
Human-rights workers
win alternative Nobels
StockholmFour alternative Nobel prizes were
awarded last week in Stockholm to environ-
mentalists and workers for human rights. The
prizes, worth DM460,000 (US$205,000), are
supported by the Right Livelihood Award
foundation, created in 1980 by Jakob von
Uexküll from the proceeds of the sale of his
stamp collection.

This year’s awards went to Birsel Lemke
for her campaign against the use of cyanide
in the extraction of gold from ore in Turkey;
Tewolde Berhan Gebre Egziabher, for
representing the interests of the Third World
at the 1999 biodiversity conference in
Colombia;the US agricultural geneticist Wes
Jackson for his research on ecological
agriculture; and the Indonesian human
rights lawyer Munir.
➧ http://www.rightlivelihood.se.

US Congress increases
allocation of H1-B visas
Washington The US Congress has passed legis-
lation to increase the number of special visas
for highly skilled temporary workers to
195,000 for each of the next three years. Last
year’s quota of 115,000 H-1B visas — available
to immigrants with special skills such as 
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Plans drawn up for
xenotransplantation
watchdog
Paris A global system to monitor adverse
events in clinical trials of xenotransplantation
is to be set up under the auspices of the Organ-
isation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) and the World Health
Organization (WHO). The scheme is intended
both to monitor the safety of trials of the 
controversial technology and to study the risk
that pathogens might spread from animals to
humans and create new pandemics.

The rough outlines of the proposed
system were discussed last week at a meeting
of around 70 experts, regulators,
industrialists and scientists organized in
Paris by the OECD, the WHO, the Canadian
ministry of health (Health Canada), which
has taken a particular interest in the issue,
and other bodies.

Elettra Ronchi, coordinator of health and
biotechnology activities at the OECD,
emphasized that the plans were “not an
endorsement of xenotransplantation” but an
acknowledgement of the reality that trials are
already underway. At the very least, the
system would comprise a loose international
network of experts to provide a rapid
response to any worrying adverse events.

Delegates at the meeting said that the
challenges of monitoring xenotransplant-
ation required a “new paradigm”.

Cloned gaur being carried
by surrogate mother cow
London The first cloned animal from an
endangered species is due to be born next
month, according to US researchers. A skin
cell from a dead male gaur — a south Asian
ox-like animal —  has been fused with a cow
egg cell from which the DNA had been
removed. The surrogate mother cow now
carries a developing gaur calf. Some scientists
think that other endangered species could be
cloned and extinct animals revived.

The researchers, from Advanced Cell
Technology (ACT) in Worcester,
Massachusetts, have named the cloned gaur
Noah, and are turning their attention to the
bucardo, a Spanish mountain goat. They have

also considered cloning
giant pandas using
black bears as
surrogates, although
some cloning experts
warn that applying
such procedures to
even very closely
related species can be
problematic. 
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computer programmers, engineers and scien-
tific researchers — was exhausted within six
months, leaving universities and employers
unable to bring in staff from abroad.

In the past, efforts to raise the number of
H-1Bs has met stiff resistance from trade
unions and opponents of immigration (see
Nature 404, 800; 2000). But unemployment is
low, and high-technology industry has
increasing political influence through hefty
contributions to both parties, so the new
legislation was passed almost unanimously
by Congress.

Europe to target
Arabidopsis genes
Paris The European Commission is funding
two consortia to do post-genomics research
on the plant Arabidopsis, the genome of which
is expected to be published shortly. The Exon
Trapping Insert Consortium (EXOTIC) and
the Regulatory Gene Initiative in Arabidopsis
(REGIA) will share 11 million euros (US$9.6
million). Both collaborations include research
groups from ten European countries.

REGIA aims to study virtually all
Arabidopsis transcription factors; EXOTIC
will focus on patterns  in gene expression,
mirroring commercial work under way in
the United States. The three-year projects
will provide a “backbone to make steps in

identifying gene function”, says EXOTIC
project manager Jonathan Clarke at the John
Innes Centre, Norwich.

Parallel home computers to
model protein folding
Stanford Vijay Pande of Stanford University’s
chemistry department is hoping to do for pro-
tein folding what the SETI@home screensaver
has done for the search for extraterrestrials.
By exploiting idle processor time on comput-
ers across the Internet, Folding@home
(http://foldingathome.stanford.edu) hopes
to achieve massive distributed computing to
model protein folding. SETI@home is now
the world’s largest supercomputer.

The challenge of modelling how proteins
fold is already the focus of a $100 million
research effort by IBM to build a petaflop
supercomputer known as ‘Blue Gene’. So far,
Pande has signed up over 5,000 computers
and hopes to attract 100,000. 

Korea plans its own
Silicon Valley
Seoul Korea is to have its own Silicon Valley,
according to a statement made late last month
by President Kim Dae-Jung. Companies
moving to, or starting up in, Taedok Valley,
southeast of Seoul, will get tax exemptions,

government subsidies, funds from the city of
Taejon and the Ministry of Science and Tech-
nology, governmental infrastructure invest-
ment, and exemptions from military service
for their employees.

It is hoped that by building on Taedok
Science Town, home to some of Korea’s top
basic research organizations, Taedok Valley
will nurture rapid growth in information
technology and biotechnology. The move
was seen as an attempt to make Korea’s
economy less centred on Seoul and less
dependent on a few large corporations. 

Britain appoints King as
chief scientific adviser
London David King, head of the chemistry
department at the University of Cambridge
and master of Downing College, has been
appointed chief scientific adviser to the
British government. He succeeds Sir Robert
May, whose five-year term of office ended last
month. King was tipped as favourite for the
post two months ago (see Nature406,667;
2000).

Born in South Africa, King moved from
the University of Witwatersrand to Imperial
College London, followed by the universities
of East Anglia and Liverpool. In a statement,
Prime Minister Tony Blair said that King was
“admirably suited to his new role”.
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