	Matrix Classification:

· Country:  Italy

· Environmental Objective(s): Landscape

· Type(s) of Measure: Payments based on farm fixed assets


	Policy


	Provisions for protection and enhancement of rural architecture

	Agency 
	Ministry for Cultural heritage (Ministero per i Beni e le Attività culturali),

Ministry of agriculture, Ministry of Environment, regions

	Relevant Legislation


	Law 378 of 24 December 2003

	Overall Objective


	Conservation and valorisation of rural architecture (built between XII and XIX century)

	Delivery mechanism


	The Law provides definitions of types of rural architecture. The regions identify settlements of rural architecture and devise plans for recovery, requalification and enhancement. The law sets up a national fund.

Maximum payment amounts at 50% of the investment cost.

	Targets

· Thresholds

· Minimum standards
	

	When Applied


	Applicable since 2003 (but it has not been applied yet as no such projects have been identified and realised)

	Time Duration 


	

	Coverage: national/regional

Voluntary/compulsory

Eligibility
	National through regional plans

Voluntary

	Costs


	To the national budget: Budgeted expenditure of EUR 8 million euro per year for 2003 – 2005. Real expenditure 0.

	Participation/ coverage/results


	

	How is programme monitored/evaluated
	

	Further information


	


	Matrix Classification:
· Country: ITALY

· Environmental Objective(s): Biodiversity
· Type(s) of Measure: Payment based on farming practices


	Policy
	Environmental compensation for conservation of  vegetable species threatened with genetic erosion

	Agency 
	Region

	Relevant Legislation


	Regional Rural Development Programme based on Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999

	Overall Objective


	Preserve local species and conserve genetic resources of domestic crops

	Delivery mechanism


	Annual payments per hectare of land involved in the measure at the average rate of EUR 394 



	Targets

· Thresholds

· Minimum standards
	

	When Applied


	2000-2006

	Time Duration 


	5 years programme

	Coverage: national/regional

Voluntary/compulsory

Eligibility
	6 Regions: Bolzano, Trentino, Emilia Romagna, Toscana, Umbria, Lazio 

Voluntary participation



	Costs


	To Government (taxpayers)
Community co-financing 50% (75% in Objective 1 area)

Note: Payments under this programme are mentioned as biodiversity in the table.

	Participation/ coverage/results


	431hectares were associated to the measure by 2002 

	How is programme monitored/evaluated


	The RDP is monitored and evaluated in accordance with the rules stipulated in Council regulation 1257/99. An independent investigator is appointed to accomplish a mid-term evaluation report for each regional programme.

	Further information

	www.politicheagricole.it/sviluppo/


	Matrix Classification:
· Country: ITALY

· Environmental Objective(s): Biodiversity
· Type(s) of Measure: Payment based on farming practices


	Policy
	Environmental compensation for local breeds threatened with extinction

	Agency 

	Region

	Relevant Legislation


	Regional Rural Development Programme based on Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999

	Overall Objective


	Preserve local breeds and conserve genetic resources of domestic animals

	Delivery mechanism


	Annual payments for specific breeds at the average rate of EUR 140 per livestock unit (LU)

	Targets

· Thresholds

· Minimum standards
	The target is to conserve enough amounts of adult purebred breeds to secure the continued existence of the breeds.

	When Applied


	2000-2006

	Time Duration 


	5 year programme

	Coverage: national/regional

Voluntary/compulsory

Eligibility
	Whole country (applied in all regions except Marche, Abruzzo, Molise, Campania, Basilicata, Calabria, and Sardegna)
Voluntary participation

	Costs


	To Government (taxpayers) 

Community co-financing 50% (75% in Objective 1 area)

Note: Payments under this programme are mentioned as Endangered breeds in the table 

	Participation/ coverage/results


	45.542 livestock units were associated to the measure by 2003.

	How is programme monitored/evaluated


	The RDP is monitored and evaluated in accordance with the rules stipulated in Council regulation 1257/99. An independent investigator is appointed to accomplish a mid-term evaluation report for each regional programme.

