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 DR. MARIE-ESTELLE REY 

Ms. Marie-Estelle Rey is policy analyst and project coordinator in the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in Paris. She works for the 
Investment Programme of the MENA (Middle East and North Africa) region. She is 
involved in the overall management of the Programme and specifically coordinates 
research and policy dialogue related to investment policies and promotion in the 
region. 

Previously, she was legal expert in the Division on Investment and Enterprise 
Development in the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
in Geneva. She was coordinating technical assistance and training activities of the work 
programme on international investment agreements. She also contributed to the 
research and analysis work and the intergovernmental activities of the programme. 
Before, she was project officer in the UNCTAD's programme on small and medium-sized 
enterprises (Empretec). 

She holds a PhD in public law on WTO from the Université René Descartes (Paris V) 
France. She graduated in international relations and development law.  

 

DR. MOHAMED ABDEL RAOUF  

Dr. Mohamed Abdel Raouf is an attorney at law a partner at Abdel Raouf Law Firm, 
Cairo-Egypt. He specializes in international commercial arbitration and ADR as well as in 
commercial, business and investment laws. He is currently the Deputy Director and 
Secretary-General of the Cairo Regional Centre for International Commercial Arbitration 
(CRCICA) and Lecturer on international commercial arbitration at: the Institute of 
International Business Law (IDAI), Cairo University- Paris I Sorbonne; the English Section 
of the Faculty of Law, Cairo University; and the French Section of the Faculty of Law, Ain 
Shams University.   

He holds a Ph.D. in private law («The International Arbitrator and State Contracts», with 
the distinction très honorable avec les félicitations du jury) from the University of 
Montpellier I, France. Prior to this, he obtained a Diploma, DEA en Droit des Contrats 
d'Affaires, Business Law School, University of Montpellier I, France as well as a Master’s 
degree in International Business Law (LL.M), Institute of International Business Law 
(IDAI), Cairo University. 

He has acted as sole arbitrator, co-arbitrator and chairman of arbitral tribunals in 
numerous domestic and international commercial arbitrations (institutional and ad 

hoc). He has also acted as counsel, for private and public entities, including the Egyptian 
government, in many international commercial and investment arbitrations (under the 
Rules of CRCICA, UNCITRAL, ICC, AAA, ICSID and the GCC). He is the author and co-
author of several legal publications on arbitration (in Arabic, English and French), 
including the Chapter on Egypt of the World Arbitration Reporter (WAR). He has also 
spoken at several international conferences and seminars. He is an approved Tutor at 
the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb - London), a resource person for UNCTAD 
and the OECD, member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of Arab Arbitration issued 
by the Arab Union of International Arbitration, in addition to being one of the founders 
of the Egyptian Arbitration Forum (EAF). 

 COUNSELOR NASR MANSOUR SOLIMAN 

 Counselor Nasr Mansour Soliman is the Vice-President of the Egyptian Council of State. 
He is also the Legal Advisor for the Chairman of the General Authority for Investment 



 

 

(GAFI) since 1999, as well as the Legal Advisor for the General Authority for Special 
Economic Zones since 2006.  

Coun. Mansour received a law degree in 1983 and a Master degree of law in 1988. He 
joined the Egyptian Council of State in 1985. He proceeded in judicial positions until he 
occupied the post of vice president of the council of state in 2003.  

 He was a member of the Commission of the State Delegates (1985-1991), member of 
the Advisory Department at the Council of State (1999-2001). He has been a member of 
the Administrative Judiciary magazine since 2002. 

 

DR. RICHARD HAPP 

Dr. Richard Happ is Partner of the German law firm Luther in Hamburg, Germany. He 
recently co-authored a “Digest on ICSID Awards and Decisions”, Oxford University Press 
(2009). 

Dr. Happ advises and represents companies in disputes arising in the context of foreign 
transactions and particularly foreign investments. An important industry focus is the 
energy sector. He also advises and represents domestic and foreign companies in 
commercial law disputes with foreign and German parties. He is frequently appointed 
as an arbitrator. 

His recent experience includes:  

 Advising and representing a German group in ICSID arbitration against Ukraine. 

 Advising and representing a Swedish corporation in an investment dispute with 
Germany under the Energy Charter Treaty concerning the construction of a coal-
fired power plant. 

 Consultation and representation of an Eastern European state in several arbitration 
proceedings with foreign investors. 

 Legal expert witness for the Respondent governments in two investment treaty 
arbitrations (ICSID/Stockholm Chamber of Commerce). 

He studied law in Kiel and Surrey (England). During his postgraduate legal training, he 
worked among others at the legal department of the Secretariat of the Energy Charter 
Conference. Since 2001, he has worked as a litigation and dispute resolution lawyer in 
Luther’s Hamburg office. Dr. Happ lectures at regular intervals at specialist conferences 
and is the author of numerous publications with respect to international arbitration 
proceedings between companies and foreign states. 

