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About the MENA-OECD Governance Programme and the High Level Consultation 

Since 2005, the MENA-OECD Governance Programme has promoted policy reform efforts in 18 
participating MENA countries through peer dialogue and the sharing of good practices between 
policy makers, private sector and civil society representatives in MENA and OECD countries, as well 
as through assistance in the implementation of policy reform. 

The Programme is a very successful example of regional co-operation. It generates impact through 
a comprehensive approach that involves regional dialogue, peer review, definition of reform 
priorities and assistance in implementation to governance reforms. 

Past achievements provide good basis to undertake and open discussion and brainstorming on how 
better promote the good governance agenda in view of the unprecedented political developments 
that the Arab region is witnessing. The Arab Spring has shaken up the MENA region during the last 
few months and has focused the global attention. Citizens have called for democracy, they have 
denounced corruption, and pointed out the incapacity of economic policies to create jobs and 
provide social cohesion. In this scenario, governments have to respond to new dynamics and 
demands, at the same time that they are involved in deep processes of institutional reform. Access 
to good practice, dialogue on policy options and peer support to the process of reform can only 
benefit the final outcomes and the success of this transformation. 

The technical workshop will address two topics that will determine the governance agenda in the 
years to come in the MENA region: 

o Defining territorial development strategies, as a condition for sustainable economic growth 
and a key tool to reduce disparities and promote social cohesion.  

o Developing governance indicators, as a technical requirement to measure progress, set 
priorities and benchmarks and evaluate the impact and performance of national policies 
and international programmes of aid.   

Background documents: 

o Discussion notes on governance policy priorities in MENA countries 
o Calendar of recent and upcoming events of the MENA-OECD Governance Programme 

Recent publications: 

o The case of E- Government in the Palestinian Authority (2011) 
o Regulatory Consultation in the Palestinian Authority (2011) 
o Designing and implementing a Code of Conduct in the Civil Service: Benchmarking the Palestinian 

draft Code of Conduct (2011) 
o The Legislative Drafting Manuals of the Palestinian Authority (2011) 
o Report on Progress in Public Management in the Middle East and North Africa (2010) 
o Report on Progress in Public Management in the Middle East and North Africa, Arabic version 

(2011) 
o Implementing a Code of Conduct for the Public Sector in Jordan , OECD Joint Learning Study (2010)  
o Enhancing Integrity in Public Procurement in Morocco, OECD Joint Learning Study (2009) 
o Enhancing Integrity in Public Procurement in Yemen, OECD Joint Learning Study (2009) 

 

  

Background Information 
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Afternoon Sessions 
16 May 2011, Paris, France 

OECD Conference Center, 2 rue André Pascal, 75016 Paris 

Venue Room CC4 

14.30-15.30 

Session 1: Addressing Territorial Challenges to ensure Development and Cohesion 

Chair: Mr. Hamzah Jaradat, Economic Advisor to the Minister, Ministry of Finance, Jordan and 
National Coordinator of the MENA-OECD Governance Programme 

 

Objectives 

Social cohesion and equity in access to public services is at the heart of public concern in the 
MENA region. Both elements are determined by their territorial dimension, which has often 
been neglected by public policies, impeding the mobilisation of local resources and their 
contribution to job creation and human development. It is not accidental that the Tunisian 
revolution, which has shaken up the Arab region, started in a remote area, where the feelings 
of isolation and inequality were persisting.  

In this session, participants will discuss how territorial development strategies can support 
MENA countries in promoting sustainable economic growth and reduce disparities between 
territories and citizens. The path towards democracy is directly connected to the enhancement 
of institutional capacities at the sub national level, where the provision of public services and 
economic development takes place. The territorial dimension of public investment and the 
coherence of territorial approaches (urban, rural, environmental, multilevel governance) will be 
discussed in view of defining a renewed MENA-OECD strategy for territorial development. 

Interventions 

 Mr. Joaquim Olivera Martins, Head of Division, Regional Development Policy Division, 
Directorate for Public Governance and Territorial Development, OECD 

 Mr. Abouhani Abdelghani, Director General of Housing, Architecture and Territorial 
Planning, Ministry of Housing, Urbanism and Territorial Planning, Kingdom of Morocco 

 Mr. Ghazi Gherairi, Spokesman of the High Commission for the Realisation of 
Revolution Objectives, Political Reform and Democratic Transition, Tunisia  

Round table discussion 

15.30-15.45 Coffee Break 

15.45-16.45 
Session 2: Bridging the Gap: Governance Data and Indicators for Better Policies 

Chair: Mr. Ashraf Abdelwahab, Deputy to the Minister, Ministry of State for Administrative 
Development, Egypt 

 

Objectives 

Promoting governance more effectively requires better understanding of where countries 
stand and how they progress. Developing analytical frameworks and indicators that take 
account of government performance in the field of good governance remains a big challenge 
worldwide and in MENA countries in particular. Improving data collection and elaboration of 
indicators in the field of public governance would allow to better measure and evaluate the 
impact of national policies as well as of development projects, and programmes of financial 
support by multilateral institutions. 
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MENA countries have invited the OECD Secretariat to set the technical basis for the 
implementation of a MENA Governance Indicators and Capacities Project, which may result in a 
new flagship report as a tool to evaluate ongoing trends and measure progress in public sector 
reforms. The session will showcase how the planned project and publication can provide 
information describing key elements underlying government performance in the MENA region.  

Interventions 

 Mr. Ashraf Abdelwahab, Deputy to the Minister, Ministry of State for Administrative 
Development, Egypt 

 Mrs. Zsuzsanna Lonti, Senior Project Manager, Government at a Glance, Directorate for 
Public Governance and Territorial Development, OECD 

 Mr. Estephan Salameh, Special Advisor to the Minister, Ministry of Public 
Administration and Development, Palestinian Authority 

 OECD Secretariat, Presentation of the “BUSOLA - MENA Governance Indicators and 
Capacities project” 

Round table discussion 

16.45-17.30  

Closing session of the Governance technical workshop 

Chairs:  

H.E. Mr. Chris Hoornaert, Ambassador, Delegation of Belgium to the OECD, and Co-Chair of the 
MENA-OECD Governance Programme 

Mr. Azzeddine Diouri, Secretary-General, Ministry of Public Sector Modernisation, Kingdom of 
Morocco 

 

This session will discuss the thematic re-positioning of the Programme. Participants will be 
invited to share their views on the future orientations. 

Presentation on the thematic re-positioning of the Programme:  

 Mr. Martin Forst, Head of the Governance Reviews and Partnerships Division, 
Directorate for Public Governance and Territorial Development, OECD 

Tour de table,  open discussions and concluding remarks on the way ahead  

17.30-18.00 Joint closing session of the Governance and Investment Workshops 

 

Concluding remarks: 

 H.E. Mr. Mohammed Saâd El Alami, Minister Delegate to the Prime Minister in Charge of 
Public Sector Modernisation, Kingdom of Morocco and Chair of the MENA-OECD 
Governance Programme 

 Mr. Monkid Mestassi, Secretary General, Ministry of Economic and General Affairs, 
Kingdom of Morocco and Chair of the MENA-OECD Investment Programme (tbc) 

 H.E. Mr. Chris Hoornaert, Ambassador, Delegation of Belgium to the OECD and Co-Chair of 
the MENA-OECD Governance Programme  

 Mr. Luis Tejada Chacón, Deputy Permanent Representative, Delegation of Spain to the 
OECD and Co-Chair of the MENA-OECD Investment Programme  
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