	Further information

	www.politicheagricole.it/sviluppo/ 


	Matrix Classification:
· Country: ITALY

· Environmental Objective(s): Soil and Water conservation
· Type(s) of Measure: Payment based on farming practices


	Policy
	Environmental compensation for extensification of crop or animal production (through rotation, minimum tillage, buffer strips, cover crops, maintenance of irrigation infrastructures)

	Agency 

	Regions

	Relevant Legislation

	Regional Rural Development Programme based on Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999

	Overall Objective

	Reduce soil erosion and nutrient leaching from arable land into water

	Delivery mechanism
	Annual payments at the average maximum rate of EUR 315 per hectare. 

To obtain this payment, farmer must comply with conservative methods that go beyond good agricultural practice in order to:

- Increase soil organic matter trough burying crop residue, adding organic ammendants, manure; 
- Farmers must calculate a simplified balance for the organic substance and have a nutrient management plan; 
- Other supported practices are grass strips along waterways, winter cover crops, and conservation tillage.

	Targets

· Thresholds

· Minimum standards
	· Vary within the regions, i.e. adding a minimum of 25 tons/ha of dry organic matter over the 5 years (Piemonte)

· To go beyond Good agricultural practice

	When Applied

	2000-2006

	Time Duration 


	5 years programme

	Coverage: national/regional

Voluntary/compulsory

Eligibility
	Whole country (all Regions except Toscany, Molise, Campania, Puglia, Basilicata, Calabria, and Sardegna)
Voluntary participation



	Costs


	To Government (taxpayers) 

Community co-financing 50% (75% in Objective 1 area)

Note: Payments under this programme are mentioned as extensification in the tables with coverage and payments

	Participation/ coverage/results


	93.365 hectares were associated to the measure by 2003.

	How is programme monitored/evaluated


	The RDP is monitored and evaluated in accordance with the rules stipulated in Council regulation 1257/99. An independent investigator is appointed to accomplish a mid-term evaluation report for each regional programme.

	Further information

	www.politicheagricole.it/sviluppo/ 


	Matrix Classification:
· Country: ITALY

· Environmental Objective(s): Soil quality, Water quality, Other sustainable resource practices
· Type(s) of Measure: Payment based on farming practices


	Policy

	Environmental compensation for introducing or maintaining Integrated Production 

	Agency

	Region 

	Relevant Legislation


	Regional Rural Development Programme based on Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999

	Overall Objective


	To reduce substantially the use of fertilizers and/or plant protection products

	Delivery mechanism


	Annual payments per hectare at the average rate of EUR 500 for horticulture and fruit, and EUR 100 for grains.
To obtain these payments farmers must comply with rules that concern the crop rotations, the type and the quantities and the method of use of fertilizers and pesticides that go beyond good agricultural practice (GAP).
Note: The maximum rates are the same as for organic production, but average payments are higher for organic production. Payments are modulated by culture and areas. Farmer must comply with disciplinary of production established at regional level.

	Targets

· Thresholds

· Minimum standards
	The target is to reduce substantially the use of fertilizers and/or plant protection products
The minimum standards are defined in each regional plan and may differ. On average the use of fertilizers must be at least 20-30% below the GAP

The nitrate from leaching from livestock activities must be reduced by 20% below the limit fixed by law.

	When Applied


	2000-2006

	Time Duration 


	5 years programme

	Coverage: national/regional

Voluntary/compulsory

Eligibility
	All regions Regions except Trento Val d’Aosta, Puglia, Basilicata, Calabria, and Sardegna.
Voluntary participation



	Costs


	To Government (taxpayers) 

Community co-financing 50% (75% in Objective 1 area)

Note: Payments under this programme are mentioned as Integrated Agriculture in the table with coverage and payments

	Participation/ coverage/results


	697.897 hectares were associated to the measure by 2002.

	How is programme monitored/evaluated


	The RDP is monitored and evaluated in accordance with the rules stipulated in Council regulation 1257/99. An independent investigator is appointed to accomplish a mid-term evaluation report for each regional programme.

	Further information

	www.politicheagricole.it/sviluppo/ 


	Matrix Classification:
· Country: ITALY

· Environmental Objective(s): Biodiversity, Landscape
· Type(s) of Measure: Payment based on farming practices


	Policy

	Environmental compensation for valuable natural and cultural heritage environment in farming areas 

	Agency 
	Region



	Relevant Legislation


	Regional Rural Development Programme based on Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999

	Overall Objective


	Conserve and enhance the flora and fauna, landscape and cultural values linked with the land use for farming and to conserve the farming traditions.

