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SUMMARY RECORD OF THE 3RD MEETING OF THE EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION AND CARE NETWORK

EDU/EDPC/ECEC/A(2008)1/REV1

1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
1.

The Group ADOPTED the agenda with a change of the order of item 2 and 3.

2. ORAL STATEMENTS
2.
Ms. Joana Brocardo, Directorate for Innovation and Curriculum Development, Portugal,
welcomed participants. She stressed that early childhood education and care (ECEC) is a priority in
education policy in Portugal. She highlighted the need for ‘building bridges’ and provided some
examples in the Portuguese contexts: e.g. bridges between families and school; between ECEC and
lifelong learning; between ECEC provision and curriculum reform; between quality ECEC teachers
and corresponding qualifications, etc.
3.
Ms. Bea Buysse, Network Co-ordinator, also welcomed the participants and presented the
report on the 2nd meeting of the Network. She announced that Kind en Gezin has taken a decision to
resign from being the host country of the Network for its remaining term in 2008. She explained that it
has been a difficult time period for Kind en Gezin to adapt itself to follow the mandate given to the
Network concerning the membership and the rules and procedures of the OECD as a subsidiary body
of the Education Policy Committee.
4.
Ms. Deborah Roseveare, Head of the Education and Training Policy Division, Directorate
for Education, also welcomed the participants and expressed, on behalf of the OECD, the appreciation
to the Kind en Gezin for their contributions and commitment to the work of the Network, especially
the launch of the Network. She invited delegates to join her in expressing their appreciation to Kind
and Gezin and to Bea Buysse, which they did in a round of applause. She highlighted the value of the
work of the Network and expressed her support for the Network to continue. She stressed that early
childhood education and care needs to explore effective policies and practices that can give all
children a strong start so that they may change, adopt and innovate in this more rapidly changing
society.
3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS
5.
The Network elected Mr. Karl Le Quesne (New Zealand) as Chair and Ms. Kari Jacobsen
(Norway) as Vice-Chair.
4. EARLY CHILDHOOD AND PRIMARY EDUCATION – TRANSITIONS IN THE
LIVES OF YOUNG CHILDREN
6.
Mr. Martin Woodhead, the Open University (United Kingdom) presented his publication:
Early Childhood and Primary Education – Transitions in the Lives of Young Children. He set out the
wider socio-economic contexts both from developed and developing countries. He emphasised the
importance of interactions between policy, research and practice, especially with a child-focused
approach. He stressed that these interactions should form the integrative concept in early childhood
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education. More concretely, he stressed that policy makers would need to shift their focus from
children’s readiness for schools to schools’ readiness for children.
5. OUTCOMES OF GOOD PRACTICE IN TRANSITION PROCESSES FOR
CHILDREN ENTERING PRIMARY SCHOOL
7.
Ms. Aline-Wendy Dunlop, University of Strathclyde (United Kingdom) introduced her
publication: Outcomes of good practice in transition processes for children entering primary school.
She emphasised the importance of the links between primary schools, children’s home environments
and early childhood education provision. She further stated that close collaboration among the
stakeholders who are in these links will be one of the key solutions to ensure effective transitions. She
illustrated some successful examples. Examples include activities that support learning across the
transition and socio-emotional well-being during the transition, and effective communication between
school and parents.
