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The United States commends the OECD and its MENA partner countries for their 

joint commitment to advancing good governance. 

 

Good governance is a priority for the Obama administration and for Secretary 

Clinton.  As President Obama said in Accra in July, “In the 21st century, capable, 

reliable, and transparent institutions are the key to success.” 

 

The U.S. has supported the development of international commitments on 

combating corruption, such as the OECD antibribery convention and the UN 

convention against corruption. 

 

Over 10 countries in the region have ratified the UN convention against corruption, 

which provides a road map for good governance and anticorruption reform. 

 

The U.S. has supported training and sent expert advisors to help countries build 

capacity to implement reform. 

 

In 2008, the United States provided a total of over $760 million globally in 

anticorruption efforts and to strengthen related areas of governance.  

 

The U.S. government is proud to support the OECD in this work and intends to 

continue its support. 

 

We also support the objectives of the OECD-MENA governance work by funding 

bilateral programs in governance, anticorruption, and related areas in many 

countries in the region. 

 

The OECD and its partners in the MENA countries have made important advances 

in raising the level and depth of policy dialogue and reform on governance. 

 

Joint learning studies and related policy instruments and approaches are giving 

country reforms concrete tools, through peer assessments and benchmarking, in 

important areas such as public procurement reform. 

 

The focus on government purchases and other aspects of sound public 

administration is all the more important in the context of the global financial crisis.  



Measures to ensure that scarce public resources are spent legitimately and 

transparently – and that stimulus and assistance flows are used for their intended 

purposes – are especially critical in this environment. 

 

We cannot talk about good governance without talking about corruption.  In that 

regard, we commend the OECD’s partnership with the UNDP program on 

governance in the Arab region (UNDP-POGAR) to encourage and support policy 

dialogue and capacity building on anticorruption.   

 

With collaboration from the OECD, the UN governance program launched in July 

2008 a first-ever MENA regional network of anticorruption governmental experts 

and bodies. 

 

We strongly support the continuation of this fruitful partnership and of the focus on 

policies and tools to combat the scourge of corruption.  We call on other donors to 

consider supporting OECD and UNDP in this partnership as well. 

 

Finally, as an important complement to today’s focus on investment and 

governance, the OECD-MENA initiative may wish to consider collaborating with 

other stakeholders such as UNDP on a justice ministerial in 2010 to maintain a 

forward-thinking agenda on these issues in the region, particularly with regard to 

the justice sector. 

 