	Delivery mechanism


	Annual payments per hectare at the average rate of EUR 823.
To obtain this payment farmers must preserve or realize one or more elements of the agrosystem with high environmental or landscape value such as: hedges, woods, small lakes and ponds, wetland zones, trails, terraces, stone walls etc.

	Targets

· Thresholds

· Minimum standards
	The introduction of elements with high environmental value must concern at least 5-10% of UAA.

Standards are defined with respect to each natural element

	When Applied


	2000-2006

	Time Duration 


	5 years programme

	Coverage: national/regional

Voluntary/compulsory

Eligibility
	Whole country except Regions Valle d’Aosta, Molise, and Calabria

Voluntary participation



	Costs


	To Government (taxpayers) 

Community co-financing 50% (75% in Objective 1 area)

Note:Payments under this programme are mentioned as landscape in the table with coverage and payment data.

	Participation/ coverage/results


	30.169 hectares were associated to the measure by 2003.

	How is programme monitored/evaluated


	The RDP is monitored and evaluated in accordance with the rules stipulated in Council regulation 1257/99. An independent investigator is appointed to accomplish a mid-term evaluation report for each regional programme.

	Further information

	www.politicheagricole.it/sviluppo/ 


	Matrix Classification:
· Country: ITALY

· Environmental Objective(s): Soil quality, Water quality, Other sustainable resource practices
· Type(s) of Measure: Payment based on farming practices


	Policy

	Environmental compensation for introducing or maintaining Organic Production 

	Agency

	Region 

	Relevant Legislation


	Regional Rural Development Programme based on Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999

	Overall Objective


	To reduce substantially the use of fertilizers and/or plant protection products

	Delivery mechanism


	Annual payments per hectare at the average rate of EUR 500 for horticulture and fruit, EUR 100 for grains 

Farmers must comply with Reg (CEE) 2092/91 on 100% of their agricultural land.

	Targets

· Thresholds

· Minimum standards
	

	When Applied


	2000-2006

	Time Duration 


	5 years programme

	Coverage: national/regional

Voluntary/compulsory

Eligibility
	Whole country 

Voluntary participation



	Costs


	To Government (taxpayers) 

Community co-financing 50% (75% in Objective 1 area)

Note: Payments under this programme are mentioned as organic production in the table. 

	Participation/ coverage/results


	606.581 hectares were associated to the measure by 2003.

	How is programme monitored/evaluated


	The RDP is monitored and evaluated in accordance with the rules stipulated in Council regulation 1257/99. An independent investigator is appointed to accomplish a mid-term evaluation report for each regional programme.

	Further information
	www.politicheagricole.it/sviluppo/ 




	Matrix Classification:
· Country: ITALY

· Environmental Objective(s): Soil and  Water conservation
· Type(s) of Measure: Payment based on farming practices


	Policy
	Environmental compensation for extensive forage production trough:

· Conservation of permanent pastures

· Conversion of arable land into extensive grassland

	Agency


	Region

	Relevant Legislation


	Regional Rural Development Programme based on Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999

	Overall Objective

	Reduce soil erosion and nutrient leaching from arable land into water

	Delivery mechanism


	Annual payments per hectare at the average rate of EUR 315 for arable land converted into grassland and EUR 123 for conservation of permanent pastures.

Rules to comply with vary at regional level. On average, to obtain the payment farmers have to comply with the following limitations:

- no use of chemical pesticides; 
- use fertilizer limited to 50 units of N/ha (in some cases no use of fertilizers); 
- animal density limited to 1.4 LU/ha; and

- farmers must also comply with other rules related to the control of water flooding.

	Targets

· Thresholds

· Minimum standards
	

	When Applied


	2000-2006

	Time Duration


	5 year programme

	Coverage: national/regional

Voluntary/compulsory

Eligibility


	Conservation of permanent pastures: all Regions except Toscany, Marche, Campania, Calabria, Sardegna
Conversion of arable land into extensive grassland : Regions: Lombardia, Veneto, Friuli, Emilia Romagna, Umbria, Lazio, Campania, Puglia, Basilicata, Sicilia

Voluntary participation

	Costs


	To Government (taxpayers) 

Community co-financing 50% (75% in Objective 1 area)

Note: Payments under this programme are mentioned as Conservation of permanent pastures and Conversion of arable land into extensive grassland in the table 

	Participation/ coverage/results

	17.209 hectares for conversion of arable land and 598.574 hectares for pasture conservation were associated to these measures by 2003.