6. DISCUSSION ON THE PREVIOUS TWO AGENDA ITEMS
8.
This session was facilitated by Mr. Jan Peeters, Director of VBJK (Resource Centre for
Early Childhood Care and Education), University of Ghent (Belgium). The discussions focused on the
need for a change of institutional arrangements. A Swedish delegate raised a question whether
transitions are better facilitated if teachers are trained to cover 0-12 years (from early childhood care to
primary education), pointing to the recent change of the government’s approach. Some delegates
stressed the need to tackle the institutional barriers created by the different arrangements and practices
between childhood care services and schooling (pre-school and primary education). The barriers
include both visible (administrative remits and auspices) and invisible (mission, values and cultures)
between the two.
7. TRANSITION FROM PRE-SCHOOL TO PRIMARY: ISSUES AND CHALLENGES
9.
This item was introduction by Ms. Teresa Vasconcelos, Escola Superior de Educação de
Lisboa (Portugal). Drawing on research literature, she presented five different semantic levels of
reflection on transitions. She introduced case studies on children who made successful transitions,
coming from low socio-economic backgrounds. She highlighted the need for a new vision to
understand the roles of children and adults, i.e. children are co-constructors and authors of transitions
and adults are provokers, taking ethical stands. She argued that the new vision would lead to
promoting self-control, resilience, empowerment and cooperation during the transition phase.
8. SETTING THE SCENE FOR DEVELOPING POLICY PRINCIPLES
10.
This session aimed to set the scene for developing policy principles, by examining and
learning from concrete country experience from Portugal. Ms. Júlia Formosinho, University of Minho,
introduced the pedagogical documentation as an effective means to engage children, teachers and
families. She argued that the method is effective in documenting children’s interests, motivation, and
learning process/outcomes, while helping teachers to plan facilitate their children’s learning processes.
The challenge is up-scaling its uptake as it requires a high level of professional understanding of its
use both for its theoretical background and its technical operations.
11.
The government recently introduced an initiative in developing booklets for pre-school
teachers for mathematics and language. The primary goals of the booklets are: to ensure continuity of
practice between pre-school education and primary education; and to help teachers to better
understand curricular guidelines and successfully implement them. Ms. Maria de Lurdes Serrazina,
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Escola Superior de Educação de Lisboa, presented the booklets for mathematics. She highlighted the
pertinence between basic counting skills that children develop during pre-school and a variety of
numerical skills, data analysis, and geometry that they learn in primary school. Ms. Inês Sim-Sim,
Escola Superior de Educação de Lisboa, presented the booklets for language development. She
pointed out that one big challenge faced by all children is how to learn the written language and she
stressed the importance of the link between reading capacities and oral proficiencies (e.g. semantic,
phonological, syntactic and pragmatic knowledge).
12.
A number of delegates found the Portuguese Booklets Initiative innovative. One major issue
pointed out by several delegates was the question whether such inter-disciplinary approach was
do-able and effective. The speakers acknowledged that collaboration was not automatic and required
the full commitment both from academics and policy makers. Scaling-up good initiatives remains as a
common challenge to any good emerging practice.
9. DISCUSSION ON PRINCIPLES TO UNDERPIN A
POLICY FRAMEWORK FOR PROMOTING
SUCCESSFUL TRANSITIONS

