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Background 

During the first three years of the Good Governance for Development (GfD) in Arab Countries 
Initiative, the Working Group IV on Public Service Delivery, Public Private Partnerships and 
Regulatory Reform has been focusing in assessing policy challenges in the MENA region, designing 
national action plans, and developing different capacity building and policy dialogue activities. 

Introduction 

The Capacity Building Regional Seminar on Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) is part of this work. The 
Prime Ministry of Turkey has kindly offered to host this seminar in the framework of the GfD 
Initiative, to be held on 20 November 2007 in Istanbul, Turkey.  

Focus on Regulatory Reform  

Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) has been highlighted as a key policy tool for regulatory 
management. RIA is not used systematically in the MENA region at the moment. In the framework of 
the GfD, the OECD Secretariat has been drafting documents to promote understanding of RIA and 
provide some of the building blocks to undertake RIA systematically.  

When improving regulation, there are basically two dimensions: (1) focus on the stock of regulation, 
(2) or focus on the flow or creation of regulation. 

The work on the first dimension of this GfD Working Group has concentrated on administrative 
simplification (or reduction of red tape). This work is developed in co-ordination with Working Group 
II on e-government and Administrative Simplification. 
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During the Initiative, more attention has been given to the second dimension, improving the flow of 
regulation, through initiatives to improve law drafting capacities and the introduction of RIA.   

Planning WG IV Future  

A MENA demand driven GfD Initiative 

This Initiative has been demand-driven from the beginning: MENA countries have drawn up the 
programme of work together with the OECD. The first three-year phase of the Initiative is coming to 
an end, and three more years have been approved by the OECD Council for its continuation. For the 
new phase, a more practical perspective could be foreseen. 

When reflecting on the future work of the GfD Working Group IV, three questions should be 
considered: What has been the focus until now? What are the priorities for participating countries? 
What can the OECD Secretariat, donor countries and countries in the region offer? 

A questionnaire was recently sent to delegates, the outcome of this exercise is still to be analysed in 
depth, but an initial summary indicates that: 

Regarding regulatory reform, answers given assigned more weight to law making capacities, 
including multi-lingual law drafting, guidelines for law drafting and integrating transparency 
principles and public consultation in the law drafting process. The analysis of economic and social 
impacts of regulations was ranked second. RIA is a dynamic tool that is intended to help law-drafters 
with evidence based information for policy design, an objective of both of these priority issues. 

Regarding administrative simplification, the use of tools to improve the relation between the public 
administration and regulatory users was repeatedly pointed out as relevant. RIA plays an important 
role in communicating results of regulatory activities to rule users, improving their knowledge about 
the promulgated regulation and promoting compliance. 

In the short term, there are three main topics that have been identified as priorities. Support in 
different countries to host capacity building activities has been offered and the OECD Secretariat is 
able to bring resources together to focus on:  improving capacities for quality law making in the 
MENA region,  creating institutional capacities for regulatory management through the set up or 
consolidation of oversight bodies for regulatory quality, and integrating administrative simplification 
strategies to contribute to business and investment-friendly environments. 

For comments and contribution to future work 

During the regional seminar on 20 November 2007, participants are asked to contribute to this 
reflection and to build the future work of GfD WG IV. Comments during the seminar and after will be 
most welcomed. To participate please contact either Mr. Pedro Andres-Amo (tel. +33 145249611, 
fax +33 145241668, pedro.andresamo@oecd.org) or Ms. Delia Rodrigo, Working Group IV 
Coordinator (tel. +33 145241653, fax +33 145241668, delia.rodrigo@oecd.org), both Policy Analysts 
in the OECD Secretariat.  


