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Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Millennium Development Goals

Healthy Environments for Children Alliance (HECA)

UNICEF Education Strategy, Child Friendly Schools

Agenda 21

Decade of  Education for Sustainable Development (DESD)

A World Fit for Children 

Education for All (EFA)

Aarhus Convention

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 

Article 6 of  the UNFCCC

New Delhi Work Programme 

Nairobi Work Programme 

The Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2012

Bali Roadmap



World Fit for Children
Principle # 10

“We will give every assistance

to protect children and minimize the impact of natural 

disasters and environmental degradation on them”



“[Climate change is] slowing progress towards 

the MDGs and deepening inequalities within 

and across countries. Left unattended, it will 

lead to…

…human 

development 

reversals 

throughout 

the 21st 

Century.



The

Millennium 

Development 

Goals

2. Achieve universal primary 

education

8. Develop a global 

partnership for development

7. Ensure environmental 

sustainability

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria 

and other diseases

4. Reduce child mortality

3. Promote gender equality 

and empower women

5. Improve maternal health

1. Eradicate extreme hunger 

and poverty



Children are 
central…

• Barrage of threats to 
health, education and 
survival

• Unique vulnerabilities

• The world is young

• Worst victims of armed 
conflict

• Protagonists for change





Child Friendly Schools and Learning Spaces

• Pathway to Quality Education

• UNICEF CFS: from 33 countries in 2004 to 52 countries 
in 2006 

• Dynamic interaction between: theory
(ideology/concepts/principles) and practicalities 
(resources/capacities/ opportunities)

• Multi-dimensional, school as entry point to community

• Child-centred pedagogy, participatory lifeskills-based 
approach, building knowledge for empowerment

• E-learning and capacity building resources 

• Monitoring and evaluation





Environmental Education Resource Pack for 

Child Friendly Schools and Learning Spaces
 Provides guidance and support to 

policy-makers, teachers, youth 

facilitators and students

 Integrates facilities based 

solutions with child-centred skills-

based curriculum and 

participatory tools to support 

empowerment and community-

based action

 Addresses issues of 

environmental degradation, 

desertification and climate change 

through restoration of school and 

community environments.

 Promotes children’s 

environmental health awareness 

and outreach

Girls in South Sudan, generating a map of  

their community to identify issues 

and discussing solutions



Climate 

Zone

Policy-

maker

resources

Lesson 

One:

Where

I live

Facilities

based 

guidelines

EFA
CFS 

manual

CRC and 

WFFC

Article 6 

of CCC 
NWP and NDWP

ESD
Solar 

electricity

Solar 

Water

pump

School 

gardens
Ecosan

Tree 

planting

Skills-

based 

lesson

Greywater 

reuse

Skills-

based 

lesson

Waste 

Mgmt

Wind

pump

Watershed Solar 

cookers
Biogas

Rainwater 

Harvesting

Skills-

based

lesson

Skills-

based 

lesson

Skills-

based 

lesson

Skills-

based 

lesson

Skills-

based 

lesson

Skills-

based 

lesson

Skills-

based 

lesson

Skills-

based 

lesson

Skills-

based 

lesson

Skills-

based 

lesson

Guidelines include: bridging sectors for quality 

education, justification for addressing 

environment in Education, ie: better prepared 

communities, reduced vulnerability, coordinated 

UN support, links to National frameworks and 

goals in literacy, mathematics, science.

Culture
(traditional 

knowledge)

Science

Community

Env.

Health

Water 

Energy

Trees

Lesson 

Two:

Risks and 

opportunities

Lesson 

Four:

Monitoring 

Evaluation

Outreach

What did 

we learn 

in L-1

What are 

risks

And

mapping  

Intro. 

climate

change

local/global

Lesson 

Three:

Plan

and 

Action

Review

outcome 

of 

presentation

Planning

What? 

Who? 

How?

Activity

ie: water 

testing, 

treatment

What 

has 

changed?

Quanitfy

outcomes
(less illness

more girls

clean grounds)

Short and 

long 

term 

goals

Guidelines to include simple method to quantify cost-benefit of intervention in child-centred terms; ie: health, gender, socio-economic, environmental

Weather

Plants 

Food

Each unit within the lesson has 

gender component and explains 

links to environment and the child 

with skills-based activities toward 

empowerment Reporting

And 

Presentation

ie: why do we need this solution? How does it work? How will it be maintained and monitored? What is the role of kids? Community? Administration?  