EDU/EDPC/ECEC/RD(2008)1

13.
Mr. Karl Le Quesne introduced this item. He initiated a discussion on the principles to
underpin a policy framework to promote transition. However, some delegates asked if the Network
would continue to exist, since they felt it would be irrelevant to discuss such principles if the Network
ceased. Ms Miho Taguma referred to the mandate of the Network given by the OECD Council
(2007-2011) and explained that the details of the future of the Network would be discussed in Item 11.
She stressed that the OECD is an inter-governmental organisation and the Secretariat cannot decide to
continue/discontinue the work of the Network; such decisions rest with the Education Policy
Committee and the Council.
14.
Mr. Le Quesne re-directed the discussion and asked the delegates to share their expectations
of the Network. A majority of delegates responded that they would expect the Network to deliver
outputs that would serve to inform policies, influence policies (in a compelling way, as much as
possible), and/or inform the general public. Some expressed their interest in policy dialogue and
exchange of country experience rather than learning about academic research or technical information.
Some showed interest in receiving policy recommendations from the Network while others expressed
their reservations about the Network delivering policy recommendations or guidelines. One delegate
called for a better way of online communication among members and a more active use of the website.
15.
Ms. Taguma thanked the delegates for their inputs. Referring again to the mandate of the
Network, she confirmed that the objectives include sharing and disseminating information on country
experience but they did not include delivering policy recommendations to countries. She explained
that the Education Policy Committee typically undertook a considerable amount of work, often
including a rigorous process for data collection and field visits, to ensure that any policy
recommendations it makes are feasible and research-based. Such work would be beyond the scope and
the means of the Network.
10. POLICY AND GOOD PRACTICES ON TRANSITIONS
16.
For this item, delegates were divided into two small discussion groups. Ms. Julie Mathien,
Ministry of Children and Youth Services (Ontario, Canada), presented the Canadian experience to one
group. She first provided a brief overview of ECEC in Canada and then focused on some transition
issues and challenges specific to Ontario. In Ontario, students’ academic success is a policy priority
for ECEC. There is a need for a better integrated transition between family and various parts of ECEC
4
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and creating a universal full-day learning programmes for 4 and 5-year olds puts pressure on the
integration of child care and kindergarten. Effective management and sequencing of change is seen as
a risk-management tool and research and evaluation are being carried out to monitor and inform policy
making.
17.
Ms. Nary Shin, Korea Institute of Child Care and Education (Korea), shared the Korean
experience with another group. She started with the demographic change (aging and low birth rates) to
explain the recent government’s strong support for ECEC in Korea. Targeted good practice policies
include improving access, subsidies for low income families, and enhancing quality. She illustrated
some major policy challenges for Korea: i.e. the merger of the dual system (childcare and education);
the curriculum alignment between public kindergartens and public primary education; and the
promotion of parental understanding to avoid excessive pre-academic ECEC learning, especially in
private kindergartens.
11. WORK PROGRAMME FOR THE NETWORK
18.
Ms. Deborah Roseveare presented this item. First she explained how the Network fits within
the OECD’s overall structure, rules and procedures, work programme, and financing. Then she set out
some possible ways of taking the Network forward. She also put forward some questions regarding the
work programme of the Network. She emphasised that the Network would be able to focus on the
issues that it wishes to address within its mandate while needing to work within the OECD’s rules of
procedures.
19.
The delegates welcomed the presentation, which they felt helped them understand better the
background to the current situation. Some delegates expressed their concerns about the financial
situation of the Network. Some questioned whether the Network could be sustainable without
voluntary contributions and some concerns were expressed about the ‘free rider’ problem associated
with relying on voluntary contributions. It was also suggested that Kind en Gezin could transfer the
unspent funds it had collected from countries to the OECD instead of sending refunds to countries.
Some delegates suggested that the Secretariat seek voluntary contributions to continue the substantive
work such as updating the country profiles for the Network undertaken by Kind & Gezin.
20.
Ms. Roseveare thanked the delegates for their feedback. She noted that a substantial part of
the activities of the Education Policy Committee were funded by voluntary contributions and she
pointed out the relatively high administrative and management costs associated with collecting
voluntary contributions from countries to finance small-scale projects. She did not consider it realistic
for the Network to expect the Secretariat to undertake any substantive work (such as updating country
profiles) on its behalf. Instead, the main question for the Network was whether it could be sustainable
as a pure “peer learning” exchange, with the OECD Secretariat providing only “no-frills”
organisational support.
21.
Ms Roseveare noted that the future direction of the Network would be considered at the 3rd
meeting of the Education Policy Committee (24-25 April) in the context of wider discussions on the
Programme of Work and Budget 2009-10. She confirmed that she would communicate the situation
the Network was now facing as a result of Kind and Gezin’s decision to the Committee and ask the
Committee to provide guidance on how to move forward.
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
22.
Mr. John Bennett presented some information on the country profiles. The Chair announced
that the next meeting is scheduled to place in the second half of this year in Paris.
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ANNEX 1: LIST OF DELEGATES

