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Special Meeting on the OECD Strategy on Development 

4
th

 High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness 

 

 

30 November 2011, Busan, Korea 

11h30-13h00 

BEXCO Convention Centre, Room MH302  

 

The special meeting is co-hosted by the OECD Secretary General and the Korean Minister of Foreign Affairs 

and Trade. It would provide an opportunity to convene key global leaders from international organisations 

and governments to identify synergies that can contribute to build an international framework for 

development effectiveness. This meeting will emphasise the increasing convergence of approaches between 

major international development processes such as HLF4, OECD strategy on development, G20 

development agenda, and MDGs and beyond 2015. 

 

A relevant trend in the field of international development that has gained momentum is the need to adopt 

more comprehensive, coherent and inclusive approaches aimed at ending aid dependency and unleashing the 

potential of countries to generate opportunities for economic and social well-being. The transformations in 

the global economic landscape are unprecedented, creating both challenges and opportunities. At the same 

time, the impact of multiple global crises on the world’s poorest, together with the current difficult economic 

conditions, reinforce the need to identify synergies among major international development processes and act 

collectively. These crises have also demonstrated the extent to which diverse global challenges are 

interlinked, such as climate change, food and energy insecurity, and call for adopting more integrated 

approaches to development. A systemic coordination among key development fora and initiatives is crucial, 

such as the MDGs, the 4th HLF on Aid Effectiveness, the G20 Multi-year Action Plan on Development, and 

the OECD Strategy on Development. 

 

In this context, development aid is a key component and will continue to be critical to vast numbers of poor. 

Ensuring aid effectiveness and building inclusive partnerships will also be crucial to encompass a wider 

development effectiveness perspective framed in terms of economic and social transformation processes. 

There is a need to transit to a more inclusive approach focused on fostering – through better policies and 

partnerships – enabling factors for sustainable growth, and addressing external and internal structural 

conditions that hamper development. The multidimensionality and interconnectedness of development 

challenges requires approaches that cut across multiple disciplines, that tap into the experiences, knowledge 

and perspectives from countries, international organisations and key stakeholders, and take into account the 

need for policy coherence for development at the global and national level.   

 

The event will provide also an opportunity to share views on this more comprehensive approach to 

development and the progress in the preparation of the OECD Strategy on Development. It will contribute to 

generate ideas and concrete proposals on how to build synergies among major international development 

processes and particularly on actions for identifying innovative and sustainable sources of growth, 

mobilising resources for development, managing governance for development, and generating better 

measuring progress for development. 

  

Key questions to be addressed include: 

 

 What are the key medium-term challenges in developing countries? What have we learnt from the 

more recent development experiences? What are the gaps in international responses to address these 

challenges and get on a pathway to long term, sustainable growth? Where can a collective response 

make a difference? 

 

 What are the options for an international framework for development effectiveness? What actions 

are needed to adopt a broader policy based approach to address global challenges, structural 

conditions and enabling factors? 



 

 How can we best harness our comparative advantages and enhance complementarities to deliver 

sustainable development solutions?  

 

 What will tomorrow’s development responses look like?  

 

 How can we strengthen policy coherence for development at the local, national and global level? 

How can we ensure a more coherent approach to development among international organizations? 

 

Agenda 

 

Opening remarks will be made by Kim Sung-hwan, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of the Republic of 

Korea, Hillary Clinton, US Secretary of State, and Jose Angel Gurría, OECD Secretary-General. 

Ambassador Kyung Wook Hur, Korea’s Permanent Representative to the OECD and Co-chair of the OECD 

Development Strategy Informal Working Group will make brief remarks on the synergies between the 

Development Strategy, the G20 Development agenda and the Busan outcomes. The panel will be moderated 

by Brian Atwood, Chair of the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC). The following panelists 

are confirmed: 

 

- Erik Solheim, Minister of the Environment and Development Cooperation, Norway. 

- Armida Alisjahbana, Minister of State for National Development Planning, Indonesia  

- Helen Clark, Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 

- Donald Kaberuka, President, African Development Bank (tbc) 

- Fiifi Kwetey, Deputy Minister of Finance, Ghana. 

- Juan Temístocles Montás, Minister of Economy, Planning and Development, Dominican Republic  

 

The panelists will be asked to comment on the comprehensive and inclusive approach to development 

proposed by the OECD; the particular value added of the organization to contribute to effective 

development; the potential for strengthening partnerships with other international organizations and key 

actors, and the ways in which developing countries can benefit from the policy instruments, tools and 

mechanisms of the OECD. 

 

Background on the OECD Strategy on Development 

 

At the OECD 50th Anniversary Ministerial Council Meeting (MCM), Ministers endorsed a new OECD 

vision Statement which looks ahead OECD’s important role contributing to better policies for better lives, 

implementing a new paradigm for development, and moving toward a global policy network. 

 

In this context, Ministers also endorsed the Framework for an OECD Strategy on Development 

[C/MIN(2011)8]. This Framework provides the Organisation with the basis to broaden its approach to 

development, drawing more effectively on its multidisciplinary expertise in a wide range of policy areas and 

its longstanding experience in development policies, aid effectiveness and development cooperation. 

 

The Goal of this initiative is to contribute to achieve more inclusive and sustainable growth for the broadest 

array of countries as a means to improve economic and social well-being of people around the world. This 

will be accomplished by: 

 

a) Applying a comprehensive and inclusive approach to address the multidimensionality of 

poverty and development; 

b) Fostering policy dialogue, knowledge sharing and mutual learning, and a deepening of 

partnerships with developing countries, other international and regional organisations and 

key stakeholders; 
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c) Strengthening policy coherence for development (PCD) at three complementary levels: 

OECD, members, and partner countries. 
 

This will entail ensuring that OECD’s broader policy conclusions are tested in countries having different 

levels of development and policy settings. In doing so, the OECD will ensure that the broader policies 

pursued by its members are coherent with the goal to promote worldwide development.  A proactive 

approach is critical in light of the growing demand from developing countries for OECD expertise, practices, 

and experiences in a wide range of public policies.  

 

The Framework sets out four priority areas of focus where the Organisation responds to demands and needs 

of developing countries, has core competence and can add value to international efforts, and leverages its 

multidisciplinary expertise and longstanding experience on development: 1) innovative and sustainable 

sources of growth; 2) mobilisation of resources for development; 3) governance for development; and 4) 

measuring progress for development. These are the four substantive pillars of the Strategy. 

 

The Strategy also aims to enhance OECD’s contributions to international efforts to achieve the 

internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) looking 

also beyond 2015; to the work of international conferences and summits such as the Fourth High Level 

Forum on Aid Effectiveness in Busan; the Istanbul Action Plan emanating from the Fourth United Nations 

Conference on the Least Developed Countries; the Earth Summit 2012 (Rio+20); and international 

development initiatives such as the G20 Multiyear Action Plan on Development, many of which rely on 

knowledge sharing. 

 

The Strategy will be delivered at the 2012 OECD Ministerial Council Meeting and provide a platform to 

working and establishing effective partnerships for development among members, partner countries, other 

international organizations and key stakeholders. 

 