 

MR. HAZIM RIZKANA 

Hazim Rizkana specializes in litigation and arbitration, banking, civil and commercial 
law, private law, aircraft finance, mergers and acquisitions, securities, trademarks and 
patents. He currently heads the Litigation and Securities Practices of the Baker & 
McKenzie’s Cairo office.  

He is a registered arbitrator with CRCICA and has acted as lead counsel in many ad hoc, 
ICC, ICSID and CRCICA arbitral proceedings.  

He is ranked as a leading lawyer in both Corporate Mergers & Acquisitions and Banking 
& Finance by Chambers Global 2008 and 2009. Having more than two decades of 
experience, he regularly acts as lead lawyer in the transactions he is involved in. 



Mr. Rizkana is a member of the American Chamber of Commerce in Egypt, and is 
actively involved in the Egyptian Association for the Protection of Intellectual Property. 

Mr. Rizkana is a graduate from the University of the Pacific (McGeorge), 1986, LL.M. 
and Zagazig University, 1982, B.A..  

 MR. MOHAMED MAHER ABDEL WAHED 

Mohamed Maher Abdel Wahed is the Executive Director of the Investors' Dispute 
Settlement Center, General Authority for Investment and Free Zones (GAFI), Seconded 
by the Ministry of Justice (since August 2009).  

He is also the Legal Advisor of GAFI, seconded by the Ministry of Justice (since 
November 2008). 

Mr. Maher is a Ph.D. candidate: Faculty Jean Monnet, Paris. He holds an M.A. in 
International law from the Institute of International Business Law, Faculty of Law, 
French Section, Cairo University, June 2001.  

 MR. GARY SAMPLINER 

Gary H. Sampliner is Senior Counsel at the Office of General Counsel (International 
Affairs), U.S. Department of the Treasury, where he has served since October 1998.  At 
Treasury, Mr. Sampliner has served as the Department’s counsel in all Bilateral 
Investment Treaties and the Investment chapters of Free Trade Agreements negotiated 
by the U.S. Government.  He also assists in the defense of arbitration claims under 
NAFTA and preparation of U.S. submissions in other investor-state arbitrations, 
addressing requests for U.S. government assistance from U.S. investors overseas, legal 
oversight of U.S. participation in the multilateral development banks, and international 
anticorruption efforts, such as helping to negotiate the U.N. Convention Against 
Corruption.   Prior to joining Treasury, Mr. Sampliner was an associate and partner at 
the Washington, D.C. office of the law firm of McKenna & Cuneo for 13 years, where he 
specialized in international and government contract litigation and arbitration.  
 
Mr. Sampliner has an A.B. degree from Amherst College, and J.D. and M.S.F.S. degrees 
from the Georgetown University Law Center and School of Foreign Service, 
respectively.  After graduation, he clerked for judges on the U.S. Claims Court and U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, and was a Guest Lecturer in international trade 
law at the People’s University of China in Beijing.  He also has been an adjunct professor 
at the Washington College of Law, American University, teaching International 
Commercial Arbitration. 

 

MR. MOATAZ HUSSEIN 

Moataz Hussein is an International Investment Agreements Officer at the General 
Authority for Investment & Free Zones (GAFI), Egyptian Ministry of Investment, since 
2002. He currently works in the International Cooperation Department belonging to the 
Chairman's office.  

His duties include working as a member of the sub-Department responsible for studying 
and negotiating International Investment Agreements (IIAs) concluded between Egypt 
and other countries and international groupings, being a member of the Egyptian 
negotiation team of IIAs. In addition, he is engaged in issues relating to international 
cooperation with some countries in the context of the joint committees  between Egypt 
and other countries representing the investment sector. 



 

 

Deriving from his jurisdiction, holding a Bachelor of  economics & political science from 
the Faculty of economics & political science at Cairo University, he worked before GAFI 
in many political and economic research centers ,beside working as a political editor in 
the Egyptian radio & TV Union, which granted him a diversified experience. He also 
holds a Master Degree in Public Administration from the Arab Academy for Sciences & 
Technologies, Arab League, Cairo.  He is a PhD Candidate at the PhD Program in Euro 
Mediterranean Advanced Studies at Faculty of Economics & Political Science, Cairo 
University in cooperation with a consortium of European universities. (Thesis on: “The 
Role of International Investment Agreements in Protecting National Security”).        

 DR. MOHAMED S. ABDEL WAHAB 

Dr. Mohamed S. E. Abdel Wahab (MCIArb.), Licence en Droit -LLB (CAI), LL.M (CAI), 
MPhil (MAN), Ph.D (MAN), CIArb Dip. International Commercial Arbitration (Balliol 
College, Oxford University) is an Assistant Professor of Law at the Faculty of Law, Cairo 
University, Egypt and Assistant Director of the English Section at the Faculty of Law 
(Cairo University). He has taught part-time on the LL.M, LL.B, and BA programs at 
Manchester and Manchester Metropolitan Universities, England. 