COUNTRY
AUSTRALIA

AUSTRIA

BELGIUM FLANDERS

BELGIUM FRENCH

CONTACT
Ms. Robyn COOPER
Executive Director, Early Childhood Education
Department of Education, Employment & Workplace Relations
Level 1, 14 Mort Street
GPO 9880, Canberra City
2600 CANBERRA
Australia
Tel +61 2 6240 9446
E-mail robyn.cooper@deewr.gov.au
Ms. Marisa KRENN-WACHE
Head of Federal Training College for Kindergarten Teachers
Bundes-Bildungssanstalt für Kindergartenpädagogik
Hubertusstrasse 1
9020 Klagenfurt
Austria
Tel +43 650 565 7373
E-mail bakip-dir@lsr-ktn.gv.at
Ms. Marleen Wouters
Advisor
Department of Education Flemish Community – Curriculum Division
Koning Albert II-laan 15
1210 Brussels – Belgium
Tel +32 2 553 88 32
E-mail marleen.wouters@ond.vlaanderen.be
Ms. Dominique DELVAUX
Observatoire de l’Enfance et de la Jeunesse
Boulevard Léopold II, 44
1080 Bruxelles
Belgium
Tel +32 2 413 37 65
E-mail dominique.delvaux@cfwb.be
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CANADA

FINLAND

Ms. Lynne WESTLAKE
Acting Director
Human Resources and Social Development
355 North River Road
Place Vanier, Tower B, 5th Floor
K1A OL1 Ottawa, Ontario
Canada
Tel (613) 957-4610
E-mail lynne.westlake@hrsdc-rhdsc.gc.ca
Ms. Julie MATHIEN
Director
Early Learning and Child Development
Ministry of Children and Youth Services
56 Wellesley St. West, 15th floor
M5S 2S3 Toronto
Canada
Tel (416) 325 5874
julie.mathien@ontario.ca
Ms. Païvi LINDBERG
Senior Planning Officer
National Research and Development Centre for Welfare and Health (STAKES)
PO Box 220
FIN 00531 Helsinki
Finland
Tel. +358 50 323 5487
E-mail paivi.lindberg@stakes.fi
Ms. Tarja KAHILUOTO
Senior Officer
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health
PO Box 33
00023 Government Helsinki
Finland
Tel. +358 50 380 6527
E-mail tarja.kahiluoto@stm.fi
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IRELAND

JAPAN

KOREA

Mr. Heino SCHONFELD
Director
Centre for Early Childhood Development and Education.
Gate Lodge, St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra
Dublin 9 – Ireland
Tel 0035318842165
E-mail heino.Schonfeld@spd.dcu.ie
Ms. Catherine HYNES
Office of the Minister for Children
E-mail catherine_hynes@education.gov.ie
Ms. Kiyomi AKITA
Professor
University of Tokyo
7-3-1 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku
113-0033 Tokyo
Tel +81 3 3988 9376
E mail kakita@educhan.p.u-tokyo.ac.jp
Mr. Masatoshi SUZUKI
Associate Professor
Hyogo University of Teacher Education
2007-109 Yamakuni, Kato-shi
673-1421 Hyogo
Tel +81 795 40 2213
E mail suzukimj@hyogo-u.ac.jp
Ms. Youngsoon KANG
Director
Team of Early Childhood Education and Care
Ministry of Education, Science and Technology
77-6 Sejong-ro, Jongro-gu 110-760
Seoul
Korea
Tel 82 2 2100 6375
E-mail kahhng@mest.go.kr
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THE NETHERLANDS