Activity

ie: trees,

gardens,

clean-up

Sharing 

exper.

and 

learning

Lesson One is 

introductory and 

exploratory

with need for 

national govt 

inputs

Lesson Three is 

action learning with participatory 

elements; advocacy, planning, behaviour 

change and activity.

Lesson Four addresses follow-up, including 

teacher-specific guidance for evaluation and 

participatory monitoring of facilities and on-going 

activities (ie: gardens, evacuation plans). There is 

a community engagement component and also 

information for understanding how these locally 

sustainable actions make a difference to the global 

community. Guidelines for possibility for district-

level programme for child-to-child sharing, peer 

mentoring and intergenerational dialogue.

Lesson Two is to understand challenges 

and opportunities. We now know what it 

was like before (survey from older 

generations) and what is happening now. 

How is the current situation affected by 

climate change? Look at current situation 

and build consensus toward solutions. 

Collect data on risks most challenging to 

our community.

Identical modular structure for each of four climate zones (highland/mountain; flood plains and SIDS; rainforest; and dryland/desert), 

many activities are interchangeable within e-learning format.

Each lesson represents a 4 week (minimum) unit with opportunity for expansion to 6-8 weeks or longer, depending on time per week.

All are knowledge and skills based, inclusive of issues of: environmental health, conflict resolution/consensus building, safety and 

protection, food and water security, access to energy, risk reduction and preparedness

Human Rights approach causality analysis root, 

underlying and immediate causes of environmental 

degradation and climate change.

National legislative and policy guidance for 

inclusion of the rights, for use in development of 

National Adaptation Plans for Action (NAPAs). 

Please note: Orange indicates that 

Lessons 3 and 4 are Phase II of 

development

Lessons to include child-centred participatory activities, aligned with curriculum areas to enhance understanding and empowerment



Climate zone











Natural disaster risk reduction and 

emergency preparedness

 Support for Governments and partners to 
improve national preparedness and adaptation 
plans 

 Involving young people in community mapping, 
planning, monitoring and evaluation

 Education for emergencies



UN IAC-DESD, A System-wide approach

• UNEP: MESA, Ozzy Ozone, Youth Exchange, children’s environmental health

• UNESCO: DESD, Upstream policy guidance, Drylands

• UNDP: Renewable energy guidelines, SGP, Youth Environment Corps

• WHO: Children’s Environmental Health

• FAO: School gardens, YUNGA

• WFP: Solar cookers, nutrition and sustainable school feeding

• UNFCCC: Article 6, YUNGA 

• UN Habitat: Urban slums, values-based water curriculum

• WMO: School weather monitoring 

• UNCCD: Drylands, Desertification Kit

• UNU: RCEs and EHS, country level support

NGOs, Civil Society, Private Sector:

• Youth organizations (YMCA, YWCA, WAGGGS, WOSM, IAA, IFRC): Non-formal education

• ISDR: Riskland game, disaster preparedness

• SolarAid: solar solutions with/for schools in Africa

• Children and young people themselves!!!



Empowered young people: protagonists for change

“Young people are a 

source of creativity, 

energy and initiative, 

of dynamism 

and social renewal. 

They learn quickly 

and adapt readily.”

-’We the Peoples’: 

The Role of the United Nations

in the 21st Century, 2000



Conclusions and recommendations

1. The complexity of the global environment and climate change calls for 
an integrated approach involving and addressing children.

2. A Human Rights Based Approach necessitates inclusion of children’s 
issues within all international and national efforts to address climate 
change and its human security aspects.

3. Children’s genuine participation in local adaptation is not only useful, 
but also necessary for sustainable solutions

 Participatory approaches to community development include water 
and energy stewardship, environmental education, disaster risk 
reduction and preparedness

 Participation creates economic opportunity, reduce vulnerability and 
empower the most marginalized citizens

4. Increased support from the global community is needed for regional 
and national capacity building to ensure allocation of resources to 
local adaptation in poor communities which engage with women and 
children

 Partnerships are key



“We are not asking for the moon.

We are simply asking to be considered partners in 

development efforts to ensure healthy food, safe water 

and sanitation to all children and to live in peace.”

~ Biovision Children’s Call for Action, March 2007



Thank you!