	How is programme monitored/evaluated
	The RDP is monitored and evaluated in accordance with the rules stipulated in Council regulation 1257/99. An independent investigator is appointed to accomplish a mid-term evaluation report for each regional programme.

	Further information

	www.politicheagricole.it/sviluppo/ 


	Matrix Classification:
· Country: ITALY

· Environmental Objective(s): Protection from fires, soil protection
· Type(s) of Measure: Payment based on farming practices


	Policy

	Environmental compensation for upkeep of abandoned farmland or woodland 

	Agency


	Region

	Relevant Legislation


	Regional Rural Development Programme based on Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999

	Overall Objective


	Prevent fire and reduce the risk of floods

	Delivery mechanism


	Annual payments per hectare at the average rate of EUR 311 per hectare of agricultural land and EUR 329 per hectare of woodland.
To obtain the payment farmers must keep land in good conditions in order to prevent fires and water flooding. There are constraints on the type of land use (pasture, woods, and types of agricultural use) with respect to the type of landscape and the type of land use before abandonment.

	Targets

· Thresholds

· Minimum standards
	

	When Applied


	2000-2006

	Time Duration 

	5 years programme

	Coverage: national/regional

Voluntary/compulsory

Eligibility
	Whole country except Regions Piemonte, Valle d’Aosta, Bolzano, Umbria, Basilicata and Calabria under Reg. 2078/92, 
Whole country except Trento, Marche and Umbria under Reg. 1257/99.

Voluntary participation 

	Costs


	To Government (taxpayers) 

Community co-financing 50% (75% in Objective 1 area)

Note: Payments under this programme are mentioned as upkeep of abandoned land in the table 

	Participation/ coverage/results


	7.444 hectares of agricultural land and 13.084 hectares of woodland were associated to the measure by 2003.

	How is programme monitored/evaluated
	The RDP is monitored and evaluated in accordance with the rules stipulated in Council regulation 1257/99. An independent investigator is appointed to accomplish a mid-term evaluation report for each regional programme.

	Further information

	www.politicheagricole.it/sviluppo/ 


	Matrix Classification:

· Country: ITALY

· Environmental Objective(s): Soil and  Water conservation
· Type(s) of Measure: Payment based farming practices 


	Policy
	Environmental compensation for extensification animal production through reduction of animal intensity per hectare

	Agency


	Regions

	Relevant Legislation


	Regional Rural Development Programme based on Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999

	Overall Objective


	Reduce soil erosion and nutrient leaching from arable land into water

	Delivery mechanism


	Annual payments at the average rate of EUR 253 per LU
To obtain the payment farmers must reduce animal density below 2 LU/ha.

	Targets

· Thresholds

· Minimum standards
	

	When Applied


	2000-2006

	Time Duration

	5 years programme

	Coverage: national/regional

Voluntary/compulsory

Eligibility
	Whole country (all regions)
Voluntary participation



	Costs


	To Government (taxpayers) 

Community co-financing 50% (75% in Objective 1 area)

Note:Payments under this programme are mentioned as LU reduction in the table

	Participation/ coverage/results


	219 LU were associated to the measure by 2003.
The measure has been abandoned in the new programs because of very low participation

	How is programme monitored/evaluated


	The RDP is monitored and evaluated in accordance with the rules stipulated in Council regulation 1257/99. An independent investigator is appointed to accomplish a mid-term evaluation report for each regional programme.