NEW ZEALAND

NORWAY

Ms. Nary SHIN
Associate Research Fellow
Korea Institute of Child Care and Education (KICCE)
Anguk Bldg 10F, 175-87, Anguk-dong, Jongno-gu 110-734
Seoul
Korea
Tel 82 2 733 2327
E-mail shinnary@kicce.re.kr
Mr. Peter WINIA
Senior policy advisor,
Ministry of Education, Culture and Science
Post-box 16375
2500 BJ
Den Haag
The Netherlands
Tel +3170412 2584
E-mail p.a.winia@minocw.nl
Mr. Karl LE QUESNE
Senior manager
Ministry of Education
PO BOX 1666
6140 WELLINGTON
New Zealand
Tel. +64 44 4 463 8090
E-mail karl.lequesne@minedu.govt.nz
Ms. Mary CHAMBERLAIN
Group Manager
Ministry of Education
PO BOX 1666
6140 WELLINGTON
New Zealand
Tel. +64 4 4638028
E-mail mary.chamberlain@minedu.govt.nz
Ms. Kari JACOBSEN
Senior Adviser
Norwegian Ministry of Education and Research
P.O. Box 8119 Dep.
0032 – Oslo – Norway
Tel +4722242526
E-mail kaj@kd.dep.no
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SLOVENIA

SWEDEN

NETWORK HOST

MEETING HOST

Ms. Solveig Helene AKSNES
Adviser
Ministry of Education and Research
P.O.BOX 8119 DEP
N-0030 Oslo
Norway
Tel. +4722247451
E-mail soh@kd.dep.no
Ms. Nada POŽAR MATIJAŠIČ
Secretary
Ministry of Education and Sport
Education Development Office
Masarykova 16
1000 Ljubljana – Slovenia
Tel ++386 1 400 5410
E-mail nada.pozar-matijasic@gov.si
Mr. Christer TOFTÉNIUS
Senior Administrative Officer
Ministry of Education and Research
SE 103 33 Stockholm
Tel +46 8 405 44 73
E-mail christer.toftenius@education.ministry.se
Mr. John BENNETT
E-mail bennett.paris@gmail.com
Ms. Cynthia BETTENS
Kind en Gezin
E-mail cynthia.bettens@kindengezin.be
Ms. Bea BUYSSE
Kind en Gezin
E-mail bea.buysse@kindengezin.be
Ms. Kris DANCKAERT
Kind en Gezin
E-mail kris.danckaert@kindengezin.be
Mr. Will VERNIEST
Kind en Gezin
E-mail will.verniest@kindengezin.be
Ms. Joana BROCARDO
Directorate of Innovation and Curriculum Development
E-mail joana.brocardo@dgidc.min-edu.pt
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OECD SECRETARIAT

EXPERTS

Ms. Liliana MARQUES
Directorate of Innovation and Curriculum Development
E-mail liliana.marques@dgidc.min-edu.pt
Ms. Luisa UCHA
Directorate of Innovation and Curriculum Development
E-mail luisa.ucha@dgidc.min-edu.pt
Ms. Deborah Roseveare
Head Education and Training Policy Division
Directorate for Education, OECD
2 rue Andre-Pascal
75775 Paris Cedex 16, France
E-mail deborah.ROSEVEARE@oecd.org
Ms. Miho TAGUMA
Policy analyst
Education and Training Policy Division,
Directorate for Education, OECD
2 rue Andre-Pascal
75775 Paris Cedex 16, France
E-mail miho.TAGUMA@oecd.org
Prof. Martin Woodhead
Centre for Childhood, Development and Learning
Faculty of Education and Language Studies
Open University of London
E-mail m.woodhead@open.ac.uk
Prof. Aline-Wendy Dunlop
Chair of Childhood and Primary Studies
University of Strathclyde
E-mail a.w.a.dunlop@strath.ac.uk
Prof. Júlia Formosinho
University of Minho
E mail formosinho@bragatel.pt
Prof. Teresa Vasconcelos
Escola Superior de Educação de Lisboa
E-mail teresav@eselx.ipl.pt /t.m.vasconcelos@netcabo.pt
Prof. Lurdes Serrazina
Escola Superior de Educação de Lisboa
E-mail lurdess@eselx.ipl.pt
Prof. Inês Sim-Sim
Escola Superior de Educação de Lisboa
E-mail isimsim@gmail.com
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Mr. Jan PEETERS
VBJK, the Resource Centre for Early Childhood Care and Education
Raas Van Gaverestraat 67a
9000 Gent
Belgium
E-mail jan.peeters@ugent.be

12

