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SPEECH: BRUNO FERRARI GARCÍA DE ALBA, MINISTER OF THE 

ECONOMY, MEXICAN MINISTRY OF THE ECONOMY.  

Andrew Wyckoff, Director of the Directorate for Science, Technology and Industry of the 

OECD, Jacqueline Peschard, President Commissioner of the Federal Institute for Access to 

Information and Data Protection (IFAI), friends, ladies and gentlemen, businessmen, 

friends from the media, federal government authorities, authorities from the OECD and 

other authorities gathered here today:   

It gives me great pleasure to be here today with all of you. I am very happy to participate 

in this event, and most of all I would like to thank the invitation. I would like to 

congratulate the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, the OECD, 

and the Federal Institute for Access to Information and Data Protection (IFAI) for their 

collaboration in the opportune organisation of this important forum, as well as the 

participation of research centres, companies and organisations joining us here today. 

Thank you very much for being here.   

This event is the ideal forum for the Exchange of experiences regarding the protection of 

personal data. It is an open space to generate ideas, which allows us to talk about the 

proposals we will have to turn into concrete actions to benefit the citizens in all our 

countries. Also, the organization of this event complements the efforts of the 33rd 

International Conference of Data Protection and Privacy Commissioners, on which will be 

held on November 2-3. Both events represent the ideal framework to analyse Mexico’s 

recent accomplishments as regards privacy and data protection, such as the recent 

publication of the Federal Law on Protection of Personal Data held by Private Parties. In 

this world that develops so quickly, in a society in which the expression of the world of 

ideas is every time more and more tangible, information has become an additional 

production factor and a true driving force for economic growth through the 

democratization of the access to better opportunities thanks to the new technologies. Just 

to give you an example, in 1984 there were 1300 scientific researchers working in 

connection with Conacyt, the National Council for Science and Technology; for 2012 we 

are going to have 50 thousand grant holders studying PhDs. This is just for you to see 

how the changes have been happening and how important this subject is for our country 

and for the world.   

The proper use of information represents an innovation and growth source for the 

countries. For the citizens, the capacity to make business or to manage themselves 

properly in the markets depends to a great extent on the information they can generate, 

obtain and process. This is why our democratic consolidation necessarily goes through the 

complete access to public information, which was speeded up approximately one decade 
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ago with the publication of the Federal Transparency and Access to Public Government 

Information Law and the creation of its guarantor agency, the IFAI. This ended the times 

in which knowing what was the salary of a civil servant or the amount of international 

reserves in the country, was practically state secret.   Access to information somehow 

empowered the Mexican people and provided them with better tools as citizens and 

economic agents. However, reforms by themselves as regards transparency. The truth is 

that access to information refers not only to transparency but also to an individual’s right 

to privacy, something that has to be taken great care of, which is why in Mexico we are 

working also to guarantee the protection of personal data in the public and private 

sectors. In 2010 we amended our Political Constitution with the aim of stating as a 

constitutional guarantee the right of the persons to the protection of their personal data 

by issuing the Federal Law on Protection of Personal Data held by Private Parties. The 

Mexicans have a legislation that states very clear obligations for individuals and legal 

entities that have databases of personal data, so they adopt measures to ensure that the 

information will be properly safeguarded and that it will not be used for purposes different 

from those authorized by the data owner. All the companies despite their size are bound 

to observe this law. This statute sets the foundations to build a regulatory framework that 

seeks to ensure the security and privacy of personal data without creating unnecessary 

burdens to the economic activity. In this way we achieve a modern regulation compatible 

with best practices and principles worldwide that promotes the development of commerce 

without risking the privacy of individuals. We are building a mechanism that will enable 

our country to turn into a safe harbour in information, which will in turn complement its 

other strengths as an investment destination and bolster up institutional life to boost the 

economic activity, as Mexico is now such an important logistic node for exports in the 

world. How are we doing it? First of all, we worked in modern and effective Regulations to 

the Law in order to facilitate its compliance with and reduce unnecessary costs. This is 

why we are working together with companies in order to turn the protection of personal 

data into an everyday business practice that brings solid and tangible benefits to the 

citizens. We are building better instruments for the protection of personal data with the 

participation of enterprises and other agencies.    

Secondly, we are making the guidelines as regards the protection of personal data more 

accessible and clearer for the companies. The Ministry of the Economy and the IFAI, as 

regulatory and guarantor authority, respectively, prepared a practical guide to generate 

the Privacy Notice and the recommendations to designate the person or department 

responsible for the personal data with the aim of guiding those responsible for the 

processing of personal data, in the development, design and diffusion of the privacy 

notice, which has to come into effect when the profile and duties of said person or 

department are defined.   



 OECD’s Event “Current Developments in Privacy  
Frameworks: Towards Global Interoperability” 

Tuesday November 1st, 2011 

 

 
 
 

Thirdly, we are defining the parameters for the self-regulation models, which is why we 

are building mechanisms to complement the Law and the Regulations through the 

voluntary adoption of schemes generated by the governed individuals themselves as 

regards the characteristics of each sector. In this way we establish good practices and set 

the example in certain sectors, for the rest of the companies. They say words have the 

power to move but the example has the power to move along, which is why our efforts in 

this sense are very important.    

Fourthly, we are building a true privacy culture. Mexico is a country that just started its 

path as regard the protection of personal data, in a context in which the companies still do 

not protect the privacy of their customers or users, which is why we are working in 

generating knowledge as regards this subject based on the OECD’s experience of more 

than 30 years.  

Friends, in Mexico access to public information and privacy protection are two sides of the 

same coin; one cannot exist without the other because they are both necessary and at the 

same time, complementary. As the Swiss philosopher Benjamin Constant once said, the 

freedom of the ancients consisted of the right to participate in public life, as opposed to 

the freedom of the modern people, which consists of the right to take refuge in the private 

life without being disturbed.   

In the scope of the 30th anniversary of the OECD Guidelines on the Protection of Privacy 

and Transborder Flows of Personal Data, there has been considerable progress in the 

subject. In Mexico we are building a unique system for the protection of personal data in 

Latin America, which will enable us to be more competitive. With events such as this 

forum we are turning privacy into the cornerstone of the citizen’s freedom. Again, I am 

very glad to see so many nations, so many people, so many important figures gathered 

here today to discuss such an important subject not only for Mexico, but the region and 

the world. Thank you very much and great success.   

 


