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2-3 October, 2001, Thessaloniki, Greece

In 2000, in the framework of the Stability Pact, OECD was given the mandate to implement together with
the UK the efforts of the international community in South East Europe to promote economic growth and
investment through the Investment Compact.1 In this context, OECD designed a programme on regulatory
reform to be pursued both at regional and country levels. This programme is carried out under the auspices of
the Centre for Co-operation with Non-Members. The Thessaloniki Seminar is the launching event of the
Investment Compact Initiative on Regulatory Reform for South East Europe (ICIRR). How well regulatory
reform is conducted, can fundamentally affect the climate in which investment takes place, the incentives
and the direction it takes, with the potential to significantly increase investment, from both local and other
country sources.

Regulatory reform continues to accelerate throughout the world, as market liberalisation deepens in many
sectors, as markets open to trade and investment, and as reform of public sector institutions creates capacities
for more transparent and efficient regulatory regimes.  Regulatory reform today is based on ideas of
“regulatory quality,” or the appropriate use of regulation to support market functioning and foster public
interests.  This involves deregulation, re-regulation and institution building with efficient social regulation.
The regulatory reform agenda includes objectives of good governance.  The careful design of regulations and
institutions, including sectoral regulations, is crucial to fostering market competition.  Domestic regulations
will continue to be essential tools of governments to carry out vital public policies such as safety and health,
labour standards, environmental protection, and consumer protection, but those regulations should be as
efficient as possible to avoid wasting economic resources.

Regulatory Reform can be effective in boosting sectoral efficiency and innovation, enhancing economy-wide
flexibility and potential growth, increasing consumer choice and welfare, and increasing government
effectiveness in maintaining high standards of environmental, consumer, and safety protections. Regulatory
reforms have helped ease trade tensions by addressing behind-the-border impediments to international trade
and investment. Regulatory reform also reduces the vulnerability of economies to external shocks, reducing
the risk of economic crisis. As a result, supply-side reforms to stimulate investment and competition and to
reduce regulatory inefficiencies have become central to effective economic policy. 2

                                                     
1 The Stability Pact for South East Europe http://www.seerecon.org/KeyDocuments/KD1999062401.htm is a

comprehensive and inclusive framework for international efforts aimed at stabilising South East Europe by
fostering democracy, economic development, security and, on a country-by-country basis, integration into
Euro-Atlantic structures.

2 For further information on the OECD Regulatory Reform programme see
http://www.oecd.org/puma/regref/index.htm
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Most countries in South East Europe are embarking on ambitious privatisation programs in particular in the
utilities sectors. In spite of different starting points on the transition process in South East Europe, strong
similarities exists among the countries in the region in terms of progress in and barriers to regulatory reform.

The Thessaloniki Seminar in October 2001 provides an opportunity:

�� to update participants on major developments in regulatory reform;

�� to discuss experiences of governments;

�� to identify medium-term challenges for regulatory reform in South East Europe countries; and

�� to nominate the next steps to take, including priorities for regulatory reform in South East Europe
countries and potential future contributions of the Flagship Initiative, such as workshops on Regulation
Impact Analysis or other areas identified by participants at the seminar.

It is intended to promote information exchange on the results of and best practices in regulatory management
and reform, and to share ideas on how to move countries towards implementing these best practices.

The Seminar will take note of the 1995 Recommendation of the Council of the OECD on Improving the
Quality of Government Regulation3 and the 1997 OECD Report on Regulatory Reform Principles4 and
examine how countries in South East Europe could benefit from the application of the principles in building
regulatory capacities suited to the domestic conditions of each economy. The Seminar will also explore
future ways and means of co-operation.   

                                                     
3 http://www.

olis.oecd.org/olis/1995doc.nsf/c56e3fc6689dd81d4125669e003b67bc/36d5f4a39db51e22c12562380061728e
/$FILE/PME5205.ENG

4 http://www.oecd.org/subject/regreform/products/report.htm
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2-3 October, 2001

Tuesday 2 October

8:45 - 9:30

Registration

9:30 – 10:00

Welcome and opening remarks by a representative of Greece as the host country

10:00 – 11:00

Session 1: Country Experiences with Regulatory Reform

Chairman: Mr. Rolf Alter, Head of the OECD Programme on Regulatory Reform

Regulatory reform based on economic liberalisation and market opening can be a powerful tool to
improve market functioning and strengthen the foundations for sustainable growth and investment. In
this session, speakers will introduce the major benefits and costs of regulatory reforms in South East
Europe and OECD countries.

