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 . . . 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It has been a great pleasure to accept your invitation to this 

conference. 

 

I am convinced that, if we share our experience, we can 

accelerate the move towards a global information society. 

 

And based on the track record of the OECD, this forum 

provides an excellent opportunity for looking at ICT 

policy questions in light of the coming World Summit. 

 

* * * 

 

The essence of the ICT-driven economic and social trans-

formation is its power to help individuals and societies to 

use knowledge and ideas. 

 

Our vision of an information society is one that better 

enables people to fulfil their potential and realise their 

aspirations.  
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To this end we must ensure that ICT serves the mutually 

supportive goals of creating sustainable economic growth, 

enhancing the public welfare, and fostering social cohe-

sion. 

 

And we must also work to fully realise its potential to 

strengthen democracy, to increase efficiency, transparency 

and accountability in governance, to promote human 

rights, and to enhance cultural diversity.  

 

The resilience of society depends on democratic values 

that foster human development, such as the free flow of 

information and knowledge, mutual tolerance, and respect 

for diversity. 

 

In pursuing these objectives, it is important that we renew 

our commitment to the principle of inclusion:  

 

Everyone everywhere should be enabled to participate in  

the benefits of the global information society.  

 

Therefore, bridging the digital divide in and among coun-

tries is of vital importance for all of us.  
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We have to pay particular attention to the needs and 

constraints of the socially under-privileged, people with 

disabilities, and senior citizens and actively pursue meas-

ures to facilitate their access and use.  

 

Further development of "user-friendly", "barrier-free" 

technologies, including mobile access to the Internet, as 

well as greater utilisation of free and publicly available 

contents should be encouraged. 

 

ICT represents a tremendous opportunity for all countries, 

especially for emerging and developing economies. 

 

Countries that succeed in fully using the ICT potential can 

look forward to "leapfrogging" conventional obstacles of 

infrastructural development, to meeting more effectively 

their vital development goals, such as poverty reduction, 

health, sanitation, and education, and to benefiting from 

the rapid growth of global e-commerce. 
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The challenge of bridging the international information 

and knowledge divide cannot, however, be underesti-

mated.  

 

This is particularly so where the existing gaps in terms 

of basic economic and social infrastructures, such as 

electricity, telecommunications and education, deter the 

diffusion of ICT.  

 

Obviously, there is no "one-size-fits-all" solution.  

 

In our view, it is critically important that every country 

formulates and extends its own coherent national strategy 

for its way to the global information society.  

 

* * * 

 

In this development it is the private sector which has to 

play a leading role.  

 

But it is up to governments to follow a transparent and 

non-discriminatory policy and to create an ICT-friendly 

regulatory environment.  



- 6 - 

 . . . 

It is important to avoid undue regulatory intervention that 

hinders productive private-sector initiatives within the 

ICT-sector.   

 

The rules have to be predictable and inspire business and 

consumer confidence. 

 

In our view, a small number of key principles are of 

outmost importance: 

 

1. There is a need to promote competition and to open up 

markets for the provision of ICT products and services, 

including non-discriminatory and cost-oriented inter-

connections for basic telecommunications.  

 

2. In many cases the building of an ICT infrastructure 

depends to a large extent on foreign direct investment.  

 

Therefore it is necessary to not only permit but also 

protect foreign investment and cross-border flows of 

capital.  
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3. The policies for the advancement of the Information 

Society must be underpinned by the development of 

human resources capable of responding to the demands 

of the information age.  

 

In all countries, not only in the developing world, there 

must be a commitment to provide citizens with an 

opportunity to nurture ICT literacy and skills through 

education, lifelong learning and training. 

 

4. The protection of intellectual property rights is vital to 

promoting ICT-related innovation, competition and 

diffusion of new technology.  

 

To this end, reliable Digital Right Management Systems 

have to be developed.  

 

On the other hand, we also need open standards, free 

content, and open source software products, which can 

reduce security risks as well as the danger of undue 

monopoly positions. 
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5. Consistent approaches to taxation of e-commerce 

should be based on the principles agreed upon in the 

work of the OECD. 

 

6. The electronic marketplace must provide the same 

consumer protection as in the offline world, including 

effective self-regulation such as codes of conduct, 

trustmarks and alternative dispute resolution mecha-

nisms, especially with regard to cross-border disputes. 

 

7. Consumers also ask for effective and meaningful  

protection of privacy of their personal data while 

safeguarding the free flow of information.  

 

The same applies to the protection of minors.  

 

In both fields, selfregulation can be effective and cost-

saving. 

 

8. Last but not least, further development and effective 

functioning of electronic authentication, electronic 

signature, cryptography, and other means to ensure 

security and certainty of transactions.  
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International efforts to develop a global information 

society must be accompanied by co-ordinated action to 

foster a crime-free and secure cyberspace and to 

develop a better security culture. 

 

* * * 

 

These key principles and values are valid in the North as 

well as in the South. 

 

Even the most advanced countries still have a long way to 

go.  

 

We all can and must learn from each other. Decisive 

should be the quality of ideas and solutions, not where 

they come from.  

 

Best practices regarding the specific use of ICT are widely 

available, not only in the industrialised regions but more 

and more often also in emerging markets and developing 

countries.  

 



- 10 - 

 . . . 

In Germany for instance, we have to ask ourselves 

whether our private-public broadband initiative which 

aims at making broadband the dominant internet access till 

2005, is ambitions enough – at least when compared with 

Korea and Japan. 

 

With regard to the introduction of an electronic ID card 

we have just commissioned a study on the aspects of costs, 

security and data protection.  

 

In these areas much can be learned from the experience 

already available in Taiwan and in Estonia, for instance.  

 

On the other hand we are prepared to share our experience 

with other countries.  

 

This applies for instance to e-procurement and a wide 

range of other public services, e.g. e-learning and  

supporting SMEs. 

 

One important aim of the Summit should therefore be to 

improve international cooperation and to take better stock 

of the progress made in many parts of the world.  
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In our view, it would be misleading to make a distinction 

between general policy issues pertaining to the Informa-

tion Society on the one hand, and the contribution of ICT 

to development on the other.  

 

Open, competitive telecommunication markets are basic to  

a successful use of ICT everywhere. 

 

And if it comes to the creation of local content, developing 

countries need copyright protection in the same measure 

as others do. 

*    *   * 

 

There seems to be a broad consensus that the Geneva 

Summit should endorse a political Declaration and an 

Action Plan, embracing commitments from all 

stakeholders and a framework for action. 

 

Implementation should be carried out in a widely decen-

tralised way. 

 

Bilateral as well as multilateral assistance will continue to 

play a significant role. 
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The necessary impetus should come from a multitude of 

stakeholders.  

 

Already existing initiatives like the World Bank Devel-

opment Gateway, the DOT Force Implementation Net-

work, the UN ICT Task Force or the WEF Digital Divide 

Initiative, should be taken into account. 

 

And in the light of limited resources, coherence and syn-

ergies must be secured through appropriate networking. 

 

There are preparatory papers worked out by the OECD, 

the EU and the UN ICT Task force.  

 

But time is running out quickly.  

The drafting process necessary for completing the Political 

Declaration and the Action Plan should be accelerated. 

 

The German Government is prepared to support this proc-

ess to the best of its abilities. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  


