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some history

The World Summit on Sustainable Development 

(Johannesburg, 2002)

The Fifth Ministerial Conference "Environment 

for Europe" (Kiev, 2003)

The High-level Meeting of Environment and 

Education Ministers (Vilnius, 17-18 March 

2005) 



the Strategy

Developed through participatory process 
involving governments and various 
stakeholders 

 Is meant to serve as a flexible framework: 
implementation can be adapted to each 
country’s priorities, specific needs and 
circumstances.



the Strategy 

Aims at encouraging countries to incorporate 

ESD into their formal education systems, and in 

non-formal and informal education

Suggests establishing a partnership mechanism 
between different ministries and agencies to 
coordinate the implementation



main approach

ESD should be addressed in two ways

 through the integration of ESD themes across 

all relevant subjects, programmes and courses

 through the provision of specific programmes

and courses



objectives of the Strategy

 Ensure that policy, regulatory and operational 
frameworks support ESD

↳ include ESD in policy, legislation, operational 
frameworks and curricula 

↳ integrate SD principles into the study programmes

↳ improve the provision and management of 
education facilities towards SD 

↳ strengthen the connection between natural, 
economic, political and social sciences

↳ stimulate interdepartmental and multi-stakeholder 
cooperation



objectives of the Strategy

 Promote SD through formal, non-formal and 
informal learning 

↳ offer SD-related learning opportunities in 
continuing education for professionals 

↳ encourage and support community-based SD-
awareness-raising activities

↳ promote cooperation with NGOs and cooperation 
among formal educational institutions 

↳ encourage the media to inform and debate issues 
for SD to reach the general public



objectives of the Strategy

 Develop the competence within the education 
sector to engage in ESD

↳ stimulate competence development for staff in the 
education system

↳ develop criteria for validating professional 
competence in ESD

↳ introduce and develop management systems for SD 
in formal educational institutions and non-formal 
education settings 

↳ include SD-related issues in training and re-training 
programmes for educators 

↳ encourage educators, including those involved in 
non-formal and informal education, to share 
experiences



objectives of the Strategy

 Ensure that adequate tools and materials for 
ESD are accessible

↳ stimulate the development and production of 
materials for educators, learners and researchers

↳ encourage the development and use of electronic, 
audio, video and multi-media resources and visual 
aids 

↳ facilitate access by electronic means and the 
Internet to resources and information relevant to 
ESD 

↳ ensure coherence between materials for formal, 
non-formal and informal learning

↳ develop relevant dissemination strategies



objectives of the Strategy

 Promote research on and development of ESD

↳ the content of ESD and teaching and learning 
methods 

↳ the economic effects of and incentives for ESD

↳ ways of including aspects of SD and their local 
context in different subjects 

↳ indicators and evaluation instruments for ESD; and

↳ share the results of research and examples of good 
practices



objectives of the Strategy
 Strengthen cooperation on ESD at all levels 

within the UNECE region

↳ strengthen regional and subregional alliances and 
networks working on ESD

↳ encourage twinning programmes, bilateral 
cooperation and partnerships 

↳ use existing international legally binding 
instruments (e.g. Aarhus Convention)

↳ encourage the participation of NGOs and other 
stakeholders

↳ encourage and coordinate international events for 
SD-awareness raising; and the share of experience

↳ use “Environment for Europe” process as a 
partnership platform



some challenges

Absence of an agreed ESD definition 

Confusion in understanding of Environmental 
Education and ESD

 Inflexibility of education systems 

 Institutional, legislative and policy frameworks 
still not supportive to ESD in many of the 
countries



implementation of the Strategy

Phase I (up to 2007): take stock of existing 
activities and define priorities for further action 
required to implement the Strategy

Phase II (up to 2010): review progress made in 
the implementation of the national/State 
strategies and revise, if necessary

Phase III (up to 2015): considerable progress 
achieved in implementing the Strategy.



progress in implementation

 Establishment of a UNECE Steering Committee on 
ESD – the governing body to oversee the 
implementation of the Strategy;

 Capacity building in ESD through organization of 
subregional workshops on ESD and compilation of 
Good Practices in Education for Sustainable 
Development;

 Assessment of the implementation of the Strategy 
through a Reporting Mechanism and Indicators;

 Organization of a joint session on ESD of Ministers 
of Education and of Environment at the Belgrade 
Conference



perspectives in implementation

Development of National Action Plans for ESD

Developing competence in ESD in the education 
sector 

Coordination, capacity-building, sharing of 
experience and awareness raising

Next reporting exercise and assessment of the 
progress in implementation of Phase II



ESD would promote a shift 

in people's mindsets and in so doing 

enable us to make this world safer, healthier 
and more prosperous…

THANK YOU !

For more information visit: 
http://www.unece.org/env/esd


