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Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung, Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc, ladies and 

gentlemen, 

 

It is a pleasure to be with you on the occasion of this first joint workshop of OECD 

and ASEAN on the issue of regulatory reform. Organisation of such well attended 

event illustrates the deep commitment of the Vietnamese Government to regulatory 

reform as one of the important strategies to speed up transformation of the country, 

boost economic growth and strengthen its competitiveness.  

 

Importance of regulatory reform and administrative simplification 

Regulation defines how government intervene in markets, set requirements on 

businesses and citizens. It includes all primary and secondary laws, formal and 

informal orders, subordinate rules, administrative formalities and rules issued by 

non-governmental or self-regulatory bodies to whom governments have delegated 

regulatory powers. 

 

In the current circumstances of the world economy, with the weak recovery, high 

unemployment and constrained room for manoeuvre by macro-economic policies, 

regulation is more than ever in the spotlight. This is a challenge but also an 

opportunity. A robust regulatory environment is indeed key to return to a stronger, 

fairer and sustainable growth path. It is also essential to win back citizens’ and 

consumers’ confidence and trust in governments. 

 

The experience of OECD countries shows that just making the law by government 

does not solve the problem on its own. Effective implementation, enforcement and 

communication are equally necessary. Regulations and the regulatory process must 

be looked at critically, from the user’s perspective, different alternatives and their 

potential implication assessed. Having a comprehensive regulatory policy helps to 

address these issues government-wide. 

 

Administrative simplification has been central to regulatory reform policies in many 

OECD countries during the last decade. Its importance is even more obvious now 

when the countries are trying to find their ways to re-boost the economic growth. 

Cutting red tape helps to free up resources that are being spent by businesses on 

compliance that can be invested into creating jobs and support economic recovery 

and growth. Reducing regulatory burdens support businesses’ flexibility and 

resilience, which is needed to overcome the current slowdown.  

 

One of the goals of the ASEAN countries at the regional level is to achieve “a 

single market and production base” by 2015. Regulatory reform and international 



regulatory co-operation can help to achieve this target by promoting a favourable 

economic environment in these countries. 

 

The potential benefits of better regulation are increasingly clear. In many of the 

OECD countries, productivity has increased and living standards improved thanks 

to new regulatory frameworks fostering competitive markets, lower administrative 

burdens and higher employment rates. This is the dividend of strenuous efforts to 

streamline the stock of regulations, to reduce unnecessary costs, and to facilitate 

market entry and exit. This has also helped reduce informality, and allowed 

business to focus on what it does best, creating jobs. There is no reason why 

regulatory reform should not contribute to such development in the ASEAN 

countries. 

 

OECD and regulatory reform 

Fifteen years of experience of the OECD dealing with regulatory reform shows that 

the interest of both member and non-member countries given to this issue has been 

constantly growing. OECD's Regulatory Reform Programme is aimed at helping 

governments improve regulatory quality - that is, reforming regulations that raise 

unnecessary obstacles to competition, innovation and growth, while ensuring that 

regulations efficiently serve important social objectives. The importance of this 

topic was evidenced by creating a specialised body – the OECD Regulatory policy 

Committee – in 2009.  

 

The OECD has traditionally played a pioneering role in bringing the issue of 

regulatory reform to the fore. We have carried out regulatory reform reviews of 

almost all of our members, as well as of China, Brazil and Russia, and soon 

Indonesia. A set of indicators of regulatory quality now, besides alee the member 

and acceding countries, includes also Brazil, South Africa and India. The OECD has 

been active in supporting international regulatory co-operation. The first Regional 

Charter for Quality in Regulation adopted by the MENA countries last November 

was inspired by OECD principles. We also have a global policy dialogue with 

APEC. One of the results of this co-operation is the APEC-OECD Integrated 

Checklist for Regulatory Reform. 