Dr. Abdel Wahab holds a number of visiting posts in Egypt and abroad. He is currently a 
Fellow of the National Centre for Technology and Dispute Resolution at the University 
of Massachusetts, Amherst, USA. Dr. Abdel Wahab is also an Adjunct Professor of Law 
and International Commercial Arbitration (Indiana University, USA), and Faculty 
Coordinator for the Indiana University LLM Program in Business and Comparative Law 
in Egypt. Dr. Abdel Wahab is a Founding Partner of Zulficar & Partners where he serves 
as the head of the Firm’s Arbitration and Project Finance/PPP Groups.  

Dr. Abdel Wahab also works as a Legal Advisor to the Board of Directors of CRCICA, and 
Counselor for International Legal Affairs and Contracts to the Information Technology 
Industry Development Agency (Ministry of Communications and Information 
Technology, Egypt). 

Dr. Abdel Wahab serves as a legal counsel in a number of international commercial 
arbitration disputes, and regularly sits as an arbitrator in ad hoc and institutional 
Arbitral Proceedings involving disputes across the commercial and investment 
spectrums. 

He is a member of the United Nations Expert Group on Online Dispute Resolution, and 
is affiliated with the Computer Crime Research Centre, Ukraine. Dr. Abdel Wahab is also 
considered a leading international and regional expert on Online Dispute Resolution 
and one of Egypt’s leading practitioners in International Commercial Arbitration, Project 
Finance, and Information Technology Law. 

His expertise lies in the field of: Online Dispute Resolution, International Commercial 
Arbitration (especially hotel management, information technology, sale of goods, and 
construction disputes), Competition Law, International Project Finance, Public Private 
Partnerships and International Contracts, Private International Law, and Information 
Technology Law. 



 

MR. MOHAMED SHELBAYA 

Mohamed Shelbaya is an Associate at Shearman & Sterling LLP, International 
Arbitration Practice, Paris. He is admitted to practice law in Cairo.  

Mohamed Shelbaya has extensive international arbitration experience:  

 Representation of a European defense multinational in its action to set aside an 
arbitral award for violation of European competition law.  

 Advising a Middle Eastern client in a $998 million dispute regarding the division 
of jointly held assets. 

 Advising a consortium of European conglomerates in connection with the 
applicable law provisions and dispute resolution mechanisms to be included in 
their $20 billion bid for a major energy project. 

 Representation of the subsidiary of a Middle Eastern conglomerate as Claimant 
in an ICC arbitration in London against one of its distributors in a dispute arising 
from the breach of a sales contract.   

 Representation of a construction company as Respondent in an ICC arbitration 
in Paris initiated by a European bank in relation to the construction and 
management of a high standard hospital.  

 Representation of the subsidiary of a Middle Eastern conglomerate as Claimant 
in an ICC arbitration in London against the main subsidiary and the holding 
company of an Asian conglomerate in a dispute arising from the breach of a 
sales contract.   

 Representation of an individual as Claimant in an ICC arbitration against a 
European bank in a dispute arising in connection with a $125 million financial 
security. 

 Administrative secretary to an ICC tribunal in a $375 million arbitration 
between a governmental authority and a leading construction company. 

Mohamed Shelbaya received his degrees from Oxford University, Magister Juris, 2008 
(Weidenfeld Scholar); Université Panthéon-Sorbonne (Paris I), Licence (2004), Maîtrise 
(LL.B.) (2005), Masters in Private International Law and International Business Law 
(2006); Université Panthéon-Assas (Paris II), Masters in Litigation, Arbitration and 
Alternative Dispute Resolution (2006); and Cairo University, Bachelor of Law (2005).  

 COUN. DR. BORHAN AMRALLAH 

Coun. Dr. Borhan Amrallah is Doctor of law; Chief justice of Cairo Court of Appeal 
(Egypt); justice of appellate Division of COMESA Court of Justice (Lusaka-Zambia); 
visiting law professor at Egyptian and foreign universities; Faculty member of National 
Centre for Judicial Studies (Egypt); Member of Comite francais de l’Arbitrage (Paris); 
Arbitrator ICC Egyptian and French National Committees, Cairo Regional Centre for 
International Commercial Arbitration (CRCICA), Court of Arbitration for Sport CAS 
(Lausanne).  

He was formerly employed as a) Legal & Insurance Affairs Manager of Qatar 
Petrochemical Co. (Qatar); b) Justice at Qatar High Court of Appeal; c) Legal Advisor of 
Ahly Bank (Kuwait); d) Assistant Minister of Justice for International Cooperation & 
Arbitration (Egypt); e) Chief Justice of Cairo Economic Court.  

 


