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A PAPER ON ICT FOR DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES PRESENTED BY 
ENG. A. B. KOWERO, ICT NATIONAL COORDINATOR AT THE SPECIAL 
FORUM –  A CONSULTATION AND PLAN OF ACTION DURING THE 
OECD-APEC GLOBAL FORUM FOR POLICY FRAMEWORKS FOR THE 
DIGITAL ECONOMY, HONOLULU - USA, 14-17 JANUARY 2003 AT 
11.00HRS. 
 

Your Excellency 

Markus Kummer, eEvoy, Federal Department of foreign Affairs, Information 
Technology, Switzerland – Chairman 

Distinguished Participants 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

I feel very pleased to be invited at this important   Global forum on the policy 
Frameworks for Digital Economy organized by OECD / APEC as a 
Consultation and a Plan of Action on ICT Development Strategies. On my 
own behalf, and on behalf of United Republic of Tanzania, I wish to express 
our appreciation for organizing such an important forum initiated for the 
promotion of national, regional and global development. 

Mr. Chairman, the importance of ICT to the socio-economic development 
does not need to be overemphasized. Tanzania has long been involved and 
actively participated in the implementation of various regional and global ICT 
initiatives – with the primary focus on developing and strengthening the local 
and international capacities in the field of Information and Communications 
Technologies (ICTs) for sustainable development. Some of these include the 
African Information Society Initiatives (AISI) in 1999, Global Digital 
Opportunity Task Force (DOTFORCE) in 2000 and now the UN ICT Task 
Force of which Tanzania is one of the members.  

Mr. Chairman, the above initiatives are of, different levels of adaptation and 
implementation. I understand that ICT is fully developed and widely used in 
Developed Countries in almost all areas of the economy. In most of the 
Developing Countries, the concept of ICT and its application are still new. 
Global efforts are required to enhance diffusion of ICT into these countries for 
improving national, regional and the world economies. ICT constitutes a 
powerful tool for facilitating all sectors in the economy for development and it 
is so when it is properly applied for. New approaches need to be taken by 
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international fora in order to make sure that the whole process of leapfrogging 
ICT is participatory and effective. The World Summit on the Information 
Society (WSIS) is one of the examples of these new start ups. Concerted 
efforts need to be made for encouraging public-private participation in ICTs 
development process. It must be born in mind that about two third of the 
world countries need a full promotion of ICT and both regional and 
international bodies have to provide support to this endeavor. 

The world needs to have a common understanding on the importance of 
having harmonized strategies for achieving the objectives of promoting the 
use of ICT for development worldwide. The strategies can be outlined to be 
the following; the need for harmonized policy on ICT; effective awareness; 
communications, transport, power, and education infrastructure development; 
adoption of appropriate technology; and local content development, leading to 
availability accessibility and affordability of  these services . 

All countries need to have their policies harmonized for having a common 
vision, mission and strategies for development. The policies also have to be 
linked with those of other sectors to permit linkages of action. Availability of a 
friendly and implement able policy on ICTs is a key requirement for creating a 
conducive environment for any country’s socio-economic development. A 
policy that will guide and foster the use of ICTs to bridge the existing gaps in 
development amongst countries, while simultaneously acting as a tool for 
enhanced development through the poverty reduction process. In most 
countries there no ICT policies and in others there have been policies without 
proper coordination, all these hinder ICT promotion. The lack of awareness 
leaves a large proportion of the population uninformed of the importance of 
ICT for development. 

Mr. Chairman, Global initiatives also need to consider designing and 
developing simple and appropriate technologies suitable for developing 
countries particularly for use in rural areas. Advantages of these kinds of 
technologies are to make affordable to users and sustainable. Experience 
show that ICT technologies are expensive making the services become also 
costly thus unaffordable. The concept of local content is also become an 
important issue. Therefore the issue of creating Universal access is of 
primary focus, sound infrastructure, and appropriate technology is essential 
for efficient rural communication and at affordable costs. 
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Mr. Chairman,  We may also have to look beyond the issues of access. ICT 
should facilitate the provision of services in languages easily learnt widely 
used and understood by the majority of the nationals. Individual country 
contents need not to be accessed in a foreign language, there has to be a 
local language for easy communications and understanding. For instance 
concrete measures for developing local content and expertise in areas such 
as governance, livelihood, education, health, and business are essential to 
bring the real benefits of ICTs to the world population. This will also lead to 
impetus to the democratization process and good governance. 

Finally, once again, allow me to express Tanzanians’ gratitude and 
appreciation for participating to this important workshop which I believe has 
enabled participants to achieve what was intended for and accorded them the 
opportunity to develop inputs for the WSIS and closer contacts and 
cooperation amongst stakeholders in various aspects of this industry. I 
believe once all the countries are ready for change, our efforts of promoting 
the use of ICTs services will become a success. 

Mr. Chairman, in conclusion, the world must ensure that all countries must 
have their national ICT policy in place, and adopt the strategies formulated by  
UNICT Task Force as input to  the Geneva WSIS – in December 2003. It is 
the policies which I believe form basis for formulation of strategies for 
implementation of development programs. Let me also end up by noting that 
this International Forum should be just the beginning of a process and just 
one of many steps that will facilitate countries, and all people, in reaching the 
goal of using ICTs for real and sustainable development. At this juncture I 
wish to appeal to OECD-APEC Global Forum extend its continued invaluable 
support to developing countries in their endeavor to adopt ICT as essential 
tool for facilitating sustainable development and support the efforts of UNICT 
towards WSIS. 

 

 

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR ATTENTION. 