�� Dr. Panagiotis Karkatsoulis, Scientific Counsellor to the Ministry of Interior, Public Administration
and Decentralisation (Greece)

�� Mr. Santiago Dos Santos (Enterprise Directorate-General)

�� Dr. Katarina Ott, Director of the Institute of Public Finance (Croatia)

11:00 – 13:30

Session 2: Elements of a successful regulatory reform programme

Chairman: Mr. Luigi Carbone, Chairman of the OECD Working Group on Regulatory
Management and Reform
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Regulatory reform requires government capacities to develop and implement high quality regulatory
regimes that are consistent with competitive and open markets. This session will examine how
regulatory capacities can be built suited to the domestic conditions of each economy and which tools
constitute a successful regulatory reform programme. Framework principles, such as the 1995
Recommendation of the Council of the OECD on Improving the Quality of Government Regulation, can
provide guidance to reformers. The session will focus on:

Designing tools for a regulatory reform programme

�� Regulation Impact Analysis

�� Consultation

Building institutions to implement an efficient, accountable and transparent regulatory policy.

�� Ms. Sue Holmes (PUMA, OECD)

�� Dr. Katarina Ott, Director of the Institute of Public Finance (Croatia)

12:30 – 14:00

Lunch

14.00 – 15.30

Session 2 (continued)

Specific focus on administrative reform issue

Panel discussion

�� Mrs. Anke Freibert (SIGMA, OECD)

�� Mrs. Angeliki Maniti, General Director in the Ministry of Interior (Greece)

�� Dr. Péter Szegvári, Head of State Secretariat for Public Administration & Regional Policy
(Hungary)

�� Mrs. Filloreta Kodra, General Director of Public Administration Department (Albania)
(invited)

15.30 – 18.00

Session 3: Sustaining a regulatory reform programme

Chairman: Representative from the SEE

The challenges of regulatory reform are familiar. Vested interests in public and private sectors, fears of
the consequences of change, and the complexity and uncertainty of reform in dynamic economic and
social environments must be dealt with effectively if reform is to succeed. Skilful political leadership
and drivers of reform inside governments can be strengthened to promote and co-ordinate reform
programmes. Many governments have established dedicated bodies, such as the Team for Legal
Regulations Quality in Poland, to underpin a continuing reform programme that helps national
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regulatory regimes adjust more quickly. Reform is not, however, a task only for governments — other
stakeholders such as businesses and workers have roles in building support for reform and in sharing
information. Open communication with major stakeholders is essential. Managing economic change
requires structural adjustment strategies. The session will focus on case studies and recent experiences
about what worked and what did not work in the last decade.

�� Mr. Wojciech Katner, State Undersecretary in the Ministry of Economy, Deputy Chair of the Polish
Team for Legal Regulations Quality (Poland)

�� Representatives from the trade union, private sector and international institutions

�� Mr. Bojan Skoda, State Under-secretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Slovenia) (invited)

�� Dr. Randall Lutter, American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research (United States of
America)

�� Mrs. Filloreta Kodra, General Director of Public Administration Department (Albania)

�� Mr. Charles Kovacs (invited)

�� Dr. Costas Masmanidas, Black Sea Economic Council (invited)

18:00 – 18.30

End of session

Reception hosted by the Greek Ministry of Interior

Wednesday 3 October

10:00 – 13:00

Session 4: Challenges of reforming the regulatory framework of key economic sectors

Chairman: Mr. Travlos, Secretary General of the Ministry of National Economy (Greece)

In infrastructure sectors, effective and transparent regulatory bodies are needed to ensure a level
playing field in the market and to provide confidence to investors and consumers alike. Efficient
regulatory policies are necessary to protect consumer interests and public policies in areas such as
environmental protection and safety. Governments should develop a range of tools that can improve
regulatory effectiveness and reduce costs, while promoting innovation. The session will focus on case
studies on:

�� Regulatory reform in the telecommunication sector

�� Regulatory reform in the energy sector

�� Competition issues in the privatisation of infrastructure sectors
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�� Establishing independent regulators

Speakers:

�� Dr. Ferenc Vissi (Hungary) (invited)

�� Mrs. Sally van Siclen (OECD)

�� Mr. Veselin Vukotic, Privatisation Council (Montenegro)

�� Mr. Frédéric Jenny, Vice-President of the French Competition Authority (invited)

13:00 – 14:30

Lunch

14:30 – 17:00

Session 5:  Looking ahead: Priorities for regulatory reform in SEE and potential contributions of
the Flagship Initiative

Chairman: Mr. Bojan Skoda, State Undersecretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Slovenia)
(invited)

- Regulatory Impact Analysis workshops

- Country suggestions

Panel:

�� Mr. Rolf Alter, Head of the OECD Programme on Regulatory Reform

�� Mr. Spyros Lioukas, Former Ambassador of Greece to the OECD

�� Representative from SEE

�� Representative from the private sector

�� Representative from CCNM (OECD)

17:00 - 17:30

Final statement by Conference Chair