 

OECD and ASEAN 

Southeast Asia is a region of strategic importance to the OECD. In May 2007, the 

OECD Council at Ministerial level agreed that in light of the growing importance of 

Southeast Asia and its strategic importance to the OECD, priority should be given 

to expanding the OECD’s relations with this region. 
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Many initiatives are pursued as part of this co-operation. The OECD has recently 

launched the OECD Southeast Asia Economic Outlook, our new flagship 

publication that illustrates how important is co-operation with this region for us. It 

shows the Southeast Asian region has experienced remarkable economic dynamism.  

 

There are many other initiatives - in 2008, the OECD published an Economic 

Assessment of Indonesia, the joint OECD, ILO and ASEAN initiative on 

Employment and Skills Strategies in Southeast Asia was launched in December 

2008, the Review of Innovation in Southeast Asia which will produce a set of 

country notes describing the dynamics of national innovation systems and their 

relation to international knowledge flows will be completed by the end of 2010.  

 

The OECD works with national authorities and regional bodies to help strengthen 

the investment environment in Southeast Asia. In 2009, the OECD working with 

officials from Vietnam completed the first Investment Policy Review of Vietnam. A 

similar collaborative process occurred with Indonesia in 2009-2010, and the first 

Investment Policy Review of Indonesia was launched in Jakarta in October 2010. At 

the same time, regulatory reform review of Indonesia was launched as well. 

 

As part of the current programme of work, the OECD is undertaking a number of 

studies, such as Dynamic Gains from Trade and Openness and Changing Patterns of 

Comparative Advantage involving emerging markets, including Indonesia, 

Malaysia, Vietnam, Thailand, and Singapore. The OECD is actively involved in 

Southeast Asia, assisting competition authorities in the region to develop and 

implement sound competition law. And I could continue for much longer. 

 

The administrative simplification review of Viet Nam 

One of the examples of a successful co-operation is the OECD review of 

administrative simplification in Viet Nam. The OECD was invited by, Minister and 

Chairman of the Office of the Government of Viet Nam Mr. Nguyen Xuan Phuc, to 

evaluate Project 30. The report we are presenting here today is a result of this 

evaluation. 

 

The OECD review team was impressed by the scope of the screening of 

administrative procedures, good use of information and communications 

technologies, consultation, and, multi‐level co‐ordination of an unusual scope. 

These are all elements which rank among the most important success factors in 

successful programmes in the OECD member countries. 

 



As the review is going to be presented later on by my colleagues, I do not want to 

go into too many details. However, I would like to stress one important thing. 

Project 30, important on its own terms, must be a step toward a broader strategy of 

regulatory reform. Project 30 has helped to lift expectations. This strategy will 

contribute to investment for needed infrastructure, better condition for creation and 

growth of businesses and good public governance – all essential for the progress of 

Viet Nam. Administrative simplification in many OECD countries may have 

opened the door for implementation of other important regulatory quality tools by 

attracting attention of interested subjects to this issue. This should also be the case 

of Viet Nam as well as of other ASEAN countries that have launched their projects 

on administrative simplification. 

 

Further co-operation 

The example of administrative simplification in Viet Nam already shows that there 

are experiences that can be of high value for our member states. The preliminary 

draft has been welcome with a lot of interest and enthusiasm by the extended bureau 

of the OECD Regulatory Policy Committee.  

 

We hope to pursue our co-operation with the Government of Viet Nam in the 

following years. While this co-operation is important and fruitful on its own terms, 

we would like to use it also as a bridge to the region. We want our co-operation to 

be more systematic, more focused and sustained, based on mutual learning between 

the OECD and ASEAN countries. 

 

We would like this workshop to be an official launch of a long-term co-operation 

between our two organisations. OECD is here to help by providing data and 

experience of its 33 members, its analytical capacity and multidisciplinary view and 

assist ASEAN countries with help in implementing its own recommendations. But 

we are also keen to learn from you. We are therefore delighted that we can co-

operate with ASEAN in the framework of an initiative on regulatory policy. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, let me wish you a productive day and a half and a fruitful 

discussion today and tomorrow. Thank you for your attention. 


