorruption in a systematic and consistent manner in development strategies and 

co-operate on this issue with developed partners. 

 

 OECD can play a key role in the post Busan process as well as on key areas such as innovation, tax 

and development, women’s economic empowerment and private sector development. 

 

 Accountability is key for measuring performance and for achieving development results. 

Parliamentarians are central to contribute to define the development agenda, and there is a need to 

build capacity of parliamentarians in ensuring accountability for development results. 

 

 

2. Consultation meeting with partner countries: Perspectives on an OECD Strategy on Development 

 

The consultation meeting was chaired by Ambassador Kyung Wook Hur, Korea’s Permanent 

Representative to the OECD and Co-chair of the OECD Development Strategy Informal Working Group. 

Ambassador Hur provided a brief introduction and background of the Strategy. Jon Lomoy, Director of the 

Development Co-operation Directorate of the OECD made an introduction outlining the rationale, main 

objectives of the strategy and key areas of focus. Ebba Dohlman provided additional comments. 

 

Main messages from participants: 

 

 A space for dialogue with developing countries to share views and experiences on key issues and 

set the priorities will be relevant as part of the Strategy. Which platforms could be used? What role 

for the implementation of the Busan Partnership Agreement for Effective Development Co-

operation? 

 

 The consensus approach suggested in the OECD initiative raises questions on the decentralization 

of the development agenda. There is a need for inclusive agenda discussion with participation of 

all stakeholders. 

 

 It is important to define the concrete policy areas working jointly with developing countries to 

move forward. 

 

 OECD can play an important role as a neutral arena for donors and developing countries to 

exchange information on main challenges. 

 

3. Consultation meeting with CSOs: “Towards a new OECD Strategy on Development” 

 

This consultation meeting is part of a series of consultations with CSOs on the Strategy initiated during the 

OECD week in 2011 (Pre-consultation: OECD_IdeaFactory with CSOs on "New Paradigms for 

Development"). A first consultation meeting with CSOs was organised during the Civil Society Policy 

Forum of the 2011 World Bank-IMF Annual Meetings, in Washington DC. 

 

The consultation in Busan was chaired also by Ambassador Hur. Mario Pezzini, Director of the 

Development Centre of the OECD, provided an overview of the rationale, objectives and main areas of 

focus of the Strategy. Ebba Dohlman provided additional comments. 

 

Main messages from CSOs participants:  

 

 Take into account demands from the Busan Civil Society Forum. 
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 Challenge the current model when measuring progress.  

 

 There’s a need to make the OECD better known in developing countries, what it has to offer, and 

explain its value added compared to the World Bank. 

 

 The OECD could have a role in helping to support an enabling environment for civil society. It can 

help countries to set up systems to capture data on flows from CSOs. 

 

 Incorporate a rights-based approach into the strategy, also to measure progress. 

 

 Develop tools that support the poorest and most marginalized and address inequality. 

 

 Analyse private resource flows to developing countries (what is their role, what percentage of 

GDP?), no one is doing this currently. 

 

 Strong interest in OECD’s pool of expertise. How can CSOs benefit from it? Through what 

mechanisms can we access and engage in a dialogue with OECD? 

 

 Taxation of multinationals is key in order to raise domestic revenues. Aid has never transformed 

societies on its own. We have to do more analysis on how aid can catalyze trade, tax, investment, 

etc. 

 

 Policy coherence for development should not be limited only to economic objectives, it should also 

emphasise social and human rights and women’s rights. 

 

 