	Further information

	www.politicheagricole.it/sviluppo/ 



	Matrix Classification:
· Country: ITALY

· Environmental Objective(s): Soil and  Water conservation, biodiversity
· Type(s) of Measure: Payment based on resource retirement


	Policy

	Environmental compensation for long term set aside


	Agency

	Region

	Relevant Legislation


	Regional Rural Development Programme based on Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999

	Overall Objective


	Reduce soil erosion and nutrient leaching from arable land into water, Constitution of areas with high environmental value

	Delivery mechanism


	Annual payments per hectare of arable land put in a long term (20 years) set-aside, at the average rate of EUR 661

	Targets

· Thresholds

· Minimum standards
	

	When Applied


	2000-2006

	Time Duration 


	5 year programme

	Coverage: national/regional

Voluntary/compulsory

Eligibility
	Whole country except Regions Valle d’Aosta, Bolzano, Trento, Liguria, Campania, and Calabria under reg. 2078/92, only
Whole country except Regions Emilia Romagna and Molise under Reg. 1257/99.
Voluntary participation

	Costs


	To Government (taxpayers) 

Community co-financing 50% (75% in Objective 1 area)

Note: Payments under this programme are mentioned as long term set aside in the table 

	Participation/ coverage/results


	46.295 hectares were associated to the measure by 2003.

	How is programme monitored/evaluated


	The RDP is monitored and evaluated in accordance with the rules stipulated in Council regulation 1257/99. An independent investigator is appointed to accomplish a mid-term evaluation report for each regional programme.

	Further information 


	www.politicheagricole.it/sviluppo/ 



	Matrix Classification:

· Country:  Italy

· Environmental Objective(s): Generic/Broad Spectrum
· Type(s) of Measure: Cross-Compliance 


	Policy

	Cross-compliance mechanism

	Agency


	Ministry for Agricultural and Forestry Policies 

	Relevant Legislation


	EC Regulation n.1782/03

EC Regulation n.796/04

Ministerial Decree 5/08/2004

	Overall Objective


	Better integration of environment into the Common Market Organisations Compliance with environmental regulation at EU, National and Regional level

	Delivery mechanism


	Reduction or exclusion of direct payments aid granted to farmers who fail to comply with environmental obligations. Cross compliance requirements have been established with regard to:

Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) - Presidential Decree n.357/1997 – Ministry of Environment Decree n. 130/2000

Habitat Directive (92/43/EEC) - 
Nitrate Directive (91/676/EEC) – Leg. Decree n. 152/1999
Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC)
The requirement to keep all farmland in good agricultural and environmental condition with regard to soil protection (erosion and organic matter content), habitat protection (permanent pastures and set aside land), olive orchards, landscape (maintenance of terraces)

	Targets

· Thresholds

· Minimum standards
	Minimum standards are defined at regional level by the Good Agronomic and Environmental Conditions 

	When Applied

	Since 2005

	Time Duration


	

	Coverage: national/regional

Voluntary/compulsory

Eligibility
	The Regulation is applicable to payments granted directly to farmers on arable land, on set aside land, on permanent pastures, on olive trees, on every other agricultural area that benefits of direct payments

	Costs


	To farmers (as a percentage of direct payment)

To National Paying Agency (Control)

	Participation/ coverage/results

	Whole country: estimated coverage is 8 millions hectares

	How is programme monitored/evaluated
	The programme is monitored by a Ministerial Committee. Controls are performed by the National Payment Agency (AGEA)

	Further information

	www.politicheagricole/sviluppo/.it 



	Matrix Classification:

· Country: ITALY

· Environmental Objective(s): Reduce pollution

· Type(s) of Measure: Environmental Taxes/Charges


	Policy

	Ecotax on chemical inputs (phytosanitary products and fertilisers) 

	Agency


	Ministry for Agricultural Policies

	Relevant Legislation


	Art. 123 Law n. 388/ 2000 (Finance Act 2001)

Ministerial Decree 3/1/2002

	Overall Objective


	Reduce pollution resulting from the use of chemicals

	Delivery mechanism


	Chemical inputs sellers must pay a tax calculated on the base of 2% their sales. Funds raised by taxation are financing research in agriculture for low environmental impact practices, to carry out informative promotional campaigns about organic, typical and traditional products and to draw up and publicise codes of good agricultural practice.

	Targets

· Thresholds

· Minimum standards
	

	When Applied

	Since 2002

	Time Duration


	

	Coverage: national/regional

Voluntary/compulsory

Eligibility
	National

Compulsory

	Costs

	To input users

	Participation/ coverage/results

	

	How is programme monitored/evaluated
	

	Further information


	www.politicheagricole.it 
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