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Secretary General Donald Johnston, Ambassador Piamsak Milintachinda, Mayor 
Jeremy Harris of Honolulu, Mr. Harold Masumoto of PICHTR, distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the United States and to Honolulu. 
 
It is appropriate that we gather in Honolulu, a city known as a gateway between east and 
west, for this joint forum between OECD and APEC.   
 
The first global conference on the Information Infrastructure, a joint effort by the OECD, 
APEC and PECC, took place in Vancouver in February 1995.  It prefigured the 
development of general principles that characterised the market-led policy for 
infrastructure and service development in APEC and the OECD throughout the ICT 
growth phase of the latter part of the 1990s.   
 
Following Vancouver, a series of conferences in both OECD and APEC focused on 
broad-based policies and policy coherence to expand the information infrastructure, 
develop electronic commerce and support the use of ICTs within the economy and 
society.   
 
The OECD response began in Turku, Finland in 1997, with a conference under the theme 
“Dismantling the Barriers to Global Electronic Commerce."  Two subsequent 
conferences, Ottawa (1998) and Paris (1999), examined further the digital economy 
looking at  “A Borderless World: Realising the Potential of Global Electronic 
Commerce,” and developed an Action Plan for the OECD, reviewed self-regulatory 
actions undertaken by the business community and produced other Ministerial 
declarations in key areas.     
 
In a parallel process, APEC followed Vancouver with a series of meetings on 
Telecommunications at the Ministerial level.  Interestingly, the first of these was in 
Seoul, Korea in May 1995 immediately after Vancouver.  Then, beginning in 1996, 
APEC held biannual meetings of APEC telecom Ministers in Australia, Singapore, 
Mexico, and China.   
 
These APEC Ministerial meetings launched the Asia Pacific Information Infrastructure 
(APII) initiative.  They emphasized liberalization and approved a Framework for Action 
on Electronic Commerce.  They focused on "Convergence" and placed emphasis on 
bridging the digital divide, developing APEC’s human resources for the digital economy, 
addressed implementation of the e-APEC Strategy, and called for improving 
cybersecurity. 



 
With this background in mind, our forum will continue the examination of the evolving 
state of the ICT industries and the role and impact of ICTs in the economy and our 
societies.  Under the title of "Policy Frameworks for the Digital Economy" we will 
examine 

•  economy and the role of ICTs and electronic commerce  
•  security and trust, and 
•  global participation and inclusion, and the role of ICTs in development.    

 
Our conviction, born out of Vancouver, remains that ICTs can play an essential role in 
the development of our economies and societies.  And our work leads us towards the 
World Summit on the Information Society will be held in December of this year and in 
2005.   
 
The Summit aims to develop a global consensus and commitment to promote global 
access to information, and communication technologies so that all can reap the full 
benefits of the information and communication technologies revolution.  Our discussion 
here gives us an opportunity to consider our work and how it relates to the summit 
objectives.



 
It is my pleasure to introduce Mr. Jeremy Harris Mayor of Honolulu.  Mayor Harris was 
first Mayor at a special election in September 1994.   Mayor Harris is the founder and 
chair of the “Mayors’ Asia-Pacific Environmental Summit” first held in Honolulu in 
February 1999.   Mayor Harris established the “Pacific Islands Environmental 
Symposium” and the historic “China-U.S. Conference of Mayors and Business Leaders”. 
He also established the Asia Pacific Urban Technology Institute and has served as the 
American National Chairman for the “Japan-American Conference of Mayors and 
Chamber of Commerce Presidents” since 1996.  Mayor Harris. 
 
 
 
 
May I introduce Mr. Harold S. Masumoto, Executive Director of the Research 
Corporation of the University of Hawaii, and President and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Pacific International Center for High Technology Research (PICHTR).   PICHTR is 
an independent, not-for-profit, applied research and development center incorporated in 
Hawaii, chartered to promote and develop technology appropriate to the marine and 
tropical environments of the Asia-Pacific region and to assist, facilitate and support its 
application through technical services, education, and training. 
 
We would especially like to note that PICHTR was responsible for the administrative 
arrangements for this Forum and to thank Mr. Masumoto and his colleagues, especially 
Mr. Keith Masumoto, for the excellent arrangements. 
 


