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JOINING FORCES ON GLOBAL STANDARDS FOR BETTER LIVES 

DRAFT AGENDA 

2 November 2016 

OECD Headquarters, Paris 

Under the OECD’s initiative and the leadership of a core group of 6 committed partners (FAO, 

IMO, ISO, OIML, UNECE, and WHO), 50 international organisations have been working together to 

deepen the understanding and comparative analysis of their contribution to global standard-setting. They 

have met annually for the past 3 years, in the framework of the OECD Regulatory Policy Committee’s 

work on International Regulatory Co-operation, to discuss their strengths and challenges and reflect 

collectively on how to improve their action. This collaboration resulted in precious evidence, reflected in 

the report International Regulatory Co-operation: the Role of International Organisations in Fostering 

Better Rules of Globalisation and five case studies, to be launched on 2 November 2016 at the OECD 

Headquarters in Paris.  

The event will gather high-level management of international organisations and of country 

delegates and provide an opportunity to reflect collectively on key highlights from the report and priorities 

for future joint action to improve effectiveness and impact of global standards. A related academic 

conference organised with the Nanterre Centre of International Law (CEDIN) will take place in the 

morning of 2 November.  

MORNING SESSION 

10:00-12:30 Joint Session of the OECD and the Nanterre Centre of International Law (CEDIN): 

An Academic Perspective 

Room CC2 The evidence gathered by the OECD serves as a crucial basis to analyse the strengths and 

challenges to the legitimacy and effectiveness of international organisations. Academics 

will offer a critical perspective on how to improve the role that international organisations 

play to develop the international rules and standards for the current globalised world. 

Moderator: Nicola Bonucci, Director, OECD Legal Directorate 

 Key highlights from the OECD report on Regulatory Co-operation: the Role of 

International Organisations in Fostering Better Rules of Globalisation, Céline 

Kauffmann, OECD Regulatory Policy Division 

 “Not Enough, or Too much International Organisations?”, Prof. Jean-Marc 

Thouvenin  

 “How efficient is the Decision-Making Process in the IO’s?”, Prof. Pierre 

Bodeau-Livinec 

 “What is a ‘Good’ International Standard?", Prof. Regis Bismuth 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 

14:30-16:00 Launch of the Report on International Organisations in Fostering Better Rules of 

Globalisation and Accompanying Case Studies 

Auditorium The report on International Regulatory Co-operation: the Role of International 

Organisations in Fostering Better Rules of Globalisation is a unique source of evidence 

on the governance and rule-making processes of 50 international organisations. It is the 

result of an in-depth survey led by the OECD and of annual dialogues held with 

international organisations since 2014. The report is supported by studies of how FAO, 

ISO, OIML, UNECE and WHO contribute to establishing global standards and 

coordinating national regulatory approaches in their respective areas. This session will 

present the results of this analytic work, providing valuable lessons for all international 

organisations in their common endeavour to strive for impact and relevance. 

 Presentation by OECD Secretary-General Angel Gurría of the main findings from 

the report 

 Interventions from representatives of the core group of international organisations 

(FAO, ISO, OIML, UNECE, WHO) 

 Questions and Answers  

Moderator: Rolf Alter, Director, OECD Public Governance and Territorial Development  

16:30-18:00 Brainstorming session on priorities for joint action going forward (Closed Session)  

CC 2  Citizens are increasingly questioning the established institutions, both nationally and 

internationally. Governments everywhere are challenged for their distant bureaucracy. 

Transparent and inclusive rules and institutions are more than ever essential to reinforce 

democracy. The momentum is therefore high for international organisations to enhance 

the quality of their action and underline the importance of their work. Seizing the 

opportunity of the dialogue opened between 50 international institutions on their 

normative activity, this session will identify the strategic priorities to improve their tools 

and coordinate their efforts for building a prosperous, inclusive and sustainable world 

order. 

 The perspective of OECD Ambassadors on the role of IOs to improve the 

impact of international action: 

 Noé Van Hulst, Ambassador for the Netherlands to the OECD 

 Pierre Duquesne, Ambassador for France to the OECD 

 Introduction by the OECD Secretariat on the objectives of the discussion.  

 Open discussion 

Moderator: Nicola Bonucci, Director, OECD Legal Directorate 
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Key Highlights from the work 

 There is a wide diversity of international organisations (IOs) involved in global standard-setting, 

including inter-governmental, trans-governmental and private. While they all have specific mandates, 

expertise and strengths, ultimately all IOs share similar goals: to provide for a prosperous, inclusive and 

sustainable world order. To achieve these goals, they develop a broad range of instruments from legally 

binding treaties and decisions to softer tools such as guidance, recommendations, declarations and 

standards.  To be effective, these instruments need to be implemented in domestic frameworks.  While this 

involves that regulators consider more systematically global standards when developing and applying 

domestic regulatory frameworks, international organisations have a key role to build confidence in the 

quality of international norms and in their capacity to help countries achieve their public policy objectives.  

Strengthening the effectiveness of instruments, even with flexible norms 

The vast majority of IOs rely essentially on non-binding instruments. By contrast, they are less involved in 

the development of legally-binding instruments and in enforcement and other downstream activities. 

Therefore they struggle estimating the degree to which their standards influence policy outcomes at the 

domestic level.  

 How can international organisations increase the effectiveness of their instruments? 

Improving impact, through monitoring and evaluation  

While IOs are under pressure to be efficient, relatively few of them monitor the implementation of their 

instruments and evaluate such impact. As a result, they generally lack evidence on the implementation, 

quality, influence and possible needs for updates of their instruments. 

 How can international organisations, within their mandates and resources, engage in greater 

evaluation of implementation and impact to ensure the continued relevance of their instruments?  

Increasing legitimacy through more inclusive rule-making processes 

The report provides striking evidence that IOs are showing greater transparency and increasingly reaching 

out to stakeholders. In practice, however they face significant challenges to engage in a meaningful and 

inclusive manner and reconcile transparency and effectiveness of discussions of new international 

instruments. This is an area experience gained at national level may provide useful lessons. 

 What are the critical dos and don'ts of stakeholder engagement that can provide for an inclusive 

and effective process in support of better international standards and legal instruments?  

Co-ordinating approaches, focusing on respective competences 

IOs operate in institutionally crowded areas. Coordination efforts are real but largely informal. Greater 

mapping of relevant international actors and exchange of information upfront on future rule development 

could help them build on their respective field of excellence, while recognising the specificity of each IO 

and the value in some cases of various views on similar issues. 

 Which approaches to collective action between IOs would allow them to best advance the global 

agenda? 

The initiative is a joint undertaking of the OECD Public Governance and Territorial Development Directorate and the Legal Directorate. 

Contacts: Céline Kauffmann (celine.kauffmann@oecd.org) and Marianna Karttunen (Marianna.karttunen@oecd.org). 


