
 

 1 

Unofficial translation provided by the Swedish Ministry of Justice 

 
Provisions of the Law amending the Penal Code 

(SFS 2004:404) 
(entry into force: 1 July 2004) 

 
Chapter 17, section 7 

A person who gives, promises or offers a bribe or other improper reward to an employee or other 
person defined in Chapter 20, Section 2, for that person or for anyone else, for the exercise of official 
duties, shall be sentenced for bribery to a fine or imprisonment for at most two years.  

If the crime is gross, imprisonment for at least six months and at most six years shall be 
imposed. 

Chapter 17 Section 17 

In some cases of bribery a public prosecutor may only prosecute if the crime is reported for 
prosecution by the employer or principal of the person exposed to bribery or if prosecution is called for 
in the public interest. This applies if bribery has been committed in relation to someone who  
1. is not an employee of the State or a local authority, 
2. is not defined by Chapter 20, Section 2, second paragraph, points 1-4, 8 or 9 and 
3. is not a minister of a foreign state or member of the legislative assembly of a foreign state. 

Chapter 20, Section 2 

An employee who, for himself or herself or for anyone else, receives, accepts a promise of or 
demands a bribe or other improper reward for the performance of his duties, shall be sentenced for 
taking a bribe to a fine or imprisonment for at most two years. The same shall apply if the employee 
committed the act before obtaining the post or after leaving it. If the crime is gross, imprisonment for at 
most six years shall be imposed. 

The provisions of the first paragraph in respect of an employee shall also apply to: 
1. a member of a directorate, administration, board, committee or other such agency belonging to the 
State, a municipality, county council, association of local authorities […] or social insurance office, 
2. a person who exercises a assignment regulated by statute, 
3. a member of the armed forces under the Act on Disciplinary Offences by Members of the Armed 
Forces, etc. (1986:644), or other person performing an official duty prescribed by Law, 
4. a person who, without holding an appointment or assignment as aforesaid, exercises public authority,  
5. a person who, in case other than stated in points 1-4, by reason of a position of trust has been given 
the task of  

a) managing another’s legal or financial affaires, 
b) conduct a scientific investigation, 
c) independently handling an assignment requiring qualified technical knowledge or 
d) exercising supervision over the management of such affaires or assignment in points a, b or c, 

6. a minister of a foreign state, member of the legislative assembly of a foreign state or a member 
of a body of a foreign state which corresponds to those referred to in 1. 
7. a person who, without holding an employment or assignment as aforesaid, exercises public 
authority in a foreign state or a foreign assignment as arbitrator, 
8. a member of supervisory body, governing body or parliamentary assembly of a public 
international or supranational organisation of which Sweden is a member, and  
9. a judge or official of an international court whose jurisdiction is accepted by Sweden. 



 

 2 

Chapter 20 Section 5 

A prosecutor may, without hindrance of other provisions which may exist, prosecute crimes through 
which a national or local government employee or other person referred to in Section 2, second 
paragraph, points 1-4, has neglected his obligations in the exercise of his appointment or assignment.  

However, notwithstanding what is said in the first paragraph, the following shall apply:  
1. the provisions of this Code specifying that prosecution may not take place without the authority of 
the Government or by a person empowered by the Government, and 
2. the provisions of any other statute or statutory instrument concerning prosecution of an act for which 
a punishment may be imposed only if the act is committed by a holder of an appointment or 
assignment as defined in the first  paragraph. 

If a crime of taking a bribe has been committed by a person not covered by the first paragraph or by 
Section 2 second paragraph 8 or 9 and who is not a minister of a foreign state or member of the 
legislative assembly of a foreign state, a prosecutor may bring an action only if the crime is reported 
for prosecution by the employer or principal or if prosecution is called for in the public interest. 

Unless otherwise prescribed for a given case, a prosecutor may prosecute a breach of professional 
confidentiality existing for the benefit of an aggrieved person only if the latter reports the crime for 
prosecution or if prosecution is called for in the public interest. 

Prosecution for crimes committed in the exercise of the appointment or assignment by a Member of 
Parliament, Minister, Justice of the Supreme Court, Justice of the Supreme Administrative Court or 
holder of an appointment or assignment with the Parliament or its organs is subject to separate 
provisions.  

 